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Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. 
Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon.



“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. 
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
As the rain and the snow come down from hea​ven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
so is My Word that goes out from My mouth: It will not return to Me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”


Just a month ago, the world learned that Ann Romney, the wife of Mitt Romney, had never worked a day in her life.  She has been, you see, a SAHM, a Stay-At-Home-Mom, and of course was so busy being a mom all day long that she never had time to get an outside-the-home job.  It was an unfortunate thing to say, a foot-in-your-mouth kind of thing to say, and Hilary Rosen, the Democratic strategist who spoke those stupid words, apologized for them to Ann Romney the day after she said them.


Mother’s Day has been developing into a very big festival each year, and it is hard to understand how anyone could dis motherhood more than with words like that.  It comes from the attitude that a woman can only find real meaning and fulfillment in life in an outside-the-home job, and that taking care of children is meaningless drudgery.  Many people beg to differ with her on those points.  Having and raising children is one of the most important things mothers and fathers can do in their lives.


I would illustrate that from the three points that Isaiah makes in this section.  It is a beautiful section from a beautiful chapter out of the beautiful second half of Isaiah’s wonderful book.  Isaiah is speaking about our God in these words, not about mothers, that is clear.  But I would first illustrate some things about mothers from these words, and then we’ll go back over them to see that they are even more true of our God.


“Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near.”  I did not buy my mother a Mother’s Day card this year, and I haven’t bought her one for eleven years now.  Of course I got a card for the mother of my children, and for the mothers of my grandchildren, but not for my own mother.  I wish I could.  I very much wish I could.  She received a Mother’s Day card from me twelve years ago, about a month before she died.  Now I only miss her.  I am not alone in that.  Some of you too have lost your mother, and can only miss her.


To the rest of you, I say, “Seek your mother while she may be found; call on her while you still can.”  Visit with her, care for her, listen to her, for mothers don’t last forever in this world.  She has been given to you by God, and she will be taken away from you by God, just as Job once said, “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” Jb1v21.

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.”  Mothers and fathers have much to teach us, but not all of it is within our understanding, at least not at the time we are being taught.  Later, per​haps, if we are wise enough, we come to understand what mother and father were trying to teach us.  Most small children have extremely wise parents.  Most teenagers have extremely stupid parents.  Most young adults have parents with some worthwhile wisdom.  Most older adults had parents who were very wise.


I am reminded of a plaque I saw on the kitchen wall of a parsonage.  It’s actually still on the wall of the kitchen in the home of the first vice-president of our district.  The plaque pictures a mother hen and some baby chicks, and it says, “Because I’m the Mommy, that’s why.”  Even small children learn to ask “Why?” because it’s the kind of question that gets a reaction, even if it is a frustrated reaction.  But God tells us, “Honor your father and your mother,” even when we don’t understand why we should, since God has placed them over us.


“As the rain and the snow come down from hea​ven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is My Word that goes out from My mouth: It will not return to Me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  The effect mothers have on our lives is tremendous and it is lasting.  It may well not be obvious at the time, but only later.  But mother’s care and instruction is not without fruit, it is not without effect.  It stays with us all our lives.


Of course, Isaiah is speaking in this whole section about our God, about the One who created mothers and gave us a mother.  So Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon.”  One amazing thing about our God is that He is pre​sent everywhere and can be found everywhere that He wants to be found.  He is not limited by time or by space.  But there is one time when we cannot find Him, not because He is limited by time, but because we are limited by time.  We cannot find Him after we die.  There is no second chance.  Now, during our lives, is our time to find Him.  After we die, it will be too late.


One of the most prominent factors in modern religion is people’s at​tempts to find God in all the wrong places.  They think they need to go to some special place to find God.  Or they think they need to listen to some special person to find God.  Or they think they need to do certain special things to find God.  They try every way to find God except the one God Him​self has designed for finding Him without fail.


God can always be found in His Word and in His Sacraments.  God can always be found through Jesus.  God does not want to be found by our own efforts, or by our own work.  He has already done everything for us, and He wants to tell us about it so that we will believe.  He washes away our sins in baptism.  He feeds us with proof of sin being paid for at His supper.  He tells us of His love for us.  He makes it clear, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.” Jn15v16.  “Seek the Lord while He may be found” in His Word and in His Sacraments.


“‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.’”  There is a way of speaking and writing that is unnecessarily prolix.  Prolix is a good word to remember if you want to be that way; it means unnecessarily wordy.  It is unnecessarily complicated.  It is a little more difficult to comprehend than assembly instructions originally written in Japanese and then translated into something approximating English.  If you are sufficiently prolix, you can appear to be extremely intelligent, a real deep thinker, when you are really saying absolutely nothing.


God is not prolix.  God’s thoughts and ways really are far higher than our own.  God only explains some of His thoughts and ways to us, the simpler parts that we can understand if we study them for a long time.  Many of his thoughts and ways are completely beyond our understanding, even if we devote our entire lives to them.  If we look at God’s thoughts and ways on a large scale, we find the vast universe filled with hundreds of billions of stars, and perhaps also planets, although definite proof of the exis​tence of other planets is at the very edge of our ability to learn.  Of course, nothing is beyond our ability to assert that we know.  If we look on the small scale, we can see the incredibly complex things God put inside our bodies, even inside each of the billions of cells in our bodies, even in the amazing life cycle of a butterfly.


If we start at square one, there are some things God has done that we would never have done.  In fact, there are some things God has done that we would never have imagined doing.  We know that we lack something.  We do not live up to the standards God has written into our hearts.  How can that be remedied?  100% of the people in the world, in complete and total unity, will answer that we need to be different or to do different things.  What we need to do has room for almost infinite variety and warfare, but that we are the answer is the answer all arrive at.  Only God would and could invent a different answer, that His own Son would die in our place.  Curiously, only God’s solution works.


“As the rain and the snow come down from hea​ven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is My Word that goes out from My mouth: It will not return to Me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  We did not receive as much snow as usual this past winter, but perhaps the rain we have received recently has made up for that.  Rain and snow are necessary for life to continue.  People are surprised to realize just how much we do depend on rain and snow.  They really do accomplish God’s pur​poses.


So does His Word.  We should be amazed to realize how very easy everything is for God.  No matter what He wants to accomplish, He can do it, and do it easily.  He can end wars easily.  He can cure disease easily.  He can end poverty immediately.  Often He does these things.  But the most im​por​tant thing He does He prefers to do through His Word.  That is, He sim​ply tells us the truth and invites us to believe it.  When we believe it, His pur​pose is accomplished, and He gives us all good things.  But when we refuse to believe Him, then we deny ourselves all good things, and even though God could overcome our unbelief, He does not.


So to build His Church, the most important purpose God has for this world, God chooses to use only His Word along with His Sacraments which incor​porate His Word.  He doesn’t choose to use gimmicks or slick appeals or personalities or glitter to build His Church.  Rather, He uses only His Word.  He taught that to Elijah at one point.  He demonstrated before Elijah “a great and powerful wind,” followed by an earthquake, followed by fire, three very impressive things, things that still cause newsmaking destruction today.  But the Lord came to Elijah then in “a gentle whisper,” in His Word.  He still does so today.


Honor mothers, and honor God more.  The more we honor God, the more we will honor mothers.  Seek God in His Word and Sacraments.  Trust His thoughts and ways, even when we can’t understand them.  Rely on His very powerful Word.  Amen.
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