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Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 
For the hus​band is the head of the wife as Christ is the Head of the church, His body, of which He is the Savior. 
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.



Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her 
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the Word, 
and to present her to Him​self as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other ble​mish, but holy and blameless. 
In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves him​self. 
After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church—
for we are mem​bers of His body. 
“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 
This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.


At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus demonstrated that He is God by attending a wedding.  It was held in Cana, a small town in Galilee, and we are not told who was getting married.  That, apparently, is not important.  We are only told that Jesus was at the wedding, along with His disciples, along with His mother, Mary.  Jesus blessed that wedding with His presence there.  In the service used for weddings, we say: “Our Lord Jesus Christ came as an invited Guest to the wedding at Cana, and with His gracious presence He brought joy and gladness to those who were there. Jesus is also with us who have gathered in His name to celebrate with the Word of  God and prayer the marriage of [blank] and [blank].”  And we pray: “As Your Son Jesus graced the wedding at Cana with His presence, so may He be with us who pray in His name.”


Jesus gave a wedding present to this unnamed couple who were get​ting married, a gift that was openly acknowledged as large and special.  They celebrated a wedding for a week, which required a large quantity of food and drink, and they ran out of wine.  Jesus made more.  Instantly.  He changed water into wine just like that.  He made lots of wine, 120-150 gallons of wine, near the legal limit for home production today.  This miracle Jesus performed is clear proof that He is God.  The people could be sure that this was the Savior God had promised them, because He is God and Man at the same time.


This morning we look at the apostle Paul’s words about marriage, and we miss the point of this section entirely if we do not see that it is all about Jesus.  Jesus blessed the wedding in Cana with His presence and His gift.  Jesus to this day is the pattern for our marriages.  The wife is told to submit to her husband in the same way that the Church sub​mits to Christ.  The husband is told to love his wife in the same way that Christ loved the Church.  Jesus is the pattern for the relationships within marriage.


People have trouble understanding what it means that the wife is to submit to her husband.  There are good reasons for people to have trouble understanding that, two good reasons.  First, there are husbands, and second, there are wives.  If husbands were the way they were supposed to be, wives would have an easy time submitting.  If wives were not so rebellious, they would have an easy time submitting.  Paul points us to the relationship the Church has to Christ.  The Church submits to Christ in everything.  No mat​ter what Christ says, we accept it and believe it and follow it, because He is our Savior.  He is perfect in every way, and so submission to Jesus is easy.  If husbands were like Christ, as they are supposed to be, wives would have an easy time submitting.


Jesus is even more clearly the pattern for our marriages when Paul tells the husband to love his wife.  A husband is to love his wife in the same way that Christ loved the Church.  How did Christ love the Church?  As Paul says, Christ “gave Himself up for her.”  That means He died for her.  Christ loved us so much that He went to the cross and died for us.  Most husbands would be honest enough to admit that they do not measure up to that standard.  The husband is to love his wife so much that he would die for her.  That does not happen very often.  But then, the focus is not to be on the husband or on the wife, but on Christ who has loved them both and died for them both, and risen again for them both.


There is no doubt that marriage is in trouble these days.  I have only seen a few episodes of Duck Dynasty, but I wonder if the show isn’t at least in part wildly popular because it depicts for the most part stable mar​riages, something you don’t often see on television.  The husbands are not perfect and the wives are not perfect, but they are committed to each other, and that fact does not get questioned.  If that is not the case, then I’ve only watched a few episodes, and I’m making a judgment on less than the full evidence.


One of the chief attacks on marriage today is when it is simply avoided.  People act as if they were married without actually getting mar​ried.  They have the cohabitation, they share the bills, they may have chil​dren, but they haven’t made a lifelong commitment to each other.  They are somewhat like the house builder who had a new idea.  He would start building the house with the roof, and work down from there.  He did not have much success with his new idea, and those who invent their own rules for a substitute for marriage do not have a lot of success either.


In marriage, two young and inexperienced people come together to begin something they don’t fully understand.  They make promises that may well seem silly at the time, such as promises about “sickness and health,” when they are both young and healthy.  They enter into a new life together, a life filled with uncertainties.  But they enter into that life with the certainty of each other’s promise of commitment to their spouse.  They will face the uncertainties and the challenges together, and they will overcome them or be overcome by them together.  When husband or wife renege on that com​mit​ment, then the marriage is in serious trouble.


And what can be expected when people try to begin without that com​mitment?  They will have a trial marriage.  They will be fully com​mit​ted to each other for today, or for this week, or for this month, but next month may be entirely different.  They are each afraid of making a commit​ment to the other, and yet each deperately hopes that the other really is com​mit​ted to them, and won’t turn their back on them.  But they have no pro​mise from them that they won’t, just their hope.


Another attack on marriage today comes when the participants God specifies for marriage are disregarded.  Paul quotes the words used at the beginning of time for the institution of marriage, words which Jesus also quoted when He was asked questions about marriage.  If you want to know what marriage is, these are the words that answer that question.  “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”  Notice that there is a leaving and a cleaving.  The man leaves his father and mother and cleaves to his wife.  Jesus quoted those same words with an explanatory addition: “‘For this rea​son a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore, what God has joined together, let man not separate.” Mt19v5,6.

The man and the woman each leave their respective families and establish a new family unit.  The “leaving” does not refer so much to geo​graphy as it does to their relationship to each other.  The relationship between husband and wife becomes primary.  The relationship to father and mother is still there and still very important, but the relationship between husband and wife comes first.


But today we hear constantly in the news about legalizing husband-husband marriages, or wife-wife marriages.  This also is an attack on mar​riage.  Some have pointed out the contrast: Those who can get married don’t want to, and those who can’t get married want to.  That sounds a lot like the basic sinful human nature that comes out in any child.  Tell a child he can’t and he immediately wants to.  The apostle Paul once confessed the same thing about himself.


Our government has difficult decisions to make, since its goal can​not be enforcing morality, but rather maintaining peace and order.  Even though homosexual relationships are not good for our nation, our govern​ment may legalize homosexual marriages everywhere in an effort to main​tain peace and order.  Similarly, God gave Moses laws about divorce, not because that was an essential part of marriage, but to maintain peace and order.


The apostle Paul who wrote these words about marriage was not married at the time that he wrote these words.  There is some speculation that he had been married earlier and that his wife had died, but there is not much evidence to base such a speculation on.  So when Paul writes about marriage, he doesn’t give us the benefit of his vast wisdom acquired by his own experience.  No, he instead takes us back to the beginning, to the time when God brought Adam and Eve together.  They were married in the Gar​den of Eden with full commitment to each other.  Then they sinned together, and together heard God’s announcement of forgiveness through the coming Seed of the woman who would crush the devil’s head.


Jesus talks about marriage, even though He too was not married.  There is some speculation that Jesus was married, but that is based on no facts whatsoever, but only speculation.  When Jesus talks about marriage, He talks as the Creator and Inventor of marriage, and thus also as the Regu​lator of marriage.  He knows what marriage is supposed to be, and points us to all the wonderful blessings He wants us to receive through marriage.


One final point about marriage.  The promise we make in marriage is: “as long as you both shall live.”  Marriage is only for this life, not for heaven.  I personally do not fully understand that at all, but that is what Scripture says.  We look forward to going to the home our Savior has pre​pared for us, because He did love the Church so much that He died for her.  It is an added blessing when husband and wife can look forward to that eternal home together. Amen.
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