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Once more He visited Cana in Galilee, where He had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 
When this man heard that Jesus had ar​rived in Galilee from Judea, he went to Him and begged Him to come and heal his son, who was close to death.



“Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.”



The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”



Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.”


The man took Jesus at His Word and departed. 
While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 
When he inquired as to the time when his son got bet​ter, they said to him, “The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour.”



Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and all his household believed.



This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from Judea to Galilee.


The first time Jesus had been to Cana was for a wedding, a joyous occasion for the bride and groom and wedding guests, a wedding blessed by Jesus’ presence.  Jesus was also able to give them the gift of wine freshly made out of water.  Since His last visit, Jesus had been south in Judea, where He had, among other things, spoken with Nicodemus.


Jesus came to Cana a second time.  This time He was met by a royal official from Capernaum.  Capernaum is on the northwest coast of the Sea of Galilee, while Cana lies to the west of the Sea of Galilee.  They appear to be about fifteen miles apart, as the crow flies.  By more winding roads, they cannot be more than perhaps twenty miles apart, which was close to the normal day’s journey by walking at that time.


My curiosity was aroused by the evangelist John’s statement that the boy was healed “at the seventh hour.”  There were a number of different systems of keeping time in use at that time.  There was the Roman system, which began counting the hours at midnight; that would make the seventh hour seven in the morning.  But in that case, the royal official would have traveled directly back to Capernaum, and have arrived the same day; his servants would not then have told him that the fever left his son “yesterday at the seventh hour.”  They would have said that the fever left him this morning at the seventh hour.


There is also the Jewish method which counted the hours of the day beginning with sunrise; it is the system in use in Jesus’ parable of the laborers in the vineyard, in which the owner of the vineyard went out to hire workers first thing in the morning, and then again at the third hour, at the sixth hour, which is noon, at the ninth hour, and even at the eleventh hour, or 5 PM.  With that system of keeping time, the seventh hour would be 1 PM.  In that case, the royal official would hurry home, and either make it home or meet his servants on the way, but still on the same day in which his son was healed.


According to a man named Ylvisaker who wrote a wonderful study of The Gospels, there was also a Roman system in use in Asia Minor which began counting the hours of the day at noon.  In that case, the seventh hour of the day would be seven in the evening.  Traveling after dark was not an option at that time, both because of the lack of light and because of the presence of robbers.  If his son was healed at 7 PM, the royal official could perhaps travel part of the way yet, but would have to spend the night somewhere before finishing the journey in the morning.  Then he would meet his servants on the way that morning, and they could tell him with full truthfulness that the fever left his son “yesterday at the seventh hour.”


This would also allow opportunity for the news to travel from Cana to Capernaum that Jesus was in Cana.  Since news traveled on foot, if Jesus arrived in Cana on Monday evening, after traveling all day, then perhaps a businessman could carry that news with him to Capernaum on Tuesday.  Then on Wednesday, the royal official could make the journey to Cana, and find Jesus that very evening.  Then on Thursday morning, he would begin the return trip to Capernaum, and meet his servants on the way.


I mention all of that because the whole point of this miracle of Jesus is the distance between Cana, where Jesus and the royal official were, and Capernaum, where the royal official’s son was.  Even though Jesus was in Cana, He was able to heal the royal official’s son in Capernaum, fifteen or so miles away.  Not only could He heal him at that distance, but He could know who the royal official’s son was, since there may have been more than one sick person in Capernaum at that time.


I certainly don’t claim to know all about Jesus at that time.  After​wards, Jesus promises us, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Mt28v20.  Some of the characteristics of God were also given to Jesus according to His human nature.  For example, both as God and as Man Jesus has all power, all knowledge, and is present everywhere.  Jesus does not promise to be with us always until after His resurrection, so it would seem to be too much to say that already at this time Jesus was present everywhere.  Yet, there are statements that seem to indicate that Jesus was present everywhere already during His ministry.  Jesus said to Nicodemus, “No one has ever gone into heaven except the One who came from hea​ven—the Son of Man, who is in heaven.” Jn3v13, variant.  But Jesus certainly knows what is happening at Capernaum when He is in Cana.


The royal official twice asked Jesus to travel to Capernaum with him, so that Jesus could heal his son in person.  This was not necessary.  Nor was it necessary for the royal official’s son to remain sick that long, since if Jesus had traveled back to Capernaum with the royal official, they would not have arrived there until late on Thursday.  Instead, Jesus healed the man’s son a full day earlier.


We are told that the royal official “took Jesus at His Word.”  That is a wonderful model for us to follow.  We do not always understand every​thing that Jesus says to us.  But we, too, can take Him at His Word and believe whatever He says to us.  After all, He has never once gone back on His Word.  He assures us that all things work together for our good.  There are many times when we do not see that happening.  In fact, it often looks as if the exact opposite is happening.  But we can take Jesus at His Word, knowing that He sees the big picture, and that He will certainly keep His promises to us.  Again, many in the world have different ideas about mar​riage and the family than does Jesus’ Word.  But we can take Jesus at His Word, and follow exactly what He says about marriage and the family.


The first time Jesus came to Cana was to attend a wedding.  Why did Jesus come to Cana this time?  The only thing Jesus did while He was in Cana this time is to talk to this royal official and heal his son long distance.  Perhaps there was something else that Jesus did in Cana that we are not told about.  One of his disciples, Nathanael, was from Cana.  The other evange​lists do not mention either of these visits of Jesus to Cana.  This makes me wonder if Jesus came to Cana only to speak to this royal official, who has to travel there from Capernaum.


But if Jesus came to Cana only to speak to this royal official, He could have traveled directly to Capernaum, which Jesus often used as a base of operations in the north.  Instead, Jesus only traveled to Cana, so that the royal official had to travel to Him.  Perhaps Jesus did that intentionally, so that the royal official would have to travel.  This gave him a full day’s walk to focus all his hopes on what Jesus would do.  The man’s faith was cer​tainly much stronger afterwards.  We are told that “he and all his house​hold believed.”


Especially in a time like ours, it is important to realize that Jesus is not at all confined by space.  He is, as He promises us, with us always, no matter where we travel to.  For so many reasons, people travel much farther than they used to.  When I was growing up, the family began spreading out, but all of my immediate relatives, aunts and uncles, stayed in Illinois.  The one who moved the farthest away moved to Moline on the other side of Illinois, fully three hours by car away.  We got together regularly for family functions.


You know that that is certainly unusual any more.  Children move away from home, often far away from home, usually in search of jobs.  They travel much more than the previous generation did.  Our four children live in three different states, none of which is Michigan, and we are not unusual.  How comforting, then, to know that Jesus heals the boy in Capernaum while He is still in Cana.  Jesus is today present with our family members wher​ever they are, whether in Capernaum or in California, or on the other side of the world.


Jesus promises to be with us always, and He is.  He promises, “Where two or three come together in My name, there am I with them.” Mt18v20.  Our Lord Jesus watches out for us, and He watches out for our church all these years.  He can do that because He is God, as He demon​strated by healing the royal official’s son.  He is God with all power, all knowledge, and is present everywhere.  We can take Him at His Word.  Amen.
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