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Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 
If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 
then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 
He is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cap​stone.’ 
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”



When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 
But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 
So they ordered them to with​draw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 
“What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everybody living in Jeru​salem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. 
But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name.”



Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
But Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. 
For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”


“When they saw the courage of Peter and John.”  We need to set that observation into context, because Peter and John were not always so courageous.  After Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, after Jesus’ ascension into heaven and the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pen​tecost, then, one day, Peter and John went to the temple in Jerusalem to pray.  “A man crippled from birth” was there at the temple, and asked Peter and John for a hand​out.  Peter said to him: “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Ac3v6.  The man was healed, and Peter then explained to the crowd that gathered about Jesus in whose name this man had been healed.  He said: “You killed the Author of life, but God raised Him from the dead.” Ac3v15.  When the authorities observed this flash mob, they arrested the instigators, Peter and John, and brought them to the Sanhedrin for trial.


The way Peter and John acted here is so very different from the way they had acted just a few weeks before this.  Especially on Maundy Thurs​day evening, Peter’s display of courage was quite different.  On that eve​ning, both Peter and John were very prominent.  In the upper room, after the Passover meal, Jesus told His disciples that one of them would betray Him.  It was John who asked Jesus which disciple He meant, and Jesus indicated Judas Iscariot.  Jesus also told Peter that he would deny Jesus that evening three times, and so Peter denied that he would.


Then they left Jerusalem, went down through the Kidron Valley, and climbed partway up the Mount of Olives, until they came to a place where there was an olive press, a place known as the Garden of Gethsemane, that is, the garden of the olive press.  There Jesus prayed, and there the Jew​ish leaders under the guidance of Judas Iscariot found Jesus.  Peter saw his opportunity to demonstrate that he would never deny Jesus, so he stepped forward with a sword, fully intending to dispatch one of this group which had come to arrest Jesus.  Peter, however, was a fisherman, not a swords​man, so he chose to attack not one of the heavily-armed Roman soldiers who could defend himself, but the unarmed servant of the high priest, a man named Malchus.  Peter raised the sword over his head in order to split the man’s skull in two like a melon.  Fortunately, he missed, and only sliced off the man’s ear, which Jesus then healed.  We know from the news how at​tacking an unarmed man will be interpreted, regardless of what the full facts in the case turn out to be.


So much for Peter’s tremendous courage in the Garden of Gethse​mane.  When they arrested Jesus, all the disciples forsook Him and fled.  Peter and John, however, did not flee far, but turned around to follow them back into the city.  When Jesus was taken to the high priest’s house, John found his way inside to watch, since he had some connections to the leader​ship in Jerusalem.  John saw to it that Peter also was brought into the court​yard around the high priest’s house, so that they could watch what would hap​pen to Jesus.  There it was that Peter was attacked, again not by a heavily-armed Roman soldier, not this time even by a servant, but this time by a servant girl; she openly accused Peter of having been with Jesus.  Peter immediately denied that; he did not want to be arrested as Jesus had been arrested.  This happened again, because they recognized from Peter’s accent that he was from up north originally.  Also, one of Malchus’ relatives was there, and recognized Peter as the one who had sliced off Malchus’ ear.  Peter denied this three times, saying he did not know who this Jesus was they were talking about.  Such a courageous disciple of Jesus!


Now, however, things are different.  Peter and John are arrested, as Jesus had been arrested, and they know that they are in danger of being executed, as Jesus was executed.  But they show no fear at all.  They only boldly testify about Jesus.  Why?  They had seen Jesus alive after His cruci​fixion.  They had been instructed by Him for six weeks.  They had seen His ascension into heaven.  They had experienced the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.”


Peter characteristically was the spokesman, fully supported by John, and Peter told them: “We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard. If we are being called to account today for an act of kind​ness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cap​stone.’ Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”


Peter points out first that they were on trial for having helped a cripple in need.  Jesus had often pointed out the same thing to His accusers.  “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” Mk3v4.  Peter and John had done something good, but they were on trial for their lives because of it.  Peter then pointed their accusers away from Peter and John to Jesus.  It’s all about Jesus.  It was Jesus’ power which had healed this crippled man, certainly not any power in Peter and John.  He testified that Jesus has fulfilled Old Testament prophecy when He quoted the verse from the psalms, saying that Jesus is “the Stone you buil​ders rejected, which had become the capstone.”  He pictures people as building stones.  One stone is rejected as totally useless, but that is the very stone God chooses as the most important stone.  The Jewish leaders had totally rejected Jesus as useless, but God has chosen Jesus as the one and only Savior of the world.


Peter makes this point very clearly: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  When you come to the locked door and are asked for the password, you have to be able to say: “Smitty sent me,” or whatever the correct name is, or you won’t get in.  So, Peter says, when you come to the locked door of heaven, there is only one name which will open that door; you must be able to say: “Jesus died for me.”  No other name will work.


Someone who tries to take the place of Christ Jesus is called an anti​christ.  There is one major Antichrist, but there are many little antichrists.  Peter’s companion, John, wrote in one of his letters: “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come.” 1Jn2v18.  Jesus is the only way to life with the Father, but many try to take His place and be the way to the Father, most often, their own way to the Father.


They think and say: I’ve lived a pretty good life.  At least, I’m much better than others, and I’m not nearly as bad as some.  I’ve made up for most of the bad things I’ve done, and I have many excuses to cover over what I have done.  All in all, I’ve lived a very good life, and God will have to accept me into heaven.  When I come to the locked door of heaven, I will say that my own good works have brought me there.


The Jews as Jesus’ time had the Ten Commandments, and thought highly of them.  They would surely be saved because they had the Ten Com​mandments, specially given to them through Moses.  Jesus often pointed out to them that they had broken all of the commandments.  He spent much of His Sermon on the Mount pointing out the real meaning of the command​ments, but they were not listening.  They thought they would be saved be​cause of what they had done with the commandments.


On top of that, just in case the Ten Commandments were not enough, they had invented many other laws and rules which they thought it was meritorious to keep.  They invented rules about what activities were permitted on the Sabbath, about when they should fast, about which food to eat when.  Their successors invented many similar rules.  They planned that when they came to the locked door of heaven, they would be able to point out all the homemade laws they had kept.


But Peter boldly and courageously proclaimed that Jesus is the only name which will work at the locked door of heaven.  In fact, Jesus is the only name who has unlocked the door of heaven.  He did that when He died for our sins.  Sins are not just some little thing we can excuse away; no, sins require death.  That’s why Jesus died on the cross for us.  We should have died on the cross for us, but instead, Jesus died on the cross for us.  He rose from His grave to show that He had succeeded in paying for our sins.  He gained forgiveness for our sins.  He unlocked the door to heaven, in fact, threw it wide open.


When we come to the door of heaven, Peter says, we need to know the password.  The name of Jesus is the password that lets us into heaven.  If we try to come in our own name, the door will remain locked tight against us.  But when we come in Jesus’ name, we are welcomed in.  Amen.
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