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“I’ve had it up to here, and I can’t take any more!”  You perhaps know what kind of situations can produce that kind of a reaction.  I can’t take any more road construction which is slowing down my commute.  I can’t take any more aggressive drivers who are constantly tailgating, and if they do get in front of me, they only slow down.  It was reported this week that incidents of road rage have increased dramatically the past couple of years.


I can’t take any more of those who work for me making the same silly mistakes.  I’ve had it up to here with having to tell them to get to work, and to stop goldbricking.  I can’t take any more impossible demands from my boss who always wants the work done yesterday, who wants me to do the work of six for the pay of a part-timer.  When I was on the district constitution committee, we faced the same questions over and over again, sometimes from the same congregations and the same pastors, questions that we answered clearly each year in our report to the district.


I’ve had it up to here with the children who are out of school for the summer now and are bored already.  “I’m not here for your entertainment.”  I can’t take any more of the loud music and late parties and loud arguments from the neighbors.  I just want it all to stop.


And God says, “Tell Me about it.”  You think you have problems with all these tiny, little things that bother you?  Look at what I have to deal with, and have been dealing with a long time!  The population of the world is now over seven billion people, and everyone of them is giving Me a head​ache!  Everyone of them is a descendent of Adam and Eve, and everyone of them is inclined to rebellion against God.  Everyone of them is plagued by ingratitude for what I give to them freely.  I give and give and give, and all they do is take, belch, and walk away.


And then, God continues, there are the people in America, over 300 million of them now.  They brought My institution of marriage to court, and rejected it, concluding that they knew better.  What a mess they make of things!  And then they complain to Me as if it were My fault when things go to pot, when the number with homosexual inclinations increases.  They think they’re so smart when they are actually approving of child sexual abuse, which is the root cause of at least some of the cases of homo​sexuality.


And what about the people in the Imlay City area and in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church?  God knows them thoroughly, and He knows that none of them are perfect, all of them are repeat offenders, all of them have made mistakes, all of them need to grow in wisdom and knowledge.


God says, I’ve had it up to here, and I’d like to destroy the lot of them!  God has promised to.  The Last Day is coming, and then He will finally put an end to all of sinful mankind’s efforts to tell God how much smarter they are than He is.  Then there will be a final division, and all those who are proud of their own goodness can depart from Him into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels, and those who cling to Jesus the Savior can enter the kingdom prepared for them since the foundation of the world.


We ought not forget what God has done in the past.  He has said, “I’ve had it up to here” before.  He said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and crea​tures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” Gn6v7.  When it was time, the flood came on the earth and drowned them all.  Only Noah and his family were saved in the ark, along with samples of each kind of animal.  Most likely, the land was much flatter before the flood, and there was a lot more water up in the clouds, so that there was more land surface.  Now the oceans are higher, and we have high mountains and deep valleys cut by the runoff from the flood.


God has said, “I’ve had it up to here” about local areas in the past.  He most clearly said that about Sodom and Gomorrah because of their ram​pant homosexuality.  After the angels dragged Lot and his daughters out of Sodom, “the Lord rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomor​rah from the Lord out of the heavens. Then He overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in the cities, and also the vegetation in the land.” Gn19v24,25.  The destroyed cities of Sodom and Gomor​rah now lie under the Dead Sea.


Look at the frustration that Jesus faced in His ministry!  He went about teaching and preaching, performing miracles and doing all kinds of good.  But He faced rejection everywhere He went!  The Samaritans rejec​ted Jesus and wouldn’t let Him spent the night in their village.  Why?  “Be​cause He was heading for Jerusalem.” Lk9v53.  They thought He should remain in Samaria.  They wanted a Samaritan Savior, not a Jewish Savior.  They knew better than God.  The fact that Jesus had helped numerous Samaritans apparently meant nothing.


But the Samaritans’ rejection of Jesus was not enough.  On top of that was the problem with His own disciples.  Jesus had sent the two brothers, James and John, both fishermen sons of Zebedee, to get things ready for Him in the Samaritan village.  When Jesus was rejected there, they tried to help out with an idea of their own.  “Lord, do You want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” Lk9v54.  After all, the prophet Elijah did that several times in the Old Testament.  How about it, Lord?  We’ll fix those people for rejecting You!  “Jesus turned and re​buked them.” Lk9v55.  As if the problems with the Samaritans were not enough, Jesus had problems from His own disciples.  Even after He had taught them for several years, they still made the same silly mistakes over and over again.


The reading we had from the prophet Jonah was chosen because James and John were not acting like Elijah, but more like Jonah.  Jonah was the prototypical problem child.  He didn’t want to do what the Lord told him to do.  When he did do it anyway, he complained to the Lord about it.  The Lord told Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach there.  Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire, and they were the big enemy, they were the ones who would destroy the northern kingdom of Israel.  Not only did Jonah not want anything to do with them, but he most definitely did not want any of them in heaven.  So when the Lord told Jonah to go to Nineveh, he went in the opposite direction as far as he could go.


The Lord, as you will remember, stopped him with a storm with the result that Jonah was tossed overboard.  The Lord prepared a special big fish to swallow Jonah temporarily and deposit him on the shore not far from where he had started.  Jonah saw that he had no choice but to go to Niniveh, which he did.  He proclaimed nothing but judgment on Nineveh, and then sat back to watch God destroy the city.  Picture Jonah sitting there on the hillside overlooking Nineveh, waiting for the fire and brimstone to fall.  But instead, the people repented.  They turned to the Lord in sorrow over what they had done.  They asked God for mercy.  And God did not destroy Nine​veh, to Jonah’s huge disappointment!


We think we have problems which are frustrating?  Look what God has to put up with!


He had sent prophet after prophet to his people in the southern kingdom of Judah, and the words of the Lord went in one ear and came out the other.  He told them time and again to leave their worthless idols behind and return to the Lord.  But they went out and found new idols to worship.  Long before the fish god of the Philistines, Dagon, had been humiliated before the Lord, but they began worshiping Dagon.  They brought in Baal and Astarte, even though Elijah had shown them to be powerless, and wor​shiped them with illicit sex.  They brought in Moloch and worshiped him with the blood of their children, the original god of abortion.


God sent the prophet Jeremiah with powerful messages for them, the main message being that if they didn’t repent and return to the Lord, they would be destroyed by the Babylonians and taken into captivity by them.  When they refused to repent, that message was changed.  Now Jeremiah told them that whether they repented or not, the Babylonians were definitely coming to destroy them.  That was no empty threat.  The armies from the East surrounded Jerusalem and leveled it with the ground.  Many people were killed.  The best of the survivors were taken prisoner to Babylon.


Jeremiah was left behind.  He sat among the rubble of Jerusalem, dirty, with the dust of destruction still floating in the air.  In spite of all his best efforts, God’s destruction finally had come on his city, on Jerusalem.  There Jeremiah lamented this destruction, which was almost total.


That thought cheered him.  It was almost total.  It wasn’t yet a total destruction.  The people had full well deserved a total destruction.  They had full well deserved that none of them, not even Jeremiah, should survive.  But some had survived.  Jeremiah still sat there.  He was not alone.  Others had gone to Babylon, but they and their descendants would return.  There among the rubble of Jerusalem, Jeremiah spoke these words:



Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.


We, too, should be completely consumed.  The only reason we are not and will not be is “the Lord’s great love.”  We may wake up in the morning dreading another day of facing the same old problems we faced the day before.  But the Lord wakes up, so to speak, fresh and new.  “His compassions are new every morning.”


The reason for this is Jesus, our Savior.  He was consumed for us.  He was totally consumed, destroyed, leveled with the ground, done away with when He was crucified, dead, and buried.  He did that for us, because that was what we deserved for our sins.  He rose to assure us that God’s compassions are new every morning, from Easter morning on. Amen.
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