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“As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took His seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 
A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before Him. Thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.



“Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 
(The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)



“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into His presence. 
He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.



“I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed through my mind disturbed me. 
I approached one of those stan​ding there and asked him the true meaning of all this.


And, yes, we also ask the true meaning of this.  The book of Daniel is not an especially easy book of the Bible.  Daniel is talking about a vision he had of the Last Day, of Judgment Day, and since that is still in the future, there are some questions that cannot yet be answered.  But there is plenty of good news for us here, plenty of reason not just for hope but also for con​fidence.


The first six chapters of Daniel tell us about Daniel’s life.  He was transported from Jerusalem to Babylon as a prisoner and trained for the king’s service.  We are told about the three men in the fiery furnace, about Daniel in the lion’s den, and about the writing on the wall.  Several times the Lord foretells the future through Daniel, pointing especially to four kingdoms which will be succeeded by the final, eternal kingdom.  The first of the kingdoms is Babylon, the kingdom of gold.  That will be followed by the Persian kingdom, the kingdom of silver.  Then will come the Greek empire under Alexander the Great and his successors, the kingdom of bronze.  Finally, there will be the Roman Empire, the kingdom of iron.  At that time the final kingdom, the kingdom of rock will come, the Christian Church, built on the Rock which is Christ.


When Daniel refers here to “the other beasts,” he is talking about the four beasts he saw at the beginning of this vision.  The first beast, like a lion, was the Babylonian Empire.  The second beast, like a bear, was the Persian Empire.  The third beast, like a leopard, was the Greek Empire.  The fourth beast, the Roman Empire, had large iron teeth and ten horns.  Daniel watched as another little horn grew, uprooted three other horns, and had eyes and a mouth that spoke boastfully.  This is obviously an enemy of God which grows up out of the power of the Roman Empire, that is, the Anti​christ.


Daniel sees the last day of judgment, when we will stand before God, when the books will be opened and sentence passed on us.  God the Father is described as “the Ancient of Days,” older by far than any of us.  God has, of course, existed from the very beginning, from eternity.  While “man born of woman is of few days,” Jb14v1, God is of many days, of all days, before all days.  There have been well over two million days since God created the world, and He existed before that.  His hair was “white like wool,” not so much, I think, to emphasize His age as to emphasize His per​fection, just as “His clothing was white as snow,” completely unstained and perfect.  God, the “Ancient of Days,” is seated on a throne which is all afire, and there is a river of fire flowing from His throne.  On top of that, He is surrounded by “ten thousand times ten thousand” angels, I think, that is, a hundred million angels.


But God the Father is not alone.  Coming on the clouds of heaven is “One like a Son of man,” that is, the Son of Man and Son of God, our Lord Jesus.  He comes into the presence of the Ancient of Days as His equal, since He was begotten of the Father from eternity.  He has full authority, glory, power, worship, and His kingdom exists into all eternity.  Although the Holy Spirit is not mentioned here, He is certainly not excluded.  We will come on the Last Day before the Triune God for judgment.


In the midst of this awesome scene is inserted something very dis​cordant.  Daniel still sees the horn muttering boastful words.  The horn seems unaware of his divine Judge.  The horn, the Antichrist, continues speaking against God and against Christ, flaunting himself and all the authority he has claimed for himself.  How can he do that?  It does not last for long, for as Daniel watches, the fourth beast with all its horns, including the Antichrist, “was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire.”


Picture, if you will, a courtroom today.  The judge is there in his black robe, the bailiff, stenographer, attorneys, and guards are all in place for sentencing.  In is led the man who has already been found guilty and now only needs to be sentenced to prison or to death.  The prisoner holds his head high and loudly boasts and threatens about what he is going to do, about how the judge and all the others involved will pay for what they are doing.  The judge passes sentence and the prisoner is led away, and blissful silence and order are restored to the courtroom.  So with the boastful horn, quickly destroyed.


This is very like the picture that King David described in the second psalm.  He writes, “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed One. ‘Let us break their chains,’ they say, ‘and throw off their fetters.’” Ps2v1-3.  They are plot​ting against the Lord God and His Anointed One, against the Messiah, against the Christ, against Jesus.  They are planning to destroy God and take His place.  They will build a tower and climb up into heaven, push God out, and rule in His place.  They will deny that God exists, or claim that they have already killed Him, and then try to take His place.


Notice what David writes next in the second psalm in response to those boastful words, “The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.”  The Lord deems their vicious attacks on Him laughable, ludicrous, like kittens viciously play-attacking their owner, like small chil​dren wrestling their father, except that there is no love lost between God and His enemies.  Their attack will fail, their plots will not work, He will frus​trate all their plans.


He does that with the Gospel.  David continues, “Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, ‘I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill.’” Ps2v4-6.  They cannot replace God and become king in His place, for He has already enthroned the eternal King, Jesus.  Zion is the hill on which the temple was built in Jerusalem.  The Father totally defeats all His boastful enemies with Jesus, His King, the One He has established as King forever.


Then Jesus Himself speaks in the words of David’s psalm, “I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My Son; today I have become Your Father. Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, the ends of the earth Your possession. You will rule them with an iron scepter; You will dash them to pieces like pottery.’” Ps2v7-9.  Jesus has been named as the eternal King since eternity.  All those boastful enemies are completely in His power; they belong to Him, and He can do with them what He will.  He rules them with an iron scepter, that is, they have no choice but to do what He commands.  If they disobey, He will dash them to pieces like pottery, and destroy them just like the boastful horn.


David concludes the second psalm with words of advice for the enemies and for us, “Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for His wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.” Ps2v10-12.  All need to know who is in charge.  If they disrespect Him, they will be destroyed.  Because He is the eternal and all-powerful God, our Savior, we need to take refuge in Him.


This is what we see in our world today.  The fact that the Ancient of Days and His Son are in charge of the entire universe is mostly hidden from people’s eyes.  The Ancient of Days is allowing them to speak boastfully for a time before sentencing is imposed on them.  But the books have already been opened, and their sentences are already written there.  Vain mockery of God is abundant today in our world, as people conspire and plot in vain against God.  They obviously have not heeded the advice to be wise and to be warned.  Their attempts against God are no more than laughable to God, even though they may cause us sorrow.  The Lord only waits until the time He has chosen to drag them away to eternal punishment.


Daniel pictures for us the Last Day, the day for judgment, which will come at a time of the Lord’s own choosing, not of our choosing.  He warns us to be ready for that day every day.  It is a day to look forward to, a day when all things will be set right forever, a day when we will see our won​der​ful Savior with our own eyes.


However, we do need to recognize that the inhabitants of our planet have two different attitudes toward that day that is coming soon.  Antichrist and all his followers anticipate the day when they will finally dethrone God, but they will be disappointed.  Believers anticipate the day when they will finally go to the home Jesus has prepared for us.  It is the difference between the thief who, even on the cross, was still hurling insults and blasphemy at Jesus and the other thief who prays, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom.”  To that second thief and to us, Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.” Lk23v42,43.  God grant it!  Amen.
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