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In that day you will say: “I will praise You, O Lord. Although You were angry with me, Your anger has turned away and You have comforted me. 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.



In that day you will say: “Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make known among the nations what He has done, and pro​claim that His name is exalted. 
Sing to the Lord, for He has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”


One question we need to ask about any part of the Bible is how this section corresponds to real life.  How does this relate to the way things really are in life?  Is this section really true to life?


Regarding this section of the prophet Isaiah, we might be inclined to say that it is not true to life.  Isaiah says, “I will praise You, O Lord. Al​though You were angry with me, Your anger has turned away and You have comforted me.”  But we ask: Has God really turned His anger away from us?  Or is He still angry with us?  If He has indeed turned His anger away from us, why is it that we still feel guilty?  If He has turned His anger away from us, why are such terrible things still happening in life, why such terrible disasters?


Again, Isaiah writes, “I will trust and not be afraid.”  But how can those words be true if I am still afraid?  How can those words be true when there are many places on this planet and in this state where I am afraid to travel because of the violence that seems endemic in those places?  How can those words be true when I am still so afraid of getting sick, so very afraid of falling, so very afraid of going to the doctor to find out what is wrong?


Again, Isaiah writes, “Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make known among the nations what He has done, and pro​claim that His name is exalted.”  But how can those words be true when His name seems to be not at all exalted, but rather dragged through the mud?  How can those words be true when the gods which are exalted in our world are the false gods of Islam and of our own convenience?


You see, many of the words of the Bible do not seem to be true to life, not true to life as we know it.  It occurred to me this week that the pro​blem is right there, “life as we know it.”  “Life as we know it” is a life that is subject to death, controlled by death, ending in death.  From that perspec​tive, the question should not really be, “Is this true to life?” but perhaps, “Is this true to death?”  Does this correspond to the life we are living now which will end in death?  How does this relate to the life we are dying now?


In that way, we find a complete correspondence between Isaiah’s words and our own experience.  Isaiah talks about God’s anger turning away from us, and that is a completely good thing, even though in the life that we are now dying, we can experience parts of God’s anger still not turned away from us.  Isaiah talks about not being afraid, and we can relate to that, be​cause in the life we are now dying, there are still many things to be afraid of.  Isaiah talks about God’s name being exalted, and this is something we eagerly desire, because God’s name is worthy of being exalted, and it is good for us and all the rest of the people in the world when God’s name is exalted.


In fact, if these things happen and God’s anger is turned away from us, we are no longer afraid, and God’s name is exalted, that will conform much more closely to real life, to the life that does not end in death, to the life that Isaiah is talking about, the life that goes on forever.


This Song of Isaiah concludes what has been called the Christmas cycle of Isaiah.  That begins with God’s call to Isaiah to be His prophet, which we looked at three weeks ago.  It continues with three prophecies that are often considered at Christmas, the promise that the Savior would be born from a virgin, would be God’s Son, and would be anointed with the Holy Spirit.  These are the words:


In Isaiah 7, God gave King Ahaz the promise he was unwilling to hear, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a Son, and will call Him Immanuel.” Is7v14.  In Isaiah 9, especially the people in the north, in Galilee, were told, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great Light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a Light has dawned.… For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” Is9v2,6,7.  And then in Isaiah 11 we are told, “A Shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord—and He will delight in the fear of the Lord.” Is11v1-3.

All of this was fulfilled, of course, when Jesus was born in Bethle​hem, when He carried out His ministry of proclaiming the kingdom of heaven, when He was anointed with the Holy Spirit at His baptism. The goal of all this was His arrest, trial, suffering, crucifixion, death, burial, re​sur​rection, and ascension into heaven. The result of all this is what is described in the Song of Isaiah.


If the Song of Isaiah does not seem true to life to us, perhaps it is because we are not yet living in real life, but only in real death.  Jesus came to change that.  He wants us to realize that what fills our reality here and now is not the way life really is, not the way life was supposed to be, not something permanent.  This is a temporary life now that will end in death, and then we will enter the real life that will not end in death and will last forever.  That is what the Song of Isaiah is about.  Listen to the words again:


In that day you will say: “I will praise You, O Lord. Although You were angry with me, Your anger has turned away and You have comforted me. Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation.” With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.


In that day you will say: “Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make known among the nations what He has done, and pro​claim that His name is exalted. Sing to the Lord, for He has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

God has been angry at us because of sin, and we still have sin in our lives, so we do not yet feel and experience that God’s anger has been completely turned away from us.  Since we are still troubled by our sins, we cannot yet say that we are not afraid.  Since we are still plagued by our own sins and by the sins of others, we still experience that God’s name is dragged through the mud instead of exalted.


We have a perfect example of this in our Gospel reading this morn​ing.  She is called “a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town,” Lk7v37, which is clear enough so that we know what kind of person she was.  She comes to Jesus when He is eating in a Pharisee’s house and does strange things to Him.  She cries so much that she can wash Jesus’ dirty feet with her tears.  She dries His feet with her own hair.  She kisses His feet.  She puts perfume on Jesus’ feet.  Why all this fixation on feet?


Jesus, who can see our hearts, knows what should be obvious even to us.  This woman is troubled by her sins.  She can no longer hide them, not even from herself.  She can no longer blame society for her troubles.  She takes the responsibility for what she has done and feels the weight and guilt and penalty of her sins.  But she comes to her Savior, the only right place to take her sins, and shows her love for Jesus’ feet.  These are the feet that are walking the sad way to the cross.  These are the feet which will be pierced with nails on the cross for her.  These are the feet that will gain her forgiveness and salvation.  So will the rest of Jesus’ body, but she does not feel worthy to touch any more of Jesus than His feet.


Jesus explains, “Her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much.” Lk7v47.  In other words, it is obvious that her sins are forgiven be​cause of the great love she is displaying, even for Jesus’ feet.  The perfect contrast is provided by the Pharisee at whose house Jesus was eating, who displayed no love for Jesus, and thus made it obvious that his sins were not forgiven, simply because he did not want Jesus’ forgiveness, and refused to acknowledge his own sins.


When we see that we are this woman who had lived a sinful life in that town, then the words of the Song of Isaiah are fully meaningful for us.  Then we see how it is that they are completely true to life.  But first we need to see our own sins and take responsibility for them.  It does not help to blame others.  It does not help to make up excuses for ourselves.  It helps only to confess our sins to ourselves, to God, to others when necessary.  Then we see our Savior’s feet, pierced for us to pay for our sins.  Then we can rejoice in our Savior.


And then we begin to see the results described in the Song of Isaiah even in this life we are now dying which will end in death.  When we embrace and look forward to the life our Savior has prepared for us, then we can see that these things really are true to that kind of life, that God’s anger has then completely been turned away from us by Jesus, that we no longer have any reason to be afraid of anything, because Jesus always walks with us, and that God’s name is exalted to the highest heavens and acknowledged by all, even by our worse enemy.


When we see that these things are all true to that kind of life, then we can also speak of our Savior to those around us, for they—just like us—need to become like that woman who had lived a sinful life in that town, that is, they—like us—need to embrace Jesus’ feet.  Amen.
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