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During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples to Him and said, 
“I have compassion for these people; they have already been with Me three days and have nothing to eat. 
If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.”



His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?”



“How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.


“Seven,” they replied.



He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When He had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, He broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before the people, and they did so. 
They had a few small fish as well; He gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. 
The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 
About four thousand men were present.


In connection with the fourth of July, the local news thought it would be interesting to find out what life was like in our area of Michigan when the Declaration of Independence was signed.  They learned that none of our local cities even existed at that time.  The population of Michigan consisted of Indians and perhaps some French trappers and traders passing through.  If anyone here was interested in the signing of the Declaration of Independence, it would have taken perhaps a year for that information to reach Michigan.  Talk about being in a remote place!


Jesus and His disciples were in a remote place when Jesus wanted to feed the four thousand.  At that time, they were on the east side of the Jordan River, a region known as Perea in the south and the Decapolis in the north.  The west side of the Jordan River, Judea and Samaria, is the land that was flowing with milk and honey, a land of valleys and streams and lush vegetation.  Perea and the Decapolis were different.  This was an area of plateau without much water and with a lot of rock.  It was not an area for farms, but only for pastureland.  It was definitely a remote area.


Jesus usually went to such remote areas just because there weren’t many people there, and Jesus could have the privacy He needed for prayer and for teaching His disciples.  But it often happened that the crowds of people followed Jesus into these remote areas.  This time, they came with “the lame, the blind, the crippled, [and] the dumb,” Mt15v30, for Jesus to heal.  Jesus did so, and then taught the people, and then also fed them.


It was Jesus’ disciples who asked the question, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?”  It was their response to the teachable moment Jesus had designed.  Jesus said to His disciples, “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with Me three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.”  He wants His disciples to work out the details of how it will be possible to feed all these people.  They state that it is impossible to find enough food for all these people in such a “remote place.”


This was not the first time that Jesus had prepared a teachable moment for His disciples.  In fact, it was just a few weeks before this that they had been in practically the same situation.  On that occasion, Jesus had said to His disciples, “Come with Me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” Mk6v31.  They went to the east side of the Sea of Galilee, a very remote place.  But crowds of people followed, and Jesus taught them.  First, He told His disciples, “You give them something to eat.” Mk6v37.  They did not know what to do.  But Jesus did, and He fed the people miraculously.


Now, a few weeks later, they were in almost exactly the same situa​tion.  They were again on the east side of the Jordan, in a “remote place.”  People had again come to them, and Jesus had taught them.  Again Jesus asked His disciples to figure out how to feed all these people.  When they thought it was impossible, Jesus fed the people miraculously.  One would think the disciples would have remembered the first time when they faced the same situation the second time, but apparently they had short memories.


Some have accused the Gospel writers of being confused and telling about the same incident twice.  They would say that there was only one time when Jesus fed the crowd miraculously, but the evangelists reported it twice.  However, there are some differences between the two incidents.  The location was not exactly the same.  The first time, Jesus fed five thousand, the second time four thousand.  The first time, He used five loaves of bread and two fish, the second time seven loaves of bread and a few small fish.  The first time the disciples gathered twelve baskets of leftovers, the second time only seven baskets of leftovers.  Not long after this, Jesus warned His disciples:


“Be careful. Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod.”


They discussed this with one another and said, “It is because we have no bread.”


Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or under​stand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basket​fuls of pieces did you pick up?”


“Twelve,” they replied.


“And when I broke the seven loaves for the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”


They answered, “Seven.”


He said to them, “Do you still not understand?” Mk8v15-21.
Ç_Clearly, there were two separate occasions when Jesus presented His disciples with a very similar test, and they failed both times.


I would suggest this morning that “Where in this remote place” is a very good question for us to remember.  We also often face what can seem to be impossible situations.  There is not enough money to pay the bills.  There is not enough medical knowledge to heal the disease.  There is not enough patience and wisdom to deal with the children and grandchildren.  There is no cure for death.  “Where in this remote place can we find any help?”


Somehow the disciples overlooked Jesus—twice.  There was no ex​cuse for them to do so, but we do the same thing.  Especially the second time, they should have looked to Jesus to solve the problem, but they didn’t.  Even the second time they relied on themselves and their own reasoning ability, and they came up empty-handed, empty-brained.  They found no solution whatsoever to this impossible situation of providing food in such a remote place.  Jesus had no such problems, but simply multiplied the loaves and fish to feed all those people and then some.


“Where in this remote place?”  But Jesus was in that “remote place,” and Jesus had no difficulties whatsoever in solving the problem.  Jesus’ miracle, of course, reveals the fact that He is God and has no trouble at all in performing this miracle of multiplying the food.  But the disciples also were capable of performing what seems to be a miracle.  They them​selves by their own ability produced such miraculous doubt and unbelief.  How could they be so blind to the clear fact that Jesus is God and they should always turn to Him for help in any situation?


We might ask the same question of ourselves.  We have the same Jesus they did, except that Jesus no longer walks around as a lowly human being; now He has been exalted to the right hand of the Father and makes full use of His divine power and glory.  Obviously, we should turn to Him first in any problem we have.  But the reality is often very different.  The reality is often that we are just like these disciples.  We first use our own strength and our own brains to solve any problem we have.  When we fall flat on our faces once again, we sometimes wake up enough to say that per​haps we should pray, because it can’t hurt.  Should not Jesus also say to us, “Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember?” Mk8v17,18.

Jesus found food in that remote place on the east side of the Jordan River.  Jesus knows all about us in this remote area of Michigan.  But step back a bit.  Jesus has done greater things than that.  Consider that Jesus regularly provides food in this remote part of the galaxy on the planet we call home.  Astronomers are still guessing that there are other planets in the universe based on small blips of deviation, but they have no evidence that there is any other planet in the universe that would provide a home for us, or that would provide food for us.  Where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed the seven billion people on our planet?  Jesus has figured that one out.


Actually, He began with nothing.  There was nothing anywhere.  There was no universe at all, must less any bread.  Jesus, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, created everything there is, including the bread and the fish.  From nothing at all, He made all there is.  Where in that remote place which wasn’t even a place could anyone find enough bread to feed anyone?  Jesus solved that problem.


He did so so that we would confidently know the answer to a much more important question: Where in this remote place can anyone find any forgiveness for what we have done?  For that, we turn to the remote hillside outside of Jerusalem, to that remote place where Jesus was left all alone, abandoned by the five thousand and the four thousand and the seventy-two and the twelve and even by His heavenly Father.  There He paid for our sin.  He rose from the dead not far away.  From Him comes forgiveness for all.


So where in this remote place in Michigan can anyone find any for​giveness?  We have here God’s Word.  We have here God’s sacraments.  We have here God’s forgiveness.  We have here the God-given certainty of eternal life, because Jesus is in this remote place.  Amen.

�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�


�





