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It is no news that we are preparing to celebrate Christmas.  We put up Christmas decorations, we buy Christmas presents, we plan Christmas parties.  All of this is done to celebrate and remember the anniversary of something that happened a long time ago.  We remember the birth of our Savior, born to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, out back in the barn, “because there was no room for them in the inn.” Lk2v7.  We remem​ber the heavenly birth announcement that went out to the shepherds, who were the first visitors to see and worship our Savior.  We cannot forget the visit later on of the wise men, also to worship the Savior of the world.


We do all this to commemorate something that happened a long time ago.  By the best estimates of scholars, it was 2017 years ago that our Savior was born.  That sort of diminishes the significance of Pearl Harbor Day yesterday, a mere 72 years ago.  We put all this effort into celebrating the anniversary of something we must read about in the history books, the history books of Luke and Matthew, of Isaiah and Genesis.


But there is another Christmas Day in our future, a day we will see with our own eyes, a day that will come soon.  It is the day on which our Lord Jesus comes into this world visibly the second time.  It is a day He Him​self tells us to be ready for.  It is a day we can anticipate, either a day we will still be alive to see, or a day we will be raised to see.  It is the day Jesus is speaking about in the portion of Scripture we consider this morning.  It is a joyous day for us, a day when we take full possession of all the blessings Jesus brought and gained for us at the first Christmas.


However, in this section, Jesus focuses His attention and our atten​tion on the other side, the negative side, what this will mean for those who reject Jesus.  We do not reject Jesus, and yet we still need the constant re​min​der not to reject Jesus, not to forget our Savior, or, as Jesus puts it, RE​MEMBER LOT’S WIFE.  We hear verses from Luke’s Gospel, chapter 17.



“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 
People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.



“It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 
But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.



“It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is re​vealed. 
On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 
Remember Lot’s wife! 
Who​ever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 
I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 
Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left. [
Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.]”



“Where, Lord?” they asked.


He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.”


Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be when Jesus returns.  Just as it was in the days of Lot, so it will be when Jesus returns.  Life went on, just as it does today.  As Jesus says, people were “eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage.”  They were “eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building.”  They were busy with their lives, with everything important in their lives, except Jesus, up until the day the destruction came.


We have experienced many similar things in recent years.  They were “eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage” up until the day when the tsunami slammed into the coast of Japan.  They were busy with their ordinary lives up until the hour when the hurricane devastated New Orleans or New Jersey.  They were going about life as usual up until the minute the tornadoes touched down and destroyed much of Washington, Illinois.  Is not the Lord reminding us to be ready for His return?  Although it will be the ultimate good news for us, it will be the ultimate bad news for many who are not ready, who do not want Jesus to return.


The first world, from Adam to Noah, lasted perhaps 1500 years, long enough for things to go very bad.  It came to the point where the few believers left were dying out, and only Noah and his family remained.  The Lord in His wisdom resolved to wipe the slate clean and start over.  He chose to use a worldwide flood to destroy all life, except for what he pre​served in the ark.  He gave Noah 120 years of warning, time which Noah used to warn other people of the coming flood, of the need to repent.  Noah was laughed at, not listened to, rejected.  In the last few years before the flood, Noah and his sons built the ark.  At the Lord’s instruction, Noah and his family boarded the ark, along with the many different kinds of animals the Lord sent to the ark.


The waters did not have to rise very far to make survival impossible.  The great mountains and canyon valleys we have were formed during the flood and as the floodwaters ran off afterwards.  The flood did its work, and only Noah and his family were saved, only those who believed the Lord’s words and promises about the coming Savior.


Lot was Abraham’s nephew who accompanied him into the pro​mised land.  There the Lord’s blessing on Abraham spilled over onto Lot, and was so abundant that they could no longer live side by side.  They agreed to separate, and Abraham gave Lot first choice.  Lot chose the rich plain to the south of the Dead Sea.  He did not choose wisely, for there in the plain were the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Lot first camped near the cities, and eventually moved his dwelling inside the city of Sodom.  There he and his family were affected by the immorality of the city, especially by the homosexuality rampant in Sodom and Gomorrah.


Putting things in human terms, the Lord told Abraham, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached Me.” Gn18v20,21.  Of course, the Lord already knew the truth, and sent two angels to carry out His will.  The Lord would completely destroy Sodom and Gomorrah because of their homosexuality.  But, in His mercy, the Lord would first attempt to save Abraham’s nephew, Lot, and his family.  The two angels went to Sodom to find Lot.  The men of the city tried to rape the angels, but that was not going to happen.  The angels told Lot to gather his people and leave.  Lot and his family were reluctant to leave their home.  Finally, the angels grabbed them and dragged them out of the city, telling them to flee and not to look back when the fire and brimstone fell on Sodom and Gomorrah.


They ran away, but Lot’s wife did stop and turn and look back.  We are never told her name; she is only Lot’s wife.  For that matter, we are never told the names of the daughters, only that there was an older daughter and a younger daughter.  Lot’s wife looked back at Sodom, where she had left her heart, “and she became a pillar of salt.” Gn19v26.  That must be a miracle, since a human body does not normally turn into a statue made out of salt.  This was not a good thing for her.  This was a miracle, not a miracle which helped Lot’s wife, but one that hap​pened as a warning for everyone else in the world.  As Jesus says, “Remem​ber Lot’s wife!”  Remember that she was not ready, remember that she clung to the city of sin, remember that she turned her back on the Savior, remember that the coming Christmas Day will not be a good day for her.  Remember Lot’s wife!


I believe that the flood at Noah’s time should also be called a mir​acle.  Afterwards, the Lord promised that there were never again be such a worldwide flood.  It was a miracle that destroyed all life on the earth, but also lifted up the ark and kept it safe.  The same waters that drowned all other people saved Noah and his family.  The apostle Peter wrote about that, “God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.” 1Pe3v20,21.

Jesus also describes the rapture in this section.  In fact, the name “rapture” comes from the word “taken.”  The rapture is nothing dange​rous, as long as it is presented as the Bible always presents it, as something that happens on the Last Day.  When it is described as something happening before the Last Day, then we have entered into the area of fantasy, and left reality behind.  Jesus taught, “I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left. [Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.]”  The words “on that night” specify the exact time when Jesus returns for the Last Day, for the Christmas Day in our future.


We should celebrate Christmas.  How can we not remember what our Savior did for us 2017 years ago, when He was born in poverty to the vir​gin Mary in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, in the little town of Bethle​hem, in fulfillment of Micah’s prophecy?  How can we not worship Him with the shepherds?  How can we not offer Christmas presents to Him with the wise men?  How can we not treasure all these things in our hearts with Mary?  How can we not join in all the wonderful Christmas carols with the angelic host?


But do not forget the Christmas to come, the day coming soon when we will receive full possession of all Jesus gained for us, not only by His birth in Bethlehem, but also and especially by His suffering and death in Jerusalem, by His glorious resurrection and ascension into heaven.  Remem​ber that where we live here and now is no permanent dwelling, but we will also be taken from here.  When the angels bid us come, we ought not be reluctant as were Lot and his family, but we should leave this world of sin and sorrow and go with them to the home Jesus has prepared for us.  There is no reason to look back; there is no reason to leave our hearts behind.  Remember Lot’s wife!  Amen.
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