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“Whoever acknowledges Me before people, I will also ac​know​ledge him before My Father in heaven. 
But whoever disowns Me before people, I will disown him before My Father in heaven.



“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
For I have come to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’



“Anyone who loves his father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me; 
and anyone who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.


John the Baptist had roughly a six-month headstart on Jesus.  John was to prepare the way for Jesus, so John had to start first.  John preached to the people, but especially baptized them, so much so that he was known as the Baptist.  When the time came for Jesus to begin His formal ministry, He first came to John the Baptist at the Jordan River and was baptized by John.  The two of them stood near the shore of the Jordan River, and John scooped up water to pour over Jesus’ head.  After He was baptized, Jesus stood on the shore of the Jordan River, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in the form of a dove.  The Father spoke from heaven: “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.”


Later, after His resurrection, Jesus would issue the command that all believers are to be baptized.  “Go and make disciples,” He said, “of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  “Go into all the world,” He said, “and preach the Gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  So you and I have also been baptized.  It is important for us to remember what that means for us.


It means that Jesus put His name on us and marked us as belonging to Him.  We are the formal property of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  All the blessings of what Jesus achieved for us are given to us in Baptism.  We become children of the heavenly Father, adopted into His family through the washing of Holy Baptism.  Martin Luther included a special section in the Catechism on Baptism, which I would like to share with you.


First, he asks: “What is Baptism?” and answers: “Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God’s command and connected with God’s Word. Which is that Word of God? Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, ‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’”


When we were baptized, water was applied to us.  How the water is applied to us is not so important, but that the water is applied is important.  Normally, the water is poured over us.  The water becomes special water because of the words of God used with the water.  We use water for Bap​tism at the command of Jesus, trusting in His promises connected with Baptism.


Second, he asks: “What does Baptism do for us?” and answers: “Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. What is God’s promise? Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, ‘Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.’”


Baptism gives us what we could get nowhere else.  Where else are we going to acquire the forgiveness of our sins?  Where else are we going to be delivered from eternal death and the power of the devil?  Where else are we going to receive eternal salvation?  Those items are available for us only through God’s Word and God’s Sacraments, and nowhere else.  It certainly is important that we and our children and grandchildren receive these things through Baptism.


Third, he asks: “How can water do such great things?” and an​swers: “It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God’s Word which is in and with the water, and faith which trusts this Word used with the water. For without God’s Word the water is just plain water and not Baptism. But with this Word it is Baptism. God’s Word makes it a washing through which God graciously forgives our sin and grants us rebirth and a new life through the Holy Spirit. Where is this written? St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 3, ‘God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.’”


It is important that the water of Baptism is applied to us, but it is just ordinary water that is used.  What makes the water special is the Word of God used with the water.  That Word of God is both Jesus’ command to bap​tize and Jesus’ promises connected to Baptism.  Luther demonstrates this by quoting words the Lord’s apostle Paul wrote by inspiration of God about the source of power in Baptism, which is not the water, but the Word of God.


Fourth, he asks: “What does baptizing with water mean?” and answers: “It means that our old Adam with his evil deeds and desires should be drowned by daily contrition and repentance, and die, and that day by day a new man should arise, as from the dead, to live in the presence of God in righteousness and purity now and forever. Where is this written? St. Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, ‘We were buried with Christ through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.’”


Our Baptism is not just something from the history books, some​thing that happened on this day in history many years ago.  No, Baptism is supposed to be something that plays a role in our lives here and now.  The effects of Baptism certainly continue in us throughout our lives, and Bap​tism is to have meaning for us today and to bring comfort to us today and every day.


Jesus is speaking about this in the sermon text which we have so far ignored.  There Jesus says: “Whoever acknowledges Me before people, I will also ac​know​ledge him before My Father in heaven. But whoever disowns Me before people, I will disown him before My Father in hea​ven.”  He asks us to acknowledge that He is important to us now, and pro​mises that He will also acknowledge us before His Father in heaven.  Con​sider that on the Last Day, we and all people will stand before God and be divided, the sheep on Jesus’ right hand for heaven, and the goats on Jesus’ left hand for hell.  Jesus will acknowledge us, that is, speak up for us, claim us as His own.  “I know these people,” He will say, “and died for their sins.  They acknowledged Me as their Savior, and so I also now ac​know​ledge them as those I have saved and welcome them into heaven.”


He certainly is not speaking about us earning our way into His heaven by acknowleding Him.  Rather, our acknowleding Him is simply another way of speaking about our trusting in Him.  He is saying the same thing as: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”  But if we refuse to acknowledge Him, refuse to acknowledge that He has saved us, refuse to acknowledge that Baptism has given us all these things, then He will also refuse to acknowledge us before His Father in heaven.


When we are acknowledging Jesus before people, one of the most important people we can acknowledge Him to is ourselves.  One of the most important things to acknowledge about Jesus is Baptism.  It may be that sometime somehow you have the opportunity to acknowledge before a group of people that you have been baptized in Jesus’ name.  But you do have the opportunity every day to acknowledge to yourself that you have been baptized in Jesus’ name.


Baptism can serve as a daily reminder to us that we have not saved ourselves, that we have not been good enough for heaven ourselves.  In fact, in many cases, it is a daily reminder that we were not even born good enough for heaven.  When we were newborn babies, before we had had a chance to lash out in anger or to speak harsh words or do anything out​wardly harmful, even then we needed to be baptized.  As newborn babies already, we needed to have our sins washed away, if not the sins we had already committed, then the sinful nature we had inherited from Eve and Adam.  Even as newborn babies, we needed Jesus to save us, and He did through the washing of Holy Baptism.


It would be beneficial for us to acknowledge to ourselves each day just what Baptism has meant and still means for us.  We were in bad shape, heading for a bad end when Jesus intervened and brought us into His Father’s family.  He saved us through the washing of Baptism, not washing dirt away from our bodies, but washing the filth of sin out of our souls and giving us new life with Him forever.  This is the meaning of Baptism for us each day.


And then we will have little trouble with the other words Jesus speaks in this section.  Even though the angels told the shepherds, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,” they were not talking about peace among nations.  Not long after that, Herod’s soldiers did march through Bethlehem with the mission of killing babies.  Jesus Himself was brought to trial in part on the charge of stirring up rebellion against Rome.  In the two thousand years since Jesus’ work was completed, there has been no shortage of war all over our planet.


But there has also been an abundance of peace with God through the forgiveness of our sins, which is what the angels were telling the shepherds about.  So Jesus says: “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’”  He did not come to bring peace among nations on earth, but eternal peace between God and individual believers.


Through Baptism, Jesus has brought us into His family, which has an effect on our other family relationships on earth.  Jesus explains: “Any​one who loves his father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”  We are to love our Brother Jesus first, along with our heavenly Father, and then to love father, mother, son, daughter.  We do find that when we truly love God first, we do love our biological families more than we would otherwise.


Jesus finally says: “Anyone who does not take his cross and fol​low Me is not worthy of Me.”  Jesus carried His cross for us and was crucified on it.  We carry our crosses and treasure them as a remin​der of Jesus’ cross, which enables us to acknowledge what He has done for us. Amen.
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