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But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, 
to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.


The problem is that nobody has any time any more.  It’s always rush, rush, rush to get things done in the nick of time so that there’s no time left just to relax.  All our labor-saving devices somehow haven’t given us the time simply to sit and contemplate what a great gift God has given us in Jesus.  Everywhere we turn there are deadlines, lines that people have attempted to draw in time, because if a definite time is not specified, things will just drag out endlessly.


And then, in a world just as time-strapped as ours, the apostle Paul wrote that “the time had fully come.”  What did he mean by that?


He meant, for example, that Eve was wrong when she thought the time had fully come at the birth of her firstborn son.  When Cain was born, as we heard last Sunday, Eve said, “I have brought forth a man, the Lord.”  Eve was saying that the first baby born into the newly-created world was a human being, just like Adam and Eve, and also God Himself.


Eve did not have delusions of grandeur.  Rather, she believed God’s promise and thought that it was being fulfilled already.  After Adam and Eve sinned, God said to the snake, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and Hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” Gn3v15.  God promises that the snake and the woman will hate each other—which was fulfilled immediately—and that their descendants would do the same.  But one special male Descendant of the woman would crush the snake’s head, and in the process be bit in the heel.


Eve—and probably Adam too, although he doesn’t speak—had thought about God’s promise and reached a conclusion about it.  Adam was the greatest man so far, really the greatest man ever, fresh from the hands of his Creator.  Adam had gone up against Satan and failed miserably.  They together had broken the one and only command that God had given them, and so they had been expelled from the Garden of Eden.  But God’s promise said that One of Eve’s descendants would defeat Satan.  How could that be possible?  That Descendant of Eve would have to be more than Adam.


Eve ran through the possibilities.  If her promised descendant was only a human being, he would be defeated just as Adam and Eve had been.  So her promised descendant must be more, a mixture of two creatures.  Ani​mals were out of the question, as much less powerful than Adam.  A mix​ture of human and angel would not be able to defeat an angel, since Satan had once been a good angel, and now was a totally evil angel.  That left only a union of man and God, and God could certainly defeat Satan.  So Eve, and probably Adam with her, reached the conclusion that the Descendant God had promised would have to be some sort of union of man and God.  And that’s why Eve said, “I have brought forth a man, the Lord.”


Why should God wait to fulfill His promise?  God promised that a male Descendant of Eve would crush the devil’s head, and here was a male descendant.  This must be the one who was promised, and so this one must be a human being and God at the same time.  We have to say that Eve’s thin​king was correct, but her timing was off by about four thousand years.  Future events clearly demonstrated that Cain was not the promised Descen​dant, for Cain murdered his brother Abel.  Cain couldn’t be the savior be​cause he was too busy thinking about himself and his own needs.  I’ve wondered if Eve didn’t realize that fact rather quickly.  She named him Cain, prized possession, the child I’ve gotten from the Lord.  But then she named his little brother Abel, which means emptiness, uselessness, another producer of dirty diapers.


Cain and Abel were replaced by Seth, who was the ancestor of Eve’s Descendant, born many years later when “the time had fully come.”


Two thousand years after Adam and Eve, Abraham also had some problems with timing.  You remember that when God led Abraham and Sarah to the land of Canaan and promised to give it to their desendants, that included the promise that they would have descendants.  They were 75 and 65 years old when they entered the promised land and heard that promise, childless up to that point.  When would God fulfill that promise?  What was taking so long?


After a few years, Abraham reached the conclusion that he was sup​posed to adopt an heir, and he chose his steward Eliezer as his heir.  God pointedly told him no, the promised descendant, ancestor of the Savior, would be Abraham’s physical child.  After a dozen or so years of waiting, Abraham listened to Sarah’s advice to follow a custom of that area and time and produce a son by means of Sarah’s maid; the child would be Abra​ham’s, and would according to the custom be regarded as Sarah’s child.  Abraham went ahead and produced an heir by Hagar.  And then God told him pointedly no, the child would be born from Sarah.  God, who lives out​side of time, who created time, for whom time is no obstacle at all, had Sarah become pregnant and produce a son when she was 90 years old, which must be a miracle.  The time had fully come for Abraham and Sarah to have a son, but the promised Savior’s time had not yet come.


There needed first to be the promise given through Isaiah that the promised Descendant would be born from a virgin.  There was much that needed to happen so that the Descendant would be born in Bethlehem, as Micah prophesied.  David had to come from there and be the great King.  But Bethlehem needed to fall on hard times, to be a despised little town of Bethlehem.  There was the Babylonian Captivity, which made pretty much all the towns of Israel into despised little places.  Even after the return from the Babylonian Captivity, there were still five centuries until the Savior was born.


God gave Daniel visions which helped to explain all that, especially the vision of the four kingdoms, often repeated.  There would be four king​doms, and then the Savior would come.  First was the Babylonian kingdom which historically was just a flash in the pan, raised to power to take the Israelites into captivity and then destroyed.  Next came the Persian Empire which allowed the Israelites to return and resettle Jerusalem and nearby Beth​lehem.  Alexander the Great came and put an end to the Persian Em​pire.  Alexander spread the Greek language wherever he went, which made a perfect preparation for the apostle Paul to take the message about Jesus everywhere in just one language.  Finally came the great organizers, the great builders of roads, the great bookkeepers and tax gatherers and census takers, the Romans, and when Caesar Augustus gained the throne, then the time had fully come.


Then, finally, “God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law.”  Yes, Eve was right, the promised Descendant was God Himself, God’s Son, fully able to go up against Satan and defeat him.  The promised Descendant was also a human being, “born of a woman,” born from young Mary, who was a virgin as Isaiah had said.  Since the Savior was a human being, He was also “born under law,” born subject to the laws that apply to human beings, and thus subject to Caesar Augustus’ law about the census and the tax, the law that sent His parents scurrying down to Bethlehem, their ancestral home, since both Joseph and Mary were descendants of King David.  The Savior came at just the right time for aged Simeon, who had been told that he would not die before he had seen the promised Savior.  When he held the Baby Jesus in his arms, he said, “Now I can depart in peace,” that is, die, “because I have seen my Savior.”


The Savior was born “when the time had fully come.”  Paul wrote some​thing similar in another of his letters, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” Ro5v6.  It was the Romans, after all, that guaranteed that Jesus would be crucified.  If the Jews had still had their own kingdom, Jesus would have been stoned to death—as they tried to do to Him once or twice.


“When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”  Now is just the right time for us to “receive the full rights of sons.”  Now is just the right time for us to che​rish the fact that we are adopted children of God.  Just before this Paul wrote, “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ.” Ga3v27.  Now is just the right time for us to realize that we are children of God, to cherish that fact, and to live as God’s children.


Since we are the children of God, why should we ever be afraid?  Is not God always with us?  Is He not always protecting us?  Is He not always able to keep us safe from harm?  Is He not always able to bring us safely through harm?  Has He not promised to bring us safely through all of this life to the home He has prepared for us above?  Since we are the children of God, we need never be afraid.


Since we are the children of God, should we not be proud of our God, proud enough of Him to talk about Him, to brag about Him to other people, and especially to our own children and grandchildren?  Since the Lord has blessed me with grandchildren, I certainly want them to know much more about their loving God who has also made them His children through baptism.


Since we are the children of God, should we not reflect His love to the world around us?  “God is love,” and we are the children of God, and so we can also be the children of love, those who reflect God’s self-sacrificing love to the world around us.  I suggest that the time is just right for that, always has been, and will be until the time is just right for the Lord Jesus to come a second time, which cannot be far off.  Amen.
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