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Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 
So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 
for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.



The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 
They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!” 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is writ​ten, 
“Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your King is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.”



At first His disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been writ​ten about Him and that they had done these things to Him.



Now the crowd that was with Him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 
Many people, because they had heard that He had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet Him. 
So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after Him!”


Did you know that the Jewish leaders planned not only to kill Jesus, but also to kill Lazarus?  Apparently, they were kicking around plans to have two men crucified on Golgatha, either by themselves, or with the two robbers who ended up being crucified with Jesus.  So who was this Laza​rus?


You should know, because he was our Gospel reading last week.  La​za​rus lived in Bethany, only a couple miles from Jerusalem.  Jesus had been to his house before, although Lazarus wasn’t mentioned being there at the time.  On that previous visit, Lazarus’ two sisters were mentioned as being there.  Sister Martha went to the kitchen to make a nice meal for Jesus and His disciples, while Sister Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His words of eternal life.  It is usually assumed that Lazarus was at work when Jesus visited.


Last week, we heard about a quick visit Jesus had made to Bethany because Lazarus had died.  Jesus had been on the other side of the Jordan River, probably on His final journey to Jerusalem.  The sisters had sent Jesus the message, “Lord, the one You love is sick.” Jn11v3.  Jesus and His disciples made the quick trip to Bethany, where Jesus spoke the beautiful words to comfort Martha, “I am the resur​rection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” Jn11v25,26.  Jesus did not need to comfort Mary, since she had sat at Jesus’ feet and un​der​stood much more than her sister, much more, in fact, than any of the other early believers in Jesus.


Jesus went to the grave where Lazarus had already been four days.  He was accompanied by Mary and Martha and by a large crowd that had come from Jerusalem also to comfort Mary and Martha.  They watched in awe as Jesus ordered the stone rolled away from the grave, and then issued the loud command, “Lazarus, come out!” Jn11v43.  They watched as the dead man, restored to life, came out, with “his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.” Jn11v44.  That was a most im​pressive miracle, performed right before their eyes; that was something they had to talk about.


Jesus entered Jerusalem to shouts of praise on Palm Sunday only a few weeks later.  He and His disciples had returned to Jericho from this quick visit to Bethany, and met blind Bartimaeus and Zaccheus.  They had traveled back up the road from Jericho to Jerusalem.  On Saturday, the Sab​bath, less than a week before His death, Jesus and His disciples had again been in Bethany.  A man Jesus had healed, Simon the Leper, had invited Jesus to a banquet, and the three Bethany siblings were there: Martha ser​ving food, Lazarus sitting near Jesus, and Mary pouring perfume on Jesus in preparation for His burial.  She was the only one who understood Jesus’ frequent warnings that He was going to Jerusalem to suffer and die by cruci​fixion.  This was the occasion that pushed Judas over the edge, since he wanted the perfume sold and the money put in his treasurer’s bag, where could give himself a small commission.


The very next day, Jesus entered Jerusalem to shouts of praise.  Per​haps Lazarus was also there; at least, the people thought he was, for the evan​gelist John writes, “A large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.”  That led the Jewish leaders to their plan to kill Lazarus along with Jesus, since many were being led to Jesus when they saw the formerly-dead man Lazarus walking around.


What about us?  We heard last week that Jesus raised Lazarus back to life, certainly among the top five of His amazing miracles.  How many peo​ple did we tell this past week about Lazarus?  How many people did we tell about Jesus?  An interesting factoid about Lazarus is that he never said a word that is recorded in the Gospels.  When Jesus came to Bethany to raise him to life, he was dead, and not saying anything.  When Jesus came back a few weeks later for the banquet at Simon’s house, we are not told a single word Lazarus said.  All his testimony about Jesus was given by his pre​sence with Jesus.  Martha spoke, Mary spoke, but Lazarus said nothing.  Curiously, in Jesus’ parable of the rich man and poor Lazarus, that Lazarus never speaks either.  Some people are like that.  Lazarus was a man of few words.  There are words of wisdom in Solomon’s book of Proverbs about that, such as, “When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.” Pr10v19.

The people on Palm Sunday were anything but quiet about Jesus.  As soon as they heard Jesus was there, they flocked to see him, and they came noisily, many shouting words of praise for Jesus.  The evangelist John records some of their shouts of praise, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!”  “Hosanna” is a Hebrew phrase, which literally means, “Save now.”  It be​came a word of praise because you only ask someone greater to help you.  Jesus came in the name of the Lord, that is, He said that He was sent by His heavenly Father, and He said that He was Himself the Lord God.  They called Him “the King of Israel,” a rather incendiary name to use at that par​ticular time and place, since many really did think still that Jesus was com​ing to Jerusalem to set up His earthly kingdom, drive out the Romans, and reign as King in Jerusalem.  Jesus had never said that, He had often said the opposite, but people’s prejudices are hard to change.


What about us?  We have heard much about Jesus, and we have many reasons to praise Him.  Did we praise Jesus this past week?  How many people did we tell about Jesus’ amazing miracles and about the other wonderful things He has done?  Did we tell anyone about His wonderful love for us, about His beautiful words, “How often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings”? Mt23v37.

Well, the praise they hurled at Jesus on Palm Sunday did not last long.  We are not told about such praise given to Jesus the next day or the next.  On Friday morning, however, there was another crowd shouting at Jesus.  Jesus had been arrested Thursday night, kept up all night at an illegal trial, and been dragged before the Roman governor at first light Friday mor​ning.  A crowd gathered for a very public kangaroo court trial of Jesus before the Roman governor Pontius Pilate.  One wonders where the crowd came from that early Friday morning.  It seems likely the Jewish leaders had summoned many of them.  We have to wonder if any of those shouting praise for Jesus on Sunday were there on Friday morning to shout other things at Jesus, specifically, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”


What about us?  What have we said about Jesus this past week?  Have we shouted His praises?  Have we shouted against Him?  Have we taken His name in vain?  Have we been silent about Him?  Have we quietly trusted in Him in whatever situations we faced?


The crowd gathered on Palm Sunday not only to see Jesus, but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  He was clearly still alive.  He is clearly not still alive today.  Lazarus had the almost unique experience of dying twice.  There are a few other people described in the Bible were died and were raised to life again; last week, we also heard about the Shunammite’s son whom the prophet Elisha raised back to life.  Each of those people died a second time, which could lead people to think that being raised back to life was not such a wonderful thing.  They were raised to life for the glory of God, not because there was some item Lazarus had not yet crossed off his bucket list.  Those who know Jesus know that death is only the doorway we step through to enter eternal life with Him.


Jesus sent two of His disciples into a nearby village to get a donkey for Him to ride on.  This was in fulfillment of the prophecy we heard earlier from Zechariah.  We perhaps miss the significance of riding on a donkey.  In those days, a king, a real human king, would ride on a horse, a war horse, a mighty steed, towering over the ordinary people.  Jesus rode on a donkey, barely about the level of the ordinary people.  He came in humility, as Paul wrote to the Philippians, to humble Himself even to death on the cross.


The evangelist John writes interesting words about this: “At first His disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been writ​ten about Him and that they had done these things to Him.”  John writes these words about him​self, along with the other disciples.  Imagine the look on their faces as they read the Old Testament prophecies, and again and again realized that they had had a part in fulfilling those Old Testament prophecies in Jesus!  All four evangelists record Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, but not one of them names the two disciples who went to get the donkey for Jesus; one of them could have been John.


This week, Holy Week, we will gather Thursday evening for the Lord’s Supper.  We will gather Friday afternoon for the crucifixion.  We will gather Sunday morning for the glorious resurrection of Jesus Himself from the grave.  We will have the opportunity to receive His body and blood together, to mourn His death which was necessary because of our sins, and to rejoice in His glorious resurrection which also means that we will rise from our graves.  Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday for the very purpose of going to the cross and dying for us, and then to rise again for us.  Amen.
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