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For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 
Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.



This is the One who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 
For there are three that testify: 
the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 
We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which He has given about His Son. 
Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made Him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about His Son. 
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.


During high school, I worked at our local grocery store bagging groceries, stocking shelves, and preparing produce.  The workers talked together about everything.  One conversation was with Karen Greenberg, a few years older than me, married already, and a Jehovah’s Witness.  I felt sure I could convince her about the Trinity, which the Jehovah Witnesses deny.  I did some research, and found 1 John 5:7, from this section, which says, “There are three who testify in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and these three are one.” 1Jn5v7.  I couldn’t wait to haul that one out, for that would surely convince her.


It didn’t.  In fact, she was ready for me to use that passage.  She quickly pointed out that that verse wasn’t in the Bible.  She probably said that Christians who wanted to prove the Trinity had added it into the Bible, but it didn’t belong there.  She shut me down, and I didn’t know what to say about that.  I went to my pastor and asked him about it.  He said that she was right, that it wasn’t really in the Bible, but he gave me many other pas​sages that clearly describe the Trinity, such as, “Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” Mt28v19, or, “May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.” 2Cor13v14.  He also pointed me to this book, Martin Chemnitz’ The Two Natures in Christ, which is written on a post-graduate level and was way over my head then, although since I have read it.


Later in school I learned what had happened with 1 John 5:7.  Desi​derius Erasmus prepared the first printed Greek New Testament in 1516, and followed up with a second edition in 1519.  He gathered as many Greek manuscripts as he could find, compared them, and published the best text he could.  1 John 5:7 was not included, because he had not found it in any of the Greek manuscripts he had used.  However, people missed that verse, since they were used to seeing it in the Latin Vulgate version, and they wanted Erasmus to include it in his third edition in 1522.  Erasmus said that he would include it if they could produce even one Greek manuscript that contained it.  The story goes that they prepared such a manuscript for him, translating the words from Latin back into Greek.  That prepared manuscript is still the only one to have those words in Greek.  Erasmus’ second Greek New Testament, by the way, is the one that Martin Luther used two years later to translate the New Testament into good German.


I wanted to go into this long digression because you might be sur​prised sometime just as I was with claims about this or that verse or word not belonging in the Bible.  Some just say that no one is sure what the text of the Bible really is, which is completely false.  There are relatively few places, all of them well-known, where there is any question at all about the text of the Bible.  And in those places, usually either choice is good.  For example, there is a question at the beginning of the book of Revelation.  There John writes about Jesus, “To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood.” Re1v5.  But some manuscripts have, “To Him who loves us and has washed us from our sins by His blood.”  The dif​ference in Greek between “freed” and “washed” is one letter.  Either choice is a good one.


In this section, without 1 John 5:7, which really interrupts the flow of the thought, John is discussing how we can be certain about Jesus and what He has done for us.  John writes, “We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which He has given about His Son.”  We do have man’s testimony in abundance.  Last Sunday we heard the testimony of the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in abundance about Jesus’ crucifixion and burial and resur​rection.  There can be no human doubt about what Jesus did for us.


But John’s point in this section is that we also have God’s testimony about these things, and His “testimony is greater because it is the testi​mony of God, which He has given about His Son.”  The apostle John de​scribes that testimony in the section which verse 7 would interrupt.  There John writes, “There are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.”  This is perhaps not an easy concept, but that’s all right, since we have the time to work our way through it.


John is talking here about how we receive the benefits of what Jesus has done for us.  Jesus died on the cross for the sins of the whole world.  Jesus paid for them in full, and then rose from His grave to make it clear that all sins were paid for.  But only those who believe and rely on that receive the benefits of forgiven sins.  Those who reject Jesus don’t receive the benefits of that, even though Jesus did indeed die for their sins as well.  Jesus said, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but who​ever does not believe will be condemned.” Mk16v16.

We talk about the means of grace, that is, about how God brings His gift of grace and forgiveness to us, and we say that the means of grace are the Gospel in Word and Sacraments.  That means that God gives us His gift of forgiveness in the Gospel, and that Gospel comes to us in two forms: in the Word of God in the Bible, and in the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The Bible tells us about the forgiveness Jesus gained for us.  We are baptized for the forgiveness of sins.  In the Lord’s Supper, we re​ceive Jesus’ body and blood which were given and poured out for the for​giveness of our sins.


So John writes about that, “There are three that testify: the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.”  He writes about the Holy Spirit, who works on our hearts through the Word of God.  But he also writes about the water of Baptism, and about the blood given to us in the Lord’s Supper.  “These three are in agreement,” he says, since they all three point us to the same Savior and to the same forgiveness He has earned for us and gives to us.  This is the testimony God has given to us about His Son.


I assured you of God’s forgiveness at the beginning of our service this morning when I said:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
ÀÑ_I remind you of your Baptism which gave you that same forgiveness from God.  This morning we also receive the Lord’s Supper, in which Jesus gives us His body and His blood for the forgiveness of our sins.


We might then wonder if there are different kinds of forgiveness, since we receive forgiveness in three different ways.  No, there are not dif​ferent kinds of forgiveness.  Rather, we receive exactly the same forgiveness in three different ways.  Each way fully forgives our sins.  Why would God give us exactly the same thing in three different ways?  Wouldn’t it be enough if we were just told that our sins are forgiven, but were never bap​tized nor ever received the Lord’s Supper?  One simply illustration.  The wife said to her husband, “Why don’t you ever tell me that you love me?”  He answered, “I told you once. If anything changes, I’ll let you know.”  But, you see, she—and he, truth be told—want to hear those words over and over again.  So our dear loving heavenly Father, our wonderful Savior, and our comforting Holy Spirit tell us that good news over and over again.  God wants us to be absolutely certain that He does love us and has forgiven all our sins for Jesus’ sake.


John tells us, “Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made Him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about His Son. And this is the testimony: God has given us eter​nal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  God’s testimony is completely clear, and if anyone does not believe that, there is no excuse for them.


John writes, “Everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”  What does he mean by “overcoming the world”?  As if we had to ask.  He means the temptations from our friends and coworkers who do not believe in Jesus.  He means Satan’s invitation to skip hearing the Word through which God’s testimony comes to us.  He means our own sinful nature which tries to convince us that having fun means not paying attention to God and His gift to us of forgiveness and eternal life.  He means our enemies who want to steal our faith in Jesus.


But that faith in Jesus overcomes the world.  God is greater than the world, for He created it.  He provides us with human testimony about what Jesus has done for us on His cross and out of His empty grave.  He gives us the even greater divine testimony about what Jesus has done for us.  He tells us in His Word, He washes us in Baptism, He feeds us in the Lord’s Supper.  So our faith in Jesus—because it is in Jesus, not because it is our faith—overcomes all obstacles, just as the stone rolled in front of His grave could not keep Jesus from coming out. Amen.
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