Psalm 8
2214

For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David.



O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!


You have set Your glory above the heavens. 
From the lips of children and infants You have ordained praise because of Your ene​mies, to silence the foe and the avenger.



When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, 
what is Man that You are mindful of Him, the Son of Man that You care for Him? 
You made Him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned Him with glory and honor.



You made Him ruler over the works of Your hands; You put everything under His feet: 
all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.



O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!


We heard how Jesus entered Jerusalem like a king.  They shouted His praises: “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”  It would seem that Jesus had reached the goal of His entire life, and that He was at the height of His popularity.  All that remained was to take over in Jerusalem and put everything back in its proper order.


But, as you know, that is not what happened.  We know in advance how this week of Jesus’ life ended, not with His ruling over Jerusalem as its king, but with His crucifixion.  We know that the crucifixion was only the finishing touch put on Him by the Jewish leaders and the Roman soldiers.  They afflicted and abused and mocked and ridiculed Him first with a whip and a crown of thorns and their own spit.


What went wrong?  You know that nothing went wrong.  You know that Jesus planned to die for our sins from the very beginning.  You know that none of this came as a surprise to Him.  You know that every bit of this was part of His eternal plan of salvation.  You know that He was in complete con​trol over everything happening to Him, even when He was being nailed to the cross, even when He was dying.


Why, then, do we have such a difficult time accepting it when we go from the heights to the depths, when life changes from everything coming up roses to everything falling apart?  Sometimes life does seem like a roller​coaster, going up to the top and then plunging down to the bottom again.  We like to be on top of things, in control, well off.  We do not like it when we are down in the dumps, and can no longer deceive ourselves about being in control.


Psalm 8 can help us with this.  Psalm 8 says the same thing as our Second Scripture reading, which is the classic statement of what it called Jesus’ states of humiliation and exaltation.  These are the two stages Jesus went through to obtain our salvation, often pictured as a downward staircase and an upward staircase.  First Jesus went down, then He went up, and He stays up forever.  We, too, often go down, but when the time is right in Jesus’ plan, we will be up forever.


The psalmist, King David, really addresses our problem right at the beginning when he writes: “From the lips of children and infants You have ordained praise because of Your ene​mies, to silence the foe and the avenger.”  Picture children and even infants there on the first Palm Sunday singing their praises to Jesus.  How wonderful it is to hear children singing, and especially to hear them singing about Jesus!  Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.  There is no faith stronger than a child​like faith.  A childlike faith knows that Jesus loves us and cares for us, even when the skies grow dark with thunderclouds.


If we have trouble understanding these things, when we have trouble understanding these things, then we need more childlike faith.  Childlike faith comes, as the song says, from the Bible.  God’s Word strengthens our faith and trust in God’s promises.  We need that especially when things look bad, especially when there is sickness and other problems.  We need to be reminded that God is in control and does have a plan.  His plan is probably not that we become rich and famous here, but that we inherit the mansion He has prepared for us there.


The psalmist, King David, writes about Jesus’ humiliation and exaltation.  First about His humiliation: “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, what is Man that You are mindful of Him, the Son of Man that You care for Him? You made Him a little lower than the heavenly beings.”  Jesus, who created “the heavenly beings,” that is, the angels, became “a little lower” than the angels when He became a human being.  However, Jesus’ humiliation does not refer to His becoming a human being, but to the kind of human being He became.  Listen again to Paul’s descrip​tion of Jesus’ humiliation; he writes that Jesus, “being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!” Ph2v6-8.  The kind of human being Jesus became is described as “nothing,” “a servant,” and especially “obedient to death—even death on a cross.”


This is described in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: “He was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.”  Jesus was con​ceived in a lowly way, since it appeared to all but Mary and Joseph that He was illegitimate.  He was born in a lowly way, born in a barn.  He lived in a lowly way, with no home of His own.  He suffered in a lowly way for sure.  He died in a lowly way, crucified.  He was buried in a lowly way, in a bor​rowed tomb.  All of this was necessary for Him to be our Savior.  Should we really be so surprised if occasionally some of this happens to us too?  After all, Jesus did say: “If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.” Mk8v34.

But the psalmist, King David, writes especially about Jesus’ exal​tation: “You … crowned Him with glory and honor. You made Him ruler over the works of Your hands; You put everything under His feet: all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.”  From being the lowest imaginable, Jesus became the highest imaginable, over absolutely everything.  Jesus had, of course, already been the highest, over absolutely everything.  In His humiliation, He set aside the full use of that.  He let them kill the Lord of glory.  But all of this is restored to Him, and given also to His human nature, so that Jesus is for all eternity all-powerful as both God and Man.


Listen again to the way the apostle Paul describes Jesus’ exaltation: “Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Ph2v9-11.  Paul agrees with David that Jesus has been made so high that He could not be higher.  No one is higher than God!  In the words of the Apostles’ Creed: “He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.”  Jesus descended into hell on Easter Sunday morning to proclaim His complete victory over the devil.  He appeared to many believers completely alive, once again making full use of His power as God.  He ascended into heaven, leaving behind the promise that He is always with us.  He now sits at the Father’s right hand with complete power and glory over everything.  We look forward to His glorious and visible return on the Last Day.


The words of Psalm 8 are also quoted by the writer to the Hebrews, who adds some significant explanations of these words:

There is a place where someone has testified:

What is man that You are mindful of Him, the Son of man that you care for Him? You made Him a little lower than the angels; You crowned Him with glory and honor and put everything under His feet.

In putting everything under Him, God left nothing that is not subject to Him. Yet at present we do not see everything subject to Him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because He suffered death, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. He2v6-9.
Perhaps most significant is this comment by the writer to the Hebrews: “Yet at present we do not see everything subject to Him.”  Notice that every​thing is subject to Jesus, but we do not always see that fact.  In fact, we often do not see that fact.  We forget that everything is subject to Jesus, be​cause according to our eyes, according to what we see, it looks like the bad guys are in control, it looks like the devil is running things.  It looks the same way it did to the disciples when Jesus was crucified.  But even then, He was in complete control.


When things look bad in our lives, then we can remember what Jesus went through, both His humiliation and His exaltation.  When things look good in our lives, then we can remember that this is nothing compared to how good things will be in our lives eternally.  None of this is our doing, but all of it is God’s doing.  This is why the psalmist, King David, gives all the glory to God at both the beginning and the end of his psalm.  He writes: “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!”  Then He reminds us of what Jesus has done for us when He was made lower than the angels and when He was crowned with glory and honor.  “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!”  Amen.
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