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Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 
I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 
You are still world​ly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 
For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere men?



What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 
The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded ac​cor​ding to his own labor. 
For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.



By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.


Paul’s words here remind me of the chorus to a Carly Simon song from 1972, “You’re so vain, you probably think this song is about you, You’re so vain, I’ll bet you think this song is about you Don’t you? Don’t you?”  The song struck a chord, because we do tend to think that the universe revolves around us.  There is a sales technique which holds that if you can get people to talk about themselves, they will buy your product.  In the 1800s, there was a professor in Germany who would take students for a walk; the professor would talk non-stop during the walk, and at the end thank the student for a good conversation.  Once a student managed to slip in a comment on the weather, and the professor told someone else that the student was a fine student otherwise, but he talked too much!


Paul’s message to us in this section is that it is not all about you and it is not all about me.  No, it’s all about Jesus.  That is such a simple lesson, and also a very important lesson.  It is not about you and it’s not about me, but it is all about Jesus.


The apostle Paul had spent a year and a half in Corinth on his second missionary journey, much longer than Paul spent in most places.  Corinth is located on what is called the isthmus of Greece, a very narrow section of the peninsula down into the Mediterranean.  To the north is the mainland of Greece, and to the south is the lower peninsula, called the Peloponnesus.  Some of the Olympic-type games were held nearby, and it was also a great short-cut from the Aegean Sea to the Adriatic Sea, which saved traveling around the Peloponnesus, which usually involved storms.  So it was quite a cosmopolitan city, with all the problems that that brought.


On his third missionary journey, Paul spent most of his time in Ephesus, just across the Aegean Sea from Corinth.  Toward the end of his time in Ephesus, Paul received a letter from the Christian congregation at Corinth.  They had problems, lots of problems, which Paul addressed by letter.  We call his letter dealing with their problems 1 Corinthians.  Later, Paul received another letter from them, giving the results his first letter had had among them.  That led Paul to write a second letter to them, which we call 2 Corinthians.


One of their problems had to do with their pastors, or rather with their attitude toward their pastors.  They compared one pastor with another, and chose their favorite pastor.  Some favored the apostle Paul who had begun work among them.  Others favored a man named Apollos, a very learned Jew who had previously been active in Ephesus; some have sug​gested Apollos as the author of the letter to the Hebrews.  Still others favored Peter.  It is possible that Peter had been to Corinth, but it is just as possible that people were saying, “If only Peter would come to Corinth, things would be better!”  So which was their best pastor?


In the first congregation I served, I was the fifth new graduate from the seminary in a row.  The congregation had been founded by old retired Pastor Hueschen, who was known mainly for his flowers, and for carrying candy in his pocket for children.  The first graduate seemed to be very suc​cessful, and built the membership up, but did so with a six-week instruction class which ignored quite a few doctrines of Scripture, and caused problems for decades after he left after just four years.  His successor stayed just three years.  The third lasted five years, but had to deal with all the doctrinal problems left behind by the first pastor.  The fourth probably should not have been allowed into the ministry, and resigned after less than three years.  I stayed nine years, and some things stabilized, but many still looked back to the glory days of the past, when the church was packed to overflowing as people came to see the young pastor who waffled on many of Scripture’s teachings.  Perhaps it was prophetic that the text chosen for the sermon at my installation was from this section of 1 Corinthians.


Paul’s message to the Corinthians is that it is not all about you, it is not all about me, it is not all about Pastor Paul or Pastor Apollos or Pastor Peter.  It is all about Jesus.  As Paul writes, “What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe”—not to believe in Paul or in Apollos, but to believe in Jesus, the Savior.  Earlier, Paul had written, “Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul?” 1Cor1v13.  Of course not.  Paul is only the messenger.  The message is all about Jesus.


Paul describes the work of these messengers in wonderful terms: “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.”  Paul came to Corinth and planted the seed of God’s Word in their hearts, the seed of faith in Jesus.  Later, Apollos watered that seed with more of God’s Word.  But God made the seed grow into powerful faith in Jesus, the Savior.


You and I and most people long for an end to this worse than usual winter and for spring to come.  Many of us want to plant the garden again.  We want to be Paul and put the seeds into the ground.  We want to be Apollos and water the new seeds and plants, usually with Miracle Gro.  We want to watch as once again God “makes things grow.”  It really is rather miraculous that a small seed, which doesn’t look a lot different from dirt, is planted and watered and grows to produce such an abundant crop of corn or beans or peppers.


God still does that work in human hearts today.  He sends out His Word which points us to Jesus.  He gives us Baptism into the name of Jesus.  He gives us Jesus’ body and blood to eat in the Lord’s Supper.  Who it is through whom that comes to us is unimportant, as long as it is Jesus we are receiving.  The pastor who baptizes us is often different from the pastor who instructs us before confirmation, and is different again from the pastor who gives us the Lord’s Supper for many years.  I was baptized by Pastor Alfred Theodore Kretzmann and instructed for confirmation by Pastor Richard Shekner, both of whom long dead, Shekner after going off the deep end on the issue of Bible translations; he somehow convinced himself that the King James Version was an inspired translation, the only right one.


But through all the pastors we have, God is the one who makes things grow.  Paul uses another illustration, this one from house construc​tion.  The first thing to construct for any building is not the roof, but the foundation.  In a structure without a basement, like our church, there are still footings which are placed deeply into the ground, so that as much as possi​ble nothing will move over the life of the building.  As Paul writes, “By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.”  Since the foundation is the most important part of a building, Paul was careful to lay down a good foundation for the Corinthian church.  The pastors who followed him would build on that foundation.


Paul goes on to talk about various building materials that can be used on top of that foundation: “If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.” 1Cor3v12,13.  The only one of the six building materials Paul mentions which we use is wood, but that’s not the point Paul is making here.  The very best materials—gold, silver, costly stones—and the worst materials—hay or straw—are equally less than the foundation he had laid.  Paul says, “No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”


Jesus is the foundation.  Jesus is the building materials.  Jesus is the walls.  Jesus is the roof.  Jesus is everything, because it’s all about Jesus.  Any of our best ideas are no better than hay or straw compared to Jesus.  It’s all about Jesus.


The people in Corinth seem to have had a hard time with that simple concept, and Paul pulled no punches with them.  He writes, “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.”  You are babies, he says, and must be fed baby food.  No steak and potatoes for you.  No, you can’t handle anything more than milk from a bottle.


Perhaps we are sometimes like those people in Corinth.  Sometimes, we need to be reminded that it’s not all about us, but it is all about Jesus.  Jesus is the Savior, not us.  Jesus died for our sins.  We are not such good people that we don’t need Him to die for us.  No, we very much need Him to die for us.  Without Jesus, we have no hope, no future we want to look forward to.  But with Jesus, we have everything.  We have His promises and His presence and His blessings now, and we have everything to look forward to in the future.  It is, after all, all about Jesus.  Amen.
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