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Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and His disciples, to​ge​ther with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind man, Bar​timaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by the roadside beg​ging. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”



Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”



Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”


So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 
Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.



“What do you want Me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.


The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”



“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.


“The bridegroom was a long time in coming,” we are told, “and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.” Mt25v5.  The Bridegroom is Jesus, coming for the celebration of His marriage to His bride, the Christian Church.  The celebration of that marriage is heaven forever.  The virgins represent the individual believers who are looking forward to that wedding celebration forever.  But the bridegroom is “a long time in coming.”  Count​less believers before us have been convinced that the Bridegroom is coming during their lifetimes, and they have been wrong about that point.  Many of us, as well, expect Jesus to return for the Last Day before the day of our death arrives, and we may also be wrong about that.  So we continue to wait for Jesus’ return, and waiting is hard to do.


Blind Bartimaeus was also waiting.  He had chosen a good place to sit and beg near the city gates, with people passing back and forth all day long.  He was blind and couldn’t work, so all he could do was beg for a living.  This incident is reported by three of the four evangelists, but none of them tell us how Bartimaeus lost his eyesight.  Jesus had previously healed a man in Jerusalem who had been born blind, and that may also have been the case with blind Bartimaeus.  The evangelist Matthew, the only eye-witness reporter on this incident, reports that there were two blind men present that day whom Jesus healed.  One was the vocal one, Bartimaeus; the other one aparently said nothing, but went along with whatever Barti​maeus said.


And blind Bartimaeus said a lot.  When he heard that Jesus of Naza​reth was walking past him, he began shouting for help.  Even though he was blind, he was not deaf, and he had heard lots about Jesus, and he had believed what he had heard about Jesus.  He had heard about the many miracles Jesus had performed, and so he didn’t hesitate to ask for another.  He had also heard about the many wonderful things Jesus had said, and he had believed those, too.  He had perhaps even heard about the many times Jesus had said that He was going to Jerusalem to die for the sins of the world and to rise again, and he had believed that, too.


Blind Bartimaeus shouted at Jesus, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Who told Bartimaeus that Jesus was the Son of David?  King David, of course, had ruled in Jerusalem a thousand years earlier, but there was no obvious connection between Jesus and David.  Had Barti​maeus also heard that Jesus had been born in the same town that David had come from, Bethlehem, because both Joseph and Mary regarded themselves as descended from David?  Had Bartimaeus been taught about the promise given to King David that he would eventually have a descendant who would reign forever?  All three evangelists report that Bartimaeus called Jesus “the Son of David.”


Bartimaeus shouted these words more than once, often enough in fact that people began to tell him to shut up.  He was, after all, making a lot of noise for a blind guy.  All three evangelists report that people rebuked him and told him to be quiet.  But that did not make Bartimaeus be quiet.  Instead, he shouted all the more for Jesus to have mercy on him.  It was quite a noisy scene.


Now, why did this go on so long?  Why did it take Jesus so long to notice blind Bartimaeus shouting at Him, calling to Him for help?  Why was this going on long enough for people to tell the blind man to shut up before Jesus finally summoned Bartimaeus and his blind friend to be healed?  Was Jesus intentionally ignoring Bartimaeus?  On an earlier occasion when a woman had come to Jesus asking for help for her daughter, Jesus had appeared to ignore the woman.  When Jesus did not answer her, His disciples even urged Him to send her away, “for she keeps crying out after us.” Mt15v23.

This seems strange, for Jesus knows all things.  Therefore, He knew about blind Bartimaeus before He ever came to Jericho.  He knew that He would find two blind men sitting there near the gate of the city, begging, and that He would heal them both.  So it was not without meaning that He allowed Bartimaeus to go on asking for help long enough that people even began to tell him to shut up.


Perhaps Jesus wants to teach us about the necessity of asking Him for help.  He does help us.  He does many things without our asking.  In the Small Catechism, Martin Luther explains, “God surely gives daily bread without our asking, even to all the wicked.”  But He does want us to ask.  He does want us to realize that we are dependent on Him for help.  He does want us to realize that we are not just lucky, but rather blessed by Him.  So sometimes He lets us ask for His help repeatedly, so that it would sink in to us that we really do need His help.


Or was Jesus perhaps distracted, and so did not immediately even hear Bartimaeus asking for help?  Look at what happened in the next few days!  He had left Galilee, traveled along the border between Galilee and Samaria until He came to the Jordan River.  He and His disciples had traveled south to Jericho, and now they would travel up to Jerusalem.  After Jesus healed the two blind men, He met with Zaccheus, and spent some time at his house.  Then He traveled up the road to the area of Jerusalem and went to nearby Bethany.  He spent the Sabbath day there in Bethany, at the home of Simon the former leper, where Mary of Bethany anointed Him with expensive perfume in preparation for His burial.  The next day, Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem to shouts of praise.  On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, He taught at the temple.  On Thursday, He gathered with His disciples to celebrate the Passover for the last time and to give them the replacement, the Lord’s Supper.  That evening, He was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, and in the morning condemned to death.  He was crucified that Friday, and buried before 6 PM.


Jesus knew that all this was coming.  He had been talking about it for weeks, even for years.  “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” Mt20v28.  Jesus told His disciples, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill Him, and on the third day He will be raised to life.” Mt17v22,23.  Jesus knew what was going to happen.  In not much more than a week He would be dead.


If that was the case with you, wouldn’t you tend to be a little dis​tracted?  If the doctor told you that you had only a week or two to live, do you think you would care much about what happened on your favorite TV show?  The news from the doctor would tend to focus your attention on that one thing, that you were going to die so soon, and you would appear to other people to be distracted, since you would pay so little attention to all the trifles of life.  If you were going to die in a week or two, what would be the point of mastering the use of the latest smartphone?


Jesus is fully a human being, and thus takes full part during His life in our human emotions and reactions.  In that sense, we could say that Jesus was perhaps a little distracted by what was going to happen to Him soon.  And yet, this was more than something that was going to happen to Him.  This was something He knew about in advance, long in advance, something He had been intentionally heading towards for a long time.  They would not overpower Him; they would not surprise Him; they would not outsmart Him.  No, He would let them arrest Him, after He knocked them all down once; He would let them condemn Him to death; He would let them crucify Him.


He would do all of this because of His dedication to us, because of His love for us.  “God loved the world so much that He sent His one and only Son to die for us, so that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have eternal life.”  He wants us there with Him at the eternal wedding celebration, and so He paid our way there by shedding His blood to wash away our sins.  He knew about all of this long in advance, and He went to face it for us anyway.


Blind Bartimaeus and his unnamed blind friend both received their sight from Jesus.  So what did these two formerly blind men do?  They had been unable to watch the sunset or the sunrise for a long time.  They had been unable to watch a deer run across a field.  They had been unable to see their relatives and families.  So what did they rush off to look at?  They followed Jesus along the road!  They followed Jesus and praised God!


Should we perhaps imitate them?  Jesus has given us eyesight from birth on.  He has not let it be taken away.  Jesus has given us many other physical blessings.  Jesus has given us forgiveness for our sins, our invita​tion to His eternal wedding celebration in heaven.  What can we possibly have more important to do than to follow what He has said, and to praise Him each day of our lives in everything that He has given us to do? Amen.
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