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I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—
for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 
who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God and one Mediator between God and people, the Man Christ Jesus, 
who gave Himself as a ransom for all people—the testimony given in its proper time.


When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, His birth was soon announced to some nearby shepherds.  The announcement was made by angels who said, among other things: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward people.” Lk2v14.  The angels announced peace to the shepherds.  Although the angels primarily meant peace with God, spiri​tual peace, there is also some significance to the idea of worldly peace in this context.


The apostle Paul wrote that Jesus was born at just the right time.  “When the time had fully come,” Paul wrote, “God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” Ga4v4,5.  Decades before this, Julius Caesar had crossed the Rubicon River, thus committing himself to march on Rome.  There had followed various triumvirates, associations of three leaders, who then fought with each other.  For far too long, Caesar and Mark Anthony and Lepidus and Pompey marched their armies of Roman legions back and forth across the Mediterranean world, and Roman fought against Roman again and again.  Finally, Julius Caesar ended up on top of the pack and became the first Roman emperor.


He was then followed by his nephew Octavian who took the name Caesar Augustus.  He established the time of peace called the pax Romana, or the Roman peace.  He established a strong government which maintained the peace.  There were good situations for those who wanted to work, and for those who didn’t but wanted to cause trouble, there were the Roman soldiers, and, if necessary, the Roman legions.  Good roads were built and patrolled, and travel was relatively safe.  Joseph and Mary could travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem in safety.


Jesus was born during this time of peace.  There were occasional things to disturb that peace, but they stood out by way of contrast.  Jesus could still tell a parable about a man who fell among robbers as he was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, because that was a fairly deserted and rugged stretch of road, always frequented by robbers.  Jesus could tell about stupid political blunders, such as when Pontius Pilate decided to flex his muscle, but didn’t know how.  Pilate wanted to impress the Jews, so he sent a few Roman soldiers to the temple in Jerusalem to kill a few random Jews.  Foolishness, nothing but foolishness.


This matter of worldly peace certainly hits home with us who see riots and violence on the news day after day.  Starting recently in Ferguson, Missouri and spreading elsewhere, we have had scenes of rioting and looting, of demonstrations grown violent.  There is no point here in me expressing an opinion about who is right and who is wrong, except to note that no one wanted this violence.  The police intended to keep the peace, not to destroy it, and the cause of the protesters is not served by the violence either.  There is certainly reason for every one of us to do what the apostle Paul says here: “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, inter​cession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”


Peace is disturbed, disrupted, and broken by people.  People rob stores and begin violence.  People use excessive force and break the peace.  People riot and disturb the peace.  Pontius Pilate steps in and does the worst possible thing in his inept attempts to keep order.  Finally, the Roman legions are sent in to keep the peace by establishing a graveyard peace.


It has always been that way.  God created us with perfect peace.  There has never been a situation as peaceful as the Garden of Eden.  There was no violence on any side.  There were two people there living in perfect and joyful harmony.  There was no violence of any animal attacking another animal, since all were vegetarians.  There was perfect peace everywhere.


With the help of Satan, people destroyed that peace.  Urged on by Satan, Eve and Adam did the opposite of what God had said, and soon there was no peace at all.  There was no peace between Satan and people, for their eyes were opened and they saw how they had been duped.  There was no peace between Adam and Eve, for they immediately blamed each other for their problems.  There was no peace between God and people, since the people had destroyed the peace they had had with God.  There was only violence and anger on all sides.


God stepped in and restored peace.  If peace is going to be restored, God must do it.  God restored peace by promising the Savior.  The Savior was described as a future Champion, one who would fight against their enemy, Satan, and defeat him completely.  Satan’s head would be trampled into the dust.  The Savior would come as the Descendant of the woman and the man, and would suffer terribly in the process.  His heel would be crushed in the process of crushing Satan’s head.


The entire Old Testament looks forward to the fulfillment of this promise.  Periodically, the promise was repeated and expanded and made more specific.  King David was given a special revelation that the Savior would be born from his descendants.  Finally, when the time was just right, the angel Gabriel went to Nazareth in Galilee to tell young Mary that she was the one.  She would become pregnant and would give birth to the long-awaited Savior of the world, who would crush Satan’s head.


Only the Savior would be able to reestablish peace with God, the peace broken by Adam and Eve so long before.  Only the Savior would be able to fulfill God’s requirements of us, namely, a perfect and holy life lived according to His commandments, and a full payment for all sins.  Only the Savior would live the perfect life necessary, only the Savior would pay the penalty for all on the cross.  The Savior would be able to do that for all people because the Savior is fully God, really, all of God.


This is the heart of the section before us from the apostle Paul’s first letter to young Pastor Timothy.  After telling him that we all need to pray for our government leaders that they would maintain the peace, he goes on to say: “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”  This is one of the passages that was improved in the new NIV Bible.  You probably have heard that many passages were not improved, but this one was.  The version we have become familiar with for years followed the King James Bible in translating “men,” that “God wants all men to be saved.”  It has occurred to me in recent years that our English language has now changed to the point that this is not only a less than accurate translation, but a wrong trans​lation.  I think that more and more people hear those words, “God wants all men to be saved,” and their first thought is: “What about the women?”  They—and I think I am now among them—no longer hear “men” as inclu​ding all people.  The new NIV translates: “God wants all people to be saved,” which is what Paul wrote to Timothy in the original Greek.


God wants all people to be saved, and that is why He sent the Savior.  He wanted Caesar Augustus and Pontius Pilate and Judas Iscariot to be saved, along with everyone of us and everyone who makes the evening news and everyone who doesn’t.  Without exception, Jesus came for all and secured salvation and forgiveness and heaven for all.  Those who don’t want that get coal.


The Savior could do this, St. Paul writes, because of who He is.  “There is one God and one Mediator between God and people, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all people—the testi​mony given in its proper time.”  When Jesus is here called a man, the word Paul uses is different from the word he used for “people.”  This word for “man” clearly means a male individual.  There is no doubt that Jesus was male human being, not a female human being.  Any speaking about Jesus as the Child of God instead of as the Son of God is a less than accu​rate translation.


Jesus is the Mediator between God and people.  Since God and people became at odds when Adam and Eve sinned, since God and people remained at odds when everyone of Adam and Eve’s descendants followed their parents into sin, a Mediator was necessary, someone to go between God and people and restore peace.  Jesus was the perfect Mediator, because He is both God and Man.  Listen again to what Paul wrote: “There is one God and one Mediator between God and people, the Man Christ Jesus.”  “There is one God” and that is Jesus, and there is “one Mediator, who is the Man Christ Jesus.”  Jesus is God and Jesus is Man.  He is a unique individual, that is, one who cannot be compared to anyone else.  If anyone claims to know on their own how it works for a person to be God and Man at the same time, they are saying more than they know.  All we can say about it is what Scripture specifically tells us about Jesus.


We live in a world that is less than peaceful, and yet we all desire peace.  The peace is regularly broken by people, and so there is something to report on the evening news.  Only God can restore perfect peace.  God has given us government leaders to maintain outward peace, and they cer​tainly need our prayers, for their task is definitely difficult.  Anyone who knows all the answers to such problems ought to be elected to office, so that they could share the benefit of their wisdom with all of us, or more likely learn that they didn’t really know all the answers in the first place.  Pray that God would grant wisdom to our political leaders to maintain the peace.


But even more we can thank God, since He has given us perfect peace in Jesus.  Jesus has restored peace between us and God.  We broke that peace with our sins, and Jesus restored that peace by paying for our sins.  That is why He is even given the special name, the Prince of Peace. Amen.
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