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That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Ask for whatever you want Me to give you.”



Solomon answered God, “You have shown great kindness to David my father and have made me king in his place. 
Now, Lord God, let Your promise to my father David be confirmed, for You have made me king over a people who are as numerous as the dust of the earth. 
Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this peo​ple, for who is able to govern this great people of Yours?”



God said to Solomon, “Since this is your heart’s desire and you have not asked for wealth, riches or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern My people over whom I have made you king, 
therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also give you wealth, riches and honor, such as no king who was before you ever had and none after you will have.”


“Who is able to govern this great people of Yours?”  That’s the ques​tion the American people are asking, the question for which they will provide an answer next month.  If you watched the debate, you perhaps have a better idea of which of the candidates is best able to govern this great peo​ple.  Certainly great wisdom is necessary to govern this great people, be​cause the country is in a mess.  But even if it weren’t, huge problems come up quickly, and require great wisdom to solve.


Young Solomon is the king of all Israel.  King David had overseen Solomon’s coronation at the end of 1 Chronicles.  David’s death after forty years of being the king is also described at the end of 1 Chronicles.  Then as the new, young king, Solomon is given this amazing offer by God.  “Ask for whatever you want Me to give you.”  It is a blank check, signed by God, and Solomon can fill in any amount, any item, he wants.  The obvious question here is, “What would you write in, what would I write in?” if God came to us with such an offer.


I am impressed with one thing in this account, and that is Solomon’s wisdom in asking for wisdom.  He had to be wise already to ask God to make him wise!  If he had asked God for great wealth, as many people would, he would have demonstrated his folly.  Even today, governments can churn through money faster than anyone else.  If he had asked for great honor, he would likewise have demonstrated his folly, since fame and honor disappear so quickly.  People used to speak of a nine-day wonder.  Now, it might be more proper to speak of a nine-hour wonder, or perhaps a nine-minute wonder, if not a nine-second wonder.


So Solomon was already wise before God came to him with the offer, “Ask for whatever you want Me to give you.”  He then asked God to increase his wisdom, to give him more wisdom than he already had.  What a wise thing to ask for!  How great was Solomon’s wisdom, greater than that of anyone before or after him!  Jesus had greater wisdom than Solomon, but you and I do not.


Our text is taken from the first chapter of the second book of Chro​nicles.  The two books of Chronicles were written after the return from the Babylonian Captivity for the benefit of those returned people.  It was a textbook designed for their needs at that time.  I think Ezra was the author, but that isn’t important.  He used the books of Samuel and Kings in pre​paring Chronicles.  Kings especially bears the stamp of being an ongoing record of what had happened in the various reigns.  The first eleven chapters of 1 Kings describe Solomon’s reign, and give us some additional infor​mation about Solomon’s wisdom.


The author of 1 Kings began with the confusion at the end of David’s reign over who would succeed him as king.  Solomon receives God’s offer, “Ask for whatever you want Me to give you,” in chapter three.  And then the author records an example of Solomon’s great wisdom.  Two prostitutes were brought before the king for justice.  Apparently, the lower courts had already failed to resolve their problems.  They lived in the same house, and each had a child out of wedlock.  In their poverty, they had no crib for the babies, so the baby slept in the same bed as the mother.  During the night, one of the sleeping mothers rolled on top of her baby and smothered it.  Waking and seeing what had happened, she quickly ex​changed babies with the other woman.  In the morning, both women claimed the living baby as their own.


How could Solomon possibly tell which mother had the living baby and which mother had the dead baby?  Today, of course, they could do DNA testing and learn pretty accurately which one was the mother of the living baby, but Solomon didn’t have that solution available to him.  He had to use the wisdom God had given him instead.  Solomon said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,’ while that one says, ‘No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.’ Bring me a sword. Cut the living child in two and give half to one and half to the other.” 1Kg3v23-25.  Horrified, the mother of the living baby said, “Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!”  But the mother of the dead baby said, “Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!”  Solomon could then state the obvious, “Give the living baby to the first woman. Do not kill him; she is his mother.” 1Kg3v26,27.  So Solomon demonstrated the great wisdom God had given to him.


But Solomon had demonstrated great wisdom before this already.  On his deathbed, King David had passed on some problems to young King Solomon.  There were some matters that David had been unable to attend to during his reign.  There were people on whom David had had to rely who had committed crimes that David had been unable to punish.  He passed that list on to Solomon before he died.  And then Solomon, as some of his first acts as king, dealt with those various problems leftover from his father’s reign.  He dealt with them swiftly and simply and wisely.  The conclusion was, “The kingdom was now firmly established in Solomon’s hands.” 1Kg2v46.

So where did Solomon get the wisdom to deal with these problems leftover from David’s reign?  Where did he get the wisdom to ask God for an increase in wisdom?  King David had been a wise king, and he had succeeded in passing on his wisdom to his son, Solomon.  Although David had several wives and quite a few children, Solomon was the son of Bath​sheba, with whom David had committed adultery.  The child conceived in adultery had died.  But David married Bathsheba, and she then gave birth to Solomon, whom David groomed to be his successor.  David must have devoted much time to instructing young Solomon, something David had not done for his older children.


Solomon was wise enough to write three books of our Bible.  He wrote the Song of Solomon as a young man about his first wife, before he married so many more.  He wrote the book of Proverbs in which he recor​ded his accumulated mature wisdom.  And in his old age he wrote the book of Ecclesiastes, the one we read through in Hebrew at the class I attended this past July.  In Proverbs, Solomon includes ten “my son” sections, where a father is giving instruction to his son.  Normally, those words have been understood to be spoken by Solomon to his son, Rehoboam.  The problem I had with that is that Rehoboam was an incredibly stupid son.  It is one of the great mysteries how such a wise father could have such a stupid son.


It makes much better sense if in the “my son” sections, Solomon is the son who is being addressed by his father David.  After David died, Solomon could write down some of the conversations with his father that he remembered, times when David had said to Solomon, “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.” Pr1v8.  “My son, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them.” Pr1v10.  Later, Solomon wrote, “When I was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, and an only child of my mother, he taught me and said, ‘Lay hold of my words with all your heart; keep my commands and you will live.’” Pr4v3,4.

There is an obvious lesson here for parents and grandparents.  There was a time when David gave his children things, but none of his precious time, and those children did not turn out so good.  Later, David learned to give his son his time and his full attention, and Solomon turned out much better.  Children do need instruction from their parents, they do need to be taught what is right and wrong, and to be shown what is right and wrong.  They need to be taught how to handle responsibility and how to deal with privileges.  They need to be taught wisdom.


God gave Solomon an unusual offer, “Ask for whatever you want Me to give you.”  We might think that God does not give us that offer, but He does.  He calls it prayer.  He promises, “Call upon Me in the day of trou​ble; I will deliver you, and you will honor Me.” Ps50v15.  Jesus made huge promises about prayer.  “I will do whatever you ask in My name.... You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it.” Jn14v13,14.  “I tell you the truth, My Father will give you whatever you ask in My name.... Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.” Jn16v24.  Solomon would recommend that you and I ask for wisdom.


On his first missionary journey, the apostle Paul came to the Greek city of Lystra in southern Asia Minor.  Things looked good as he healed a man and started to talk about Jesus.  But things turned ugly quickly, for that was where they stoned Paul and thought they had killed him.  But Paul came back there on his second missionary journey, because he had become ac​quainted with the mother and grandmother of a promising young man named Timothy.  Years later, Paul wrote to young Pastor Timothy about the wisdom passed on to Timothy from his mother Eunice and from his grand​mother Lois: “From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 2Tm3v15.

Timothy was wise, because his mother and grandmother taught him the Bible.  That is the best kind of wisdom, because it is wisdom that keeps the goal in mind.  The final goal of our lives is not great wisdom for life here, nor great riches here, or even great fame here.  The final goal of our lives is heaven with Jesus our Savior.  He’s the One who died to pay for our sins, who has prepared an eternal home for us.  Trusting Him is real wis​dom.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” Pr1v7. Amen.
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