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Similar to the temptation of Jesus is the testing of Abraham’s faith, the section we have before us this morning.  One-fourth of the book of Genesis is devoted to the life of Abraham, and much had happened in his life before this.  God had called him from the East to travel to a land God would show him, the land of Palestine.  God promised to give that land to Abraham’s descendants.  But Abraham had no descendants; he and his wife Sarah were childless.  Finally, after Abraham and Sarah had lived in Pales​tine for twenty-five years, God gave them a son, Isaac, in their old age.  This incident occurred after Isaac had grown up, perhaps to teenage years.


One thing that strikes me in the life of Abraham is the lack of emo​tion in the history.  At the direction of the Holy Spirit, Moses recorded what Abraham did, not what he felt about these things.  Here, Moses describes Abraham’s faith by what he did, even over the objections of his own emo​tions.  Without those emotions, Abraham would have been less than a full human being.



Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.



Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”



Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about.


After Abraham had waited twenty-five years for this son, God now tells him to kill his son.  What will happen to the promise, then, that God will give this land to Abraham’s descendants?  He will have no descen​dants!  What will happen, then, to God’s other promise that the promised Savior would be born from Abraham’s descendants?  He will have no descendants!  Surely Abraham’s heart was aching, but he did as God told him to do.  The writer to the Hebrews adds the explanation: “Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.” He11v19.

On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 
He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will wor​ship and then we will come back to you.”



Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 
Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”


“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.


“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”



Abraham answered, “God Himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together.


Abraham took Isaac along, but didn’t tell him what was going on until the last minute.  So Isaac asks this obvious question, and Abraham’s heart is torn out.  How can he answer Isaac’s question, “You, my son, are the lamb for the burnt offering”?  Instead, Abraham answers that God will provide.  God had provided Isaac for Abraham, and Abraham hoped that God would yet provide any other lamb for the burnt offering than Isaac.



When they reached the place God had told him about, Abra​ham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.


Abraham has resolved to go through with what the Lord had com​man​ded him, and he does.  Now Isaac understood what was going on, and he allowed his father to tie him up and lay him on the altar.  Abraham in his own mind passed the point of no return as he raised the knife to bring it down on his son.


But the Angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abra​ham!”


“Here I am,” he replied.



“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” He said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not with​held from Me your son, your only son.”



Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the moun​tain of the Lord it will be provided.”


At the last moment, when Abraham thought that he was already at the point of no return, God stopped him.  Abraham did not need actually to kill his son.  He had already obeyed the Lord’s command in his heart.  God stopped Abraham, and his heart was filled with relief.  Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket, and he sacrificed the ram in place of his son, Isaac.  We can imagine the relief Abraham felt in his heart, but not how very meaningful this sacrifice was to both of them.



The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 
and said, “I swear by Myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 
I will surely bless you and make your descendants as nume​rous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
and through your Offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed Me.”



Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.


I’d like to bring out two points from this incident for us.  First, you and I are Isaac.  In this account, Isaac is not being brought to justice for his crimes.  No crimes of Isaac are mentioned.  We do have crimes, and accor​ding to God’s justice, we are to be executed for the crimes we have com​mitted.  God’s justice says that the wages of sin is death.  So, then, if we are to step into this account, we will step in as Isaac, being led off to be sacri​ficed, executed for what we have done.  The sentence is just, we full well deserve the death imposed on us.


But at just the last minute, there is a substitute for us.  There is a ram caught in a thicket by its horns to be sacrificed in our place.  Our usual term for this ram caught in the thicket by its horns is the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus, about whom John the Baptist said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!” Jn1v29.  We are then taken off of the altar, still alive, not killed for our sins, and this ram or lamb takes our place.  The Lamb of God is then executed in our place.  Now I think we can begin to appreciate how very meaningful this sacrifice was for Abraham and Isaac.  Instead of Abraham leaving the place of sacrifice alone, he and Isaac left together.  Instead of returning to Sarah alone, they would return together.  And what would they tell Sarah?  Would they not tell Sarah about God’s amazing substitution of the ram for Isaac?  Certainly they would!  They would rejoice together in this beautiful picture of what the coming Savior would do for each of them.  He would take their place.  He has taken our place, as well.


Second, “Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide.”  This sounds better in Hebrew: Jahveh Jireh, the Lord will provide.  This makes a fine motto for a life lived with the Lord.  In everything in life, the Lord will provide.  The Lord has provided us with all that we have and need.  He has seen to it that His creation works the way He intended, so that the growing season comes each year and plants produce an abundant increase for us.  He has provided us with food in abundance, so that few worry about starving, but many worry about losing weight.  He has provided us with homes where we can stay warm even in the midst of an incredibly cold winter.


But even more, the Lord has provided us with that ram caught in a thicket by its horns for us.  When there was no hope for us at all, when there was nothing left for us except our execution, the Lord provided the Lamb of God for us.  He has taken our place and provided us with full forgiveness for all our sins.  There is nothing left to condemn us.  We will stand before God on the last day clothed in the Lamb’s perfection.  We will stand before God and receive His gift of eternal life.  The Lord has provided for us everything we need!


We are certainly emotional people, since that is the way the Lord made us.  Perhaps sometimes it would be good if the account of our life were more like Abraham’s, if instead of all the expressions of our emotion, it was enough to say: The Lord told us what to do, and we did it.  Fortunately, the Lord never tells us to take our son, our only son, and offer him as a burnt offering on the place He will show us.  But the Lord does tell us to worship Him alone, to honor His name, and to regard His Word as holy.  He does tell us to honor our parents and others in authority, and to honor the life He has given us and others.  He does tell us to hold marriage in high honor, to respect the things God has given to others, and always to speak well of them.  Should we not get up early in the morning, get things ready, and do what the Lord has told us to do?  Jesus did that for us.  Amen.

�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�





