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Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 
For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.


Notice that Paul uses the word “slave” here once, and this time it is easy to understand.  Last week we had another section from Paul’s letter to the Romans where he used “slavery” and “slaves” four times, two times in a bad sense, and two times in a good sense.  We in America who have a Civil War in our background have no trouble at all understanding slavery as something bad, but to understand slavery as something good takes a bit of a stretch of the imagination.  So it is much easier for us to understand this section, for here slavery is something completely bad.


Paul writes, “You did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.”  We are not slaves, but children.  That is completely good.  That is all a result of what Jesus has done for us.  Because He became our Savior, we are no longer slaves, but now we are children of God, adopted into His family.


Paul’s point in this section is that we should live that way.  Unfor​tunately, many people live their lives as slaves when they should be living as children.  There is a very significant difference between slaves and chil​dren.  If we are still living as slaves, we are depriving ourselves of the peace and contentment we should have in a life lived as a child of God.


Slaves have no choice about what they will do.  They do what their master tells them to do.  They go where their master tells them to go.  From the time that they are bought in the slave market, they take all orders from their master.  They have no choice in the matter.  They only follow orders.


As children grow up, parents give them more and more room to make their own decisions about where they will go and what they will do in life.  Some children are very much like their parents, but many are not; there are no complete clones.  So children need to express their own opinions about their education after high school, about what jobs to have, what career to pursue.  Eventually children may even be given a say in what their parents do, since all their parents have will come to them, since the care of their aging parents may well fall to them.


Slaves spend their entire lives trying to do enough to satisfy their masters.  That is often not possible.  Jesus once said, “So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” Lk17v10.  Once a slave has worked all day—he has only done what he was expected to do.  “Sup​pose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?” Lk17v7-9.  A slave’s work is never done.


So a slave’s existence is one of constant uncertainty.  Have I done enough?  Should I show some initiative, or will initiative be punished?  Have I done what I did correctly, or should I have done it differently?  There is never a time when all work has been done and nothing remains to be done the next day.


On top of that, there is the danger of punishment.  The master has the right to punish his slave if he doesn’t do what he is supposed to do.  The government may have laws about just how far a master can go in punishing his slave, but even a limited punishment is not pleasant.  This is the life of uncertainty that a slave would live.


Many today cling to that slave’s kind of life.  They should know bet​ter, but their idea about God is still a slave’s idea about God.  They spend their lives wondering if they have done enough to please God.  They feel that their work is never done.  They spend much of their time agonizing over what they have done, wondering if they couldn’t have done it diffe​rently.  They worry about punishment for what they have done, and so spend hours and hours justifying themselves to themselves.


This is actually where most people in the world are living.  They have forgotten or they never knew or they blind themselves to what God is really like, and instead spend their lives with the god they have made up.  Each of us has within us ideas about God.  They are all law-ideas about God.  The technical name for that is the opinio legis, Latin words meaning the kind of thinking that comes from the law.  It is a thinking that deals in what we have done, that deals in guilt feelings over what we have done, that deals with fear of punishment for what we have done, and that especially deals in excuses for what we have done.  All people have the same ideas about God, and so they end up in similar places.  None of that thinking is childlike thinking; all of it is slave thinking.


People always end up thinking that when we die, God will balance out all the good we have done against all the bad we have done, and then decide where we should spend eternity.  Most people decide for themselves that they have done more good than bad, and so they feel ready to face God.  But if only they could do a little more good, if only they could find a few more excuses for what they have done wrong.  Their whole life is spent in such slave thinking.


Actually, this kind of thinking is universal: it is in everybody, even in Christians, and must constantly be rooted out and destroyed with the Gospel.  It is not at all Christian thinking, but pagan thinking.  Christian thinking lets Jesus be our Savior, and always takes comfort from what He has done, for He has made us children of God.  Children can always be at ease, basking in their parents’ love, knowing that in every problem they face, they can always turn to their parents for help.  So our heavenly Father has our every need covered because of what Jesus has done for us.


Paul writes, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.”  We are children of God.  Jesus is the Son of God.  Therefore, He is our Brother, and we are co-heirs with Him.  We share in what He has as the Son of God.  Could there possi​bly a higher position for us to be in in the entire universe than children of God?  Our Father is the Creator of all things!  We have nothing at all to fear.  Any punishment there was for us has already been taken from us by our Savior, the Son of God Himself.  No punishment remains for us, no fear of any kind remains for us.  We can live out our lives as children of God.


Paul specifies two things that that means for us.  “If indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory.”  We share in Jesus’ glory, and we also share in His sufferings.  Those two are not at all on the same level.  We can rejoice to share in Jesus’ glory, but we may well tremble at the thought of sharing in His suffering.  Jesus’ suffering was intense and over-the-top and fatal.  They whipped Him.  They made fun of Him.  They hit Him over the head, driving the crown of thorns into His skull.  They nailed Him to the cross.  They left Him to die of suffo​cation on the cross.  And we should share in that suffering?


Those things will most likely not happen to us.  We share in those things primarily by receiving the benefit of what Jesus did for us.  He suf​fered for us, in our place, and we receive the forgiveness that He earned for us.  We do not need to suffer as He did.  However, Jesus does speak some words that indicate that we share in His sufferings in a more personal way.  “If the Head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of His household!” Mt10v25.  “Anyone who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.” Mt10v38.  “If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.” Mt16v24.

Our cross is not like His.  Our cross is much less than His.  Yet our cross is still painful to us.  There is persecution that comes to us because of Jesus.  Because we look to Jesus as our only Savior, we do also reject the law thinking that runs rampant in most people’s heads, and they can despise us because of that.  They wonder why we can’t both worship Jesus and bow down at the altar of work righteousness at the same time.  But our cross remains less than Jesus’ cross, and our cross is only temporary.


We also share in Jesus’ glory.  We share in Jesus’ glory in two ways: now and then.  Then our sharing in Jesus’ glory will be permanent and com​plete.  It will never end.  Now our sharing in Jesus’ glory is only partial and rather invisible.  We are children of the King of the universe, but most peo​ple don’t know that, most people can’t see that in us.  We have the ears of the King who hears all our prayers and always does what is best for us, but most people don’t see that.  Yet we do even now share in Jesus’ glory.  After all, all He did He did for us.  That makes us very special in God’s eyes.


Watch out for the slave kind of life.  We will easily find ourselves living as slaves when we could be living as children.  Remember that Jesus has made us into children of God.  God’s name was placed on us already at our baptism.  We are already pleasing in God’s sight because of Jesus’ perfect life and innocent suffering and death.  We do not need to earn God’s favor, for we already have it.  So bask in the joy and love of your heavenly Father and your dear Brother Jesus.  Amen.
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