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Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
There the Angel of the Lord ap​peared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 
So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”



When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”


And Moses said, “Here I am.”



“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 
Then He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.


Can you imagine what it would be like if God came to speak to you?  It would certainly be very impressive, something you would never forget.  But I think that very soon, you would think about telling someone else that God had come to speak with you, and you would realize that they would never believe you.  How could you convince them that God had really come and spoken with you?  You might even begin to doubt it yourself, and to wonder how you could know for sure that it really was God speaking to you.  The paper this week talks about a quilt that a certain woman made for Dr. Clark, a wonderful thing to do.  She claimed that God told her to do that.  Is that really so?


God came and talked to Moses.  God helped Moses to be convinced that it really was God who was speaking with him, and God helped Moses to convince others that it really was God speaking to him.  How did He do that?


Moses had spent the last forty years, a major part of his life, tending sheep in the wilderness.  He had seen it all out there, tending the sheep.  So when he saw something new, a bush that was on fire but did not burn up, he knew that he was seeing something unusual.  Apparently it was not completely unusual in the heat of the desert for a bush to catch fire, but it was totally unusual for the bush not to burn up, but to keep on burning without being consumed by the flames.  Moses went over to investigate what appeared to be and was a miracle.


God used that miracle of the bush that was on fire but did not burn up to convince Moses that it really was God speaking to him.  Of course, He had to go on and actually speak to Moses to make him sure.  “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”  God came to Moses with this miracle because He had some things for Moses to do, and to do now.  Within a year’s time, Moses would be leading the Israelites out of Egypt, and there was a lot to be done to make that happen.  He needed to talk to the Egyptian pharaoh, he needed to bring the ten plagues on the Egyptians, he needed to convince the Israelites to follow him.  So God used this miracle of the burning bush to convince Moses.


Of course, that burning bush was not going to convince the Israelites to follow Moses, because they would only have Moses’ word about this bush that was on fire but wasn’t burning up.  Further, they didn’t have experience in the desert, as Moses did, and wouldn’t know if that was something that normally happened or not.  When God told Moses what he was to do, one of Moses’ objections was this, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?” Ex4v1.  How could Moses convince the Israelites that God had really come to him?


The Lord gave Moses three miracles to perform which would convince the Israelites.  First, God told him to take the staff in his hand and throw it onto the ground.  The staff turned into a snake.  Then God told Moses to grab the snake by its tail, and it turned back into a staff.  Second, God told Moses to stick his hand inside his cloak; when he brought his hand back out, it was leprous.  Then he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, it was healthy again.  Third, God told him that he could take water and pour it out onto the ground and it would turn into blood.  Moses used that miracle also for the first plague.  Moses went back and told the Israelites that God has spoken to him.  “He also performed the signs before the people, and they believed.” Ex4v30,31.

This would not be an easy year for Moses, as he confronted the Egyptian pharaoh time and again, as he faced impatience and rebellion from the Israelites.  But through all of that, he could remember the comforting things the Lord had spoken to him, and he had these miracles to bolster and strengthen his faith.


When Jesus’ years of ministry had reached their end, He was transfigured in front of three of His disciples, and then He went to Jerusalem to be crucified.  I can’t tell you what it means that He was transfigured, because that has never happened before or since, and even those who were there to witness it don’t give us any full explanation.  Jesus’ human form was changed in some way as His glory as God shone through briefly.  Moses’ face shone with reflected glory, as we heard in our first two Scripture readings, but that was not as intense as the glory shining from Jesus.


Jesus was transfigured for two reasons.  First, He would be going through some terrible things very soon, and so He was strengthened for this.  He would be mocked intensely in Jerusalem, He would be arrested and treated as a prisoner, He would be found guilty and condemned to death by crucifixion, and He would endure the very intense pain of crucifixion.  He would endure all of this as the God-Man, able to end it at any time, since He is God, but unable to end it at any time, since He had promised to go through with it.  Two Old Testament prophets, Moses and Elijah, came to remind Him of all the promises He had made to do just those things.


Jesus was transfigured second for the benefit of Peter, James, and John, and for the benefit of the other disciples who would be told by those eyewit​nesses what had happened.  These disciples would also be going through some difficult times in the next few months as they watched Jesus go through all of this suffering and death.  They would demonstrate on more than one occasion that they just did not understand what was happening.  Earlier, Peter had said that He would never allow Jesus to suffer and die.  When it came time, Peter drew his sword to defend Jesus.  When Jesus turned to these disciples for strength, they fell asleep, they deserted Him and fled.  Even though they were strengthened for these things by Jesus’ transfiguration, they still remained very weak.


Just as Moses would face a difficult year as he led the Israelites out of Egypt, just as the disciples would face a difficult few months as they watched their dear Savior die, so we will face some difficult times, whether we care to measure those difficult times in years or months or days.  Moses was streng​thened for that by the miracles God gave him to perform.  The disciples were strengthened for that by seeing Jesus transfigured.  And where is our streng​thening?  Our strengthening is the miracles Moses could perform, along with Jesus’ transfiguration, and all the other miracles and words of the Bible.  Jesus doesn’t need to give us any miracles to perform, since the Bible is already full of miracles.


Consider one other incident from Jesus’ life.  It was during Holy Week that He was hit with a barrage of questions, first from the Pharisees, then from the Sadducees, then again from the Pharisees.  The Sadducees were the rationalists of the day, who only believed what they could see with their own two eyes.  They didn’t believe in angels, because they had never seen one.  And they didn’t be​lieve in the resurrection either, since they had never seen one and couldn’t believe that it was possible.  So they came to Jesus with a silly story to show just how ridiculous this idea of the resurrection really was.


How should Jesus convince them of the resurrection?  It would not at all be difficult for Him to raise someone from the dead, right in front of them.  That should convince them!  But He does not do that.  He could have performed some other miracle right in front of them; He could then have said, “If I can pick up that mountain and move it into the sea, surely I can take a dead body and bring it to life again.”  But He didn’t do that either.  How did Jesus convince them of the resurrection?


He simply quoted the words God had spoken to Moses out of the burning bush, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.”  Jesus concluded, “He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” Mt22v32.  If Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were com​pletely dead and no longer existed, God would have said, “I was the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  But, no, God says that He is still their God.  Even though their bodies had died, and were all buried in that cave of Macpelah that Abraham bought, yet their souls were all alive with God.  When the time is right, God will reunite their souls with their perfected bodies, and He will do the same for us.


Even more convincing than miracles are the words of God.  That’s why Jesus didn’t convince the Sadducees with a miracle, but with the words of God.  That’s why Jesus was strengthened for His suffering and death mainly by the words Moses and Elijah spoke to Him, simply reminding Him of His own pro​mises.  That’s why Moses could go to the Egyptian pharaoh and say, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says.” Ex5v1.  That’s why the writer to the Hebrews tells us, “The Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” He4v12.

So as we face whatever difficult times lie ahead for us, we can find our chief strength in the words our God has spoken to us.  We have a whole Bible full of them.  We are told about all the miracles as well, but even stronger than the miracles are the words God has spoken.  And if we still want a miracle from God, we each of us have our own personal little miracle, the fact that God the Holy Spirit has come into our hearts through Word and sacrament and led us to believe in Jesus, our Savior, who gave His life so that we may live with Him forever. Amen.
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