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When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. 
And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 
Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. 
Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.


Many people are interested in genealogy, and even do research to find their ancestors.  I’ve heard of people who take time on their vacation to visit cemeteries so that they can look at the gravestones of possible ances​tors.  I’ve bumped into a few people on the internet who have my same last name, and so we must be related, although we can’t establish how; we’ve concluded that our family split back in Germany already, and emigrated at different times to different places.


Our text this morning is about one of our ancestors.  With the help of the genealogical research I got from my mother, I can go back perhaps as many as ten generations.  But this ancestor goes back more like 200 genera​tions.  There is no doubt that he is our ancestor.  Each of us is descended from this Enoch, and from his son Methuselah, and from his son Lamech, and from his son Noah, for only Noah and his wife and their three sons and their wives survived the flood, roughly 4500 years ago.


There’s not much we know about this ancestor of ours.  His name was Enoch, which perhaps meant “initiated.”  He is the father of Methu​selah, who lived the longest of anyone, 969 years, nearly a millennium.  Some have thought that Enoch invented an alphabet and writing, because Jude, one of Jesus’ disciples, quoted words from Enoch in his short letter:

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” Jude14,15.
°Ñ_Perhaps Enoch only spoke those words, and memory of them was carried by Noah and passed on to someone else who wrote them down.  But perhaps it is true that Enoch spoke these words and then wrote them down, and that Noah took that writing with him on the ark.


We aren’t told Enoch’s occupation.  We’re told about his son Me​thu​selah, because he is our ancestor, but not about his wife, who is also our ancestor.  We are told that Enoch “had other sons and daughters,” but they are not our ancestors, for neither they nor their children survived the flood.  We are told that we cannot find Enoch’s gravestone, not because he lived before the flood, but because he never died.  He is almost unique in that way, for almost everyone else in all of the world’s history has died, or will die.


That is one of the main lessons of the genealogy in Genesis chapter five, the first genealogy in the Bible.  Almost all the people mentioned there are our ancestors, and all except Enoch died.  The genealogy begins with Adam, and states, “and then he died.”  It continues with Seth, and says, “and then he died.”  About his son, Enosh, the genealogy reports, “and then he died.”  Kenan, “and then he died.”  Mahalalel, “and then he died.”  Jared, “and then he died.”  Enoch “walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.”  Methuselah, “and then he died.”  Lamech, “and then he died.”  And we could carry that genealogy right down to today with much the same words.  My grandfather, “and then he died.”  My father, “and then he died.”  And there is no doubt about the present generation either, for they also are slated to die.


But Enoch didn’t die.  Instead, we are told that “he walked with God.”  I’m not sure what that means.  It is the same word that was used after Adam and Eve fell into sin when Moses reports that they “heard the sound of the Lord God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day.” Gn3v8.  That sounds like God took on human form and walked and talked with Adam and Eve, and then also with Enoch.  The word stresses that God wasn’t just walking through the garden, from one end to the other, but that He walked back and forth, spending time with Adam and Eve, and then with Enoch.  So Enoch “walked with God,” and listened to what God had to say.


But Enoch did not die.  Instead, “he was no more, because God took him away.”  Again, I’m not sure what that means.  The writer to the Hebrews explains:

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not ex​pe​rience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him. He11v5,6.
°Ñ_Enoch did not die, because God took him away.  If we are still concerned about the details of what that means, we can ask him when we get to heaven, since there is no doubt that God took Enoch away from this life to heaven, and that Enoch has already been there for over 5000 years.


There is only one other man in all of history who did not die, and that was Elijah.  When it came time for Elijah to leave this world, after he had trained his successor Elisha, then the two of them crossed the Jordan River, and we are told, “As they were walking along and talking toge​ther, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and sepa​rated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind.” 2Kg2v11.  We are given much more detail than with Enoch’s departure, but we are still left with many unanswered questions.  But this much is clear: Elijah did not die, but was taken directly to heaven, where he has been for over 2500 years.


Why were these two chosen to avoid death and go directly to hea​ven?  Was it because they were such wonderful people?  We aren’t told much about Enoch, but we are told about some low points in Elijah’s life, times when Elijah doubted God’s Word.  It is enough to make it clear that Elijah was not perfect.  There’s not much in their lives for us to imitate.  We cannot, no matter how hard we try, manage to fly up to heaven in a whirl​wind.  We cannot avoid death, no matter how hard we try.  We cannot even walk with God, not the way Enoch did.


I suggest that Enoch and Elijah did not die as a foreshadowing for people then of what Jesus would do later.  Jesus did die, most clearly.  He was buried.  But Jesus rose again, and then forty days later, this past Thurs​day, He ascended directly into heaven, without going through death a se​cond time.  During the long and difficult years before Jesus came, God allowed there to be two men who went directly to heaven, to encourage the people then to cling to God’s promises about the Savior.


We cannot imitate what Jesus did either.  We cannot levitate into the air and rise up into the sky.  No, we have every expectation that our end will come in some form of death.  We will die with confidence in God’s pro​mises to us.  We will treasure the words that Jesus spoke to His disciples on the night before He died:

Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in Me. In My Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going. Jn14v1-4.
°Ñ_And then Jesus went out to the cross and prepared places for us.  He did so by dying in payment for our sins.  He rose from His grave to show us that His work was finished.  He ascended into heaven, to the places He has prepared for us.  We will spend eternity there with Him.


Enoch walked with God and listened to what He had to say, because God apparently came to Him in human form.  Some of Enoch’s words that he heard from God are recorded in Jude’s little letter.  But God came in more than human form and walked and talked with people when Jesus was born of the virgin Mary and spent His life on this earth.  Much of what Jesus said has been recorded for us in the four Gospels.  In addition, Jesus is also the Author of the rest of the New Testament.  In fact, Jesus also speaks in the Old Testament.  Although we cannot walk and talk with Jesus in human form any more, we can most certainly listen to His words that have been recorded for us in the Bible.


Those words always point us to our Savior and to the home He has prepared for us.  He told us, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Jn14v6.  Jesus is the true way to life with the Father.  Those are words well worth passing onto the next generation, and to the one after that.


Enoch lived to be 365 years old, which sounds fabulously old by today’s standards.  His son, Methuselah, lived to be 969 years old, almost unbelievably old.  Yet even at those great ages, their lives were only tem​porary.  There was and is eternal life to come.  Our congregation has been blessed with quite a few members who have attained what today passes for great age, into their eighties and nineties.  May God grant them to see even one hundred years and more!  But even so, these lives are only temporary, for eternal life is coming.  Methuselah lived for almost a millennium on this earth, but he has already lived four and a half times as long with Jesus in heaven.  So will we.  Amen.
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