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Last week we looked at the beginning of Jesus’ formal public ministry when He was baptized by John the Baptist.  Before or after His temptation in the wilderness, Jesus chose some of His first disciples.  This section shows us the first five.



The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 
When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”


It was the day before this that John the Baptist had seen Jesus in the crowds listening to him and had said: “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Jn1v29.  John was the perfect preacher: he did not point people to himself, but to Jesus.  He did not cling to his own disciples, but pointed them to Jesus.  This had the desired effect when two of his disciples left him and followed Jesus.



When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”


They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are You staying?”



“Come,” He replied, “and you will see.”


So they went and saw where He was staying, and spent that day with Him. It was about the tenth hour.


They asked Jesus a truly insignificant question, such an insignificant question that John the evangelist doesn’t bother to tell us what the answer to their question was.  They asked where Jesus was staying, which doesn’t mat​ter.  What does matter is that they “spent that day with” Jesus.  I would suggest that this is a first and very important lesson for us to take home from this section: we too can spend the day with Jesus.  I will never forget the last full day I spent with my father: it was Black Friday, 1992.  I can never do that again, but we can spend every day with Jesus.


Remember that Jesus has promised us: “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Mt28v20.  In other words, Jesus spends every day with us.  Some days, many days, our eyes are not open wide enough to see that He is spending the day with us, or perhaps our minds are not remem​bering His words enough to realize that He is spending the day with us.  We can and should realize that He spends every day with us, in keeping with His promise.  We can enhance this experience for ourselves by remem​bering the words He has spoken to us from His Word, and by not hesitating to talk to Him in prayer all day long.  He is never too far away from us to listen to us.



Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 
The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).



And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).


Peter also spent that day with Jesus.  In fact, he spent many days with Jesus, even the rest of his life.  He did so because his brother was thoughtful enough to tell him about Jesus: “We have found the Messiah!” he said.  We have found the Savior promised throughout the Old Testament.


Jesus gave Peter the name by which we know him.  He had been called Simon, and Jesus called him Cephas, or Peter.  Peter means rock, and comes up again later when Jesus praises Peter’s confession of faith: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!” Mt16v16.  Jesus replied: “On this Rock I will build My Church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” Mt16v18.  Jesus was not building His Church on the man Peter, but on his rocklike confession of faith, and really on the One Peter had confessed, the Lord Jesus.  He is the only foundation for His Church.


Jesus spent that day with Andrew, Peter, and an unnamed disciple.  It is possible that this unnamed disciple was John, the son of Zebedee.  John the evangelist never names himself in his Gospel, so this could have been him.  Later, when Jesus does arrive in Galilee, He calls two more disciples, the two sons of Zebedee, James and John, who leave their father’s fishing boat behind to follow Jesus.  Right before that, Jesus called two other bro​thers to follow Him, namely, Peter and his brother Andrew, who were also fisherman.  Jesus met them near the Jordan River, where John the Baptist had baptized Him, and then later formally called them to be His disciples.


On the next day, Jesus called Philip to follow Him.



The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, He said to Him, “Follow Me.”



Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Beth​saida. 
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the One Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph.”



“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.


“Come and see,” said Philip.


Philip immediately has to tell his friend Nathanael about Jesus, “the One Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote.”  They had given the Old Testament the threefold name of the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings.  The Law was the first five books of Moses; the Prophets included Micah and Isaiah; and the Writings were a catch-all category for the rest.  Philip points especially to the prophecies about Jesus in the writings of Moses and the prophets.


But Nathanael has an immediate objection to this Savior Philip has found, namely, the fact that He is from Nazareth.  He talks about Nazareth as some despised little place, just a dot on a map somewhere.  Or perhaps he had in mind the objection people made to Jesus later on, which we heard a couple weeks ago.  They said: “How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David’s family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?” Jn7v41,42.  Yes, Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but grew up in Naza​reth.


But note the simple way in which Philip answered this objection.  We, too, can face objections when we tell someone about Jesus.  They can make all kinds of silly objections to Jesus, and we could spend hours and hours setting aside all their objections.  There is a whole area of study devo​ted to setting aside these objections; it’s called apologetics.  It can be inte​resting and useful.  But Philip simply cuts through the Gordian knot and sweeps all Nathanael’s objections aside with the simple answer: “Come and see.”  Don’t take my word for it.  No, come and see Jesus for yourself.  Jesus can certainly answer for Himself much better than I can.  And Jesus does answer for Himself.



When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, He said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.”



“How do You know me?” Nathanael asked.


Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”



Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.”


Jesus certainly has no difficulty answering for Himself!  He puts Nathanael’s objections where they belong immediately, and they are forgot​ten.  Jesus speaks to Nathanael’s heart, and reveals that He knows what is in his heart.  He knows what is in his heart because He had seen him sitting under the fig tree, that is, He had seen Nathanael before Philip ever thought of him.  Jesus reveals to Nathanael in this simple way that He is God, and elicits a confession of faith from Nathanael: “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.”



Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that.” 
He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”


The day will come when we depart this life and come to stand before God.  Will we find the gate or door to heaven open or slammed shut in our faces?  Jesus is the key.  When we come there with Jesus, we too will find “heaven open,” and we will be welcomed in because of Jesus.


Jesus tells Nathanael that when he sees “heaven open,” he will also see “the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”  That is, he will see a stairway to heaven, on which the angels will be walking back and forth.  The angels are there only as the choir that praises Jesus.  The stairway is the important part.  How do we get to heaven?  We climb the stairway to heaven.  Where do we find this stairway?  Jesus tells us.  He says: “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.” Jn14v6.  Jesus says: “I am the stairway to real life with the Father.”  There is no other stairway than Jesus.


As you plan out your day today and tomorrow and next week, plan to spend the day with Jesus.  After all, He is already spending the day with you.  Don’t neglect to invite your brother and your friend to spend the day with Jesus, too.  Tell them about the stairway to heaven, who is Jesus.  Tell them to “come and see.” Amen.
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