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“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first. 
If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 
Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they perse​cuted Me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed My teaching, they will obey yours also. 
They will treat you this way because of My name, for they do not know the One who sent Me. 
If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. 
He who hates Me hates My Father as well. 
If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both Me and My Father. 
But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated Me without reason.’”


People like to make New Year’s resolutions, and then break almost as many as they make.  Sometimes people decide to give up something for Lent, and sometimes they succeed.  But often our praiseworthy goals are not met.  We resolve to give up a bad habit, but fail.  We resolve to go on a diet, but fail.  We resolve to start an exercise program, but that doesn’t last long.


Why is that?  One way of putting it is that there is pain involved.  In order to encourage themselves, people say, “No pain, no gain!”  If you are looking for the “gain” of losing weight, there is the “pain” perhaps of hun​ger, or of not eating your favorite foods.  If you are aiming at giving up a bad habit, there is often the very real pain of withdrawal.  I got involved in a weightlifting program some years ago.  I’m sure I was warned in advance that there would be a little pain involved, but I had no idea what to expect.  After our first session lifting weights, I was a little stiff the next morning, but it wasn’t too bad, until I tried to drink coffee, and my hand would not move all the way to my mouth, because my arm was in too much pain.


“No pain, no gain” has some truth to it.  But sometimes we con​vince ourselves that “no pain is no pain,” and that that is an advantage.  After all, in general we do try to avoid pain.  However, there is short-term pain and long-term pain.  Avoiding short-term pain may insure that we will have long-term pain.  Not losing that weight, not exercising, not giving up bad habits can lead to all kinds of health problems, unpleasant, painful health problems.


Jesus explains to us in this section that the Christian life is very similar.  If we are to follow Jesus, there will be pain involved.  If we don’t follow Jesus, we may avoid some short-term pain, but the long-term pain will be much worse.  However, Jesus has the ultimate cure to pain and completely removed the long-term pain from us.  Today we consider first that the world hated Jesus.  Second, the world hates us who follow Jesus.  But third Jesus is far greater than the world.


The Passion History of our Savior records many specifics of how the world hated Jesus at the end of His life.  His enemies had determined that He should die, even though He was innocent, even though they could find nothing He had ever done wrong, except to point out their sins.  They hounded Him with trick questions and false accusations.  They encouraged one of the twelve disciples in his plan to sell Jesus for money.  They arrested Jesus while He was engaged in a practice not of rebellion but of prayer.  They brought Him to an illegal trial at which they condemned Him to death, even though there still was no solid evidence against Him.  They brought Him to the Roman governor, who repeatedly stated his conviction that Jesus was innocent.  In spite of that, he was bullied into sentencing Jesus to death by crucifixion.


They carried all this out.  They whipped Him.  The put the crown of thorns on His head and pushed the thorns into His skull.  They nailed Him to the cross.  They crucified Him, that is, left Him hanging on the cross until He died of suffocation.  They made fun of Him while He was dying.  Their hatred of Jesus led to His very painful death.  Even after He had died and been buried, their hatred of Jesus was not yet ended.  They came to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, and said, “Sir, we remember that while He was still alive that Deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, His disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that He has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” Mt28v63,64.

Jesus certainly went through a lot of pain, because He had a very definite gain in mind.  To achieve that gain, there was no way to avoid the pain.  In a very real sense, if He had no pain, He would have no gain.  The gain He wanted was our forgiveness, our admittance to His heaven.  For that to happen, our sin needed to be removed.  So Jesus took the guilt of our sins onto Himself, and received exactly what those sins had coming: painful and shameful death.  When we see what happened to Jesus, we are seeing what should happen to us because of our sins, but also what won’t happen to us because of Jesus.  Because He endured the pain of the cross and of the grave, we have forgiveness for our sins and the certainty of eternal life with Him.


The world also hates us who follow Jesus.  Jesus said, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first.… That is why the world hates you.… If they perse​cuted Me, they will persecute you also.”  Consider what the world did to the early Christian followers of Jesus.  After Jesus’ crucifixion, His remaining disciples hid because of their very real fear that they would be next.  Not long after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, Peter and John went to the temple in Jerusalem to pray.  At the entrance to the temple, they healed a lame man with the power of Jesus.  That led to their arrest for such a terrible crime, their imprisonment, and their being threatened with worse.


Seven deacons were chosen to help the disciples by distributing food to the poor.  The seven are only described as talking about Jesus.  Stephen was especially vocal about his Savior.  He was arrested, and in its fury at his words about Jesus, the Jewish Sanhedrin began throwing stones at him until he died.  King Herod simply executed the disciple James, and then impri​soned Peter to do the same to him.  The apostle Paul was often in danger of death for his words about Jesus, and tradition says that he and Peter were both executed in Rome for that reason.


Has anything changed?  It is reported that North Korea plans to execute thirty-three Christians.  We live in a Christian nation, which some​how finds it offensive to display a manger scene at Christmastime.  We have huge Christian churches where Jesus is rarely mentioned.  It’s safer that way.  When Jesus is men​tioned, He is presented as our example: Jesus lived a good life, and so should you.  That’s safer than saying that Jesus died in payment for your sins.


According to Jesus’ promise, the world to this day hates those who follow Jesus.  But the saying still applies that “no pain is no pain.”  If we do not stand up for Jesus, we do avoid much of the world’s persecution.  Why should we bring down on our heads what they gave to Jesus?  Why not avoid all that trouble?  As Jesus says, “If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.”  There is a choice involved; either we belong to Jesus, or we belong to the world.  If we belong to Jesus, we are hated by the world.  If we belong to the world, we join in hating those who follow Jesus.


Jesus gives us forgiveness for our sins and the certainty of heaven through faith in Him.  “No pain, no gain” does not mean that the pain we endure earns us the gain of heaven.  No, it would rather mean that the pain we endure comes from retaining and holding onto the heaven Jesus has given us.  Not following Jesus would be the same as giving up on that faith in Him.  He promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized with be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Mk16v16.

The world hated Jesus, and so the world also hates us who follow Jesus.  But Jesus is far greater than the world, and in many ways.  First of all, Jesus is God and is therefore all-powerful.  No matter what the world plans to do to us or attempts to do to us or actually does do to us, Jesus has complete control and keeps us completely safe.  We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Deliver us from evil.”  Martin Luther explains:

In conclusion we pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would deliver us from every evil that threatens body and soul, property and reputation, and finally when our last hour comes, grant us a blessed end and graciously take us from this world of sorrow to Himself in heaven.
_Ä_The Lord has already delivered us from many evils that threaten body and soul, property and reputation.  Eventually, He will deliver us completely from all the evil and hatred of this world when He takes us home to Him​self.


Jesus is greater than this world because what He gained for us and gives to us is not worth comparing with the hatred of this world.  Jesus gives us full and complete forgiveness for our sins, which means that God is our best Friend who has nothing against us.  He is delighted to hear our every request, also for deliverance from the hatred of the world.  No matter how much the world accuses us of wrongdoing, just as they accused Jesus of wrongdoing, God does not accuse us of wrongdoing.  He calls us His children whom He loves, with whom He is well-pleased.


Jesus is greater than this world because He Himself is with us always, just as He has promised.  If we ever feel that we are all alone, that is only a feeling, for Jesus is right there with us.  He is the One who really can understand all of our problems and concerns.  The very worst we are en​during is nothing compared to what He endured for us.  He “has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.” He4v15.

Jesus is greater than the world that hates us because He has given us heaven, where we will spend forever with Him.  It seems like a long wait to get there, but that is only the way it seems.  The reality is heaven and this life now is the intermission before we arrive there.  Heaven is like a loving family reunion, like a wedding banquet with good food and friends which lasts forever.  How can that be compared to a little hatred from the world now?  Amen.

�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�





