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“To whom will you compare Me? Or who is My equal?” says the Holy One. 
Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of His great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.



Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God”? 
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and His understanding no one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.


So, Tyler, who is Jesus Christ?  We have considered that question many times.  If by now you didn’t know the answer, we might well ask with Isaiah, “Do you not know? Have you not heard?”  Jesus Christ is God and man at the same time.  How do you know that Jesus is true God?  If by now you didn’t know the answer to that question, we might well ask with Isaiah, “Do you not know? Have you not heard?”  We went over the answer week after week, namely, that Jesus is true God because the Bible calls Him God, describes Him as God, says He can do what only God can do, and that He should be honored as God.  How do you know that Jesus is a man?  If by now you didn’t know the answer to that question, we might well ask with Isaiah, “Do you not know? Have you not heard?”  We also went over that an​swer week after week, namely, that Jesus is a man because the Bible calls Him a man, describes Him as a man, and says that He has a body and soul, just like us.


In this section, the prophet Isaiah is applying this knowledge to our lives.  We have learned much over the years, but that knowledge is not worth much if we don’t use it.  For example, you learn about what kind of food is good for us, what kind of food our bodies need.  If instead you spend your life consuming junk food and fast food, and so end up with a body and a mind severely hindered by that food, what good was the knowledge you learned?  You might well again be asked, “Do you not know? Have you not heard?”


There are two main points that Isaiah brings out in this section.  They are both about God, who is the solution to our troubles.  He does de​scribe our troubles, but the solution is our God.  He wants us to know how powerful God is, and then also how concerned He is even about us.


Our trouble is described in simple terms.  “Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God’?”  When he addresses first Jacob and then Israel, he is talking about the same man we heard of last week, the patriarch Jacob, who was given a new name, the name Israel.  Jacob was his Cheatam name, the name he had when he stole his brother’s birthright, but Israel was his God-given name, the name that meant that he had struggled with God and with men and had overcome, not by his own strength, but by God’s strength.  When Isaiah uses the words Jacob and Israel, he is using them as synonyms, describing the people at his time who wanted to believe God’s promises.


Yet they were thinking and saying that their way was hidden from the Lord, and that their cause was being disregarded by their God.  They meant that God was ignoring them, not paying attention to their problems, not helping them out of their problems.  They were assuming that because they still had troubles in their life, that must mean that God didn’t care about them, or didn’t want to help them, or perhaps that God couldn’t help them.  They were assuming that God must be on vacation, because they thought that God would never want them to have problems of any kind.


That is what life is like.  Every day we have trouble.  The Bible says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor Me.” Ps50v15.  “The day of trouble” means the day on which you have had trouble.  Have you had any trouble yet today?  Did the alarm clock go off at the right time, or was it too early?  Could you find everything you needed this morning, or had it hidden itself on you?  Was everyone as polite to you this morning as they should have been, or were you as polite to them as you should have been?  There is trouble every day, and so the Lord tells us to call on Him for help every day, every time we have trouble.


But Jacob and Israel had the idea that they should never have any trouble at all in their lives.  Everything should always go smoothly.  We might well ask what planet they were from.  We might well ask ourselves the same question when we start thinking the same thing.  What planet are we from to think that we shouldn’t have any trouble in our lives.  Merle and Patricia Butler of Red Bud, Illinois spent weeks preparing for the trouble they were getting into before they presented the winning lottery ticket.  They may have won over a hundred million, but they have all kinds of problems now they didn’t have before.


We have problems and troubles every day because the Lord lets us have problems and troubles.  They certainly make life interesting, but He also knows that if we don’t have problems and troubles, we will think that it is our fault, that we are so great.  So He lets us have problems and troubles so that we will call on Him for help.  One of the psalms says, “Where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of hea​ven and earth.” Ps121v1,2.  Notice that the psalm does not say that my help comes from me, the maker of grief and disaster, but from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.


God can help us with all of our problems and troubles because He is the Maker of heaven and earth.  He did create everything there is.  Isaiah puts it this way, “Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of His great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.”  The nighttime sky is certainly impressive, especially if you get completely away from city lights, completely away from polluted skies, to somewhere where you can really see the stars.  Hundreds of bil​lions of stars, according to astronomers’ estimates, all created by God on the fourth day of creation.


Some, of course, think that that all just happened.  They believe in something called evolution.  They don’t want there to be a God who made everything, since they want to be their own boss, so they invent an unscien​tific thing called evolution, which they can believe without proof.  The apo​stle Peter explains, “They deliberately forget that long ago by God's Word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” 2Pe3v5-7.  Do they not know? Have they not heard?  No, they deliberately forget.


God can help us with all of our problems and troubles because He is the Maker of heaven and earth.  He who made all the stars in one day can certainly handle all of our little problems.  But perhaps He doesn’t want to help us with our problems and troubles?  Perhaps He is tired of our constant begging for His help?  Perhaps He just wants to be left alone?  That is not true, Isaiah says.  Rather, “The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and His un​der​standing no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.”


The Lord can help us and He wants to help us.  He never becomes too tired to help us and we never face any problems or troubles that are too big or too difficult for Him to handle.  We do manage to get ourselves into some big and difficult problems, but He always knows the way out.  We may well become too tired and too weary and even too weak to handle our problems, but He never does.


Isaiah says, “Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.”  The Lord built the Grand Canyon with the run-off from the great flood 4500 years ago.  It is a deep ditch.  If you were to start climbing down into the Grand Canyon, you would just have to remember that it is going to be a little more difficult to climb back out, wouldn’t you?  What goes down can come back up, can’t it, but it is going to take a little longer to come back up.  And you might be a little more tired and weary climbing back out of the Grand Canyon than you were going in.  You might be glad to have carried a little water or other supplies with you.  It’s not a place you want to stumble and fall.


Even though we do become tired and weary with all the difficulties of life, even though we do sometimes stumble and fall in the troubles we face, the Lord never stumbles and never falls.  Isaiah significantly says, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.”  Not those who hope in themselves, who try to pull themselves out of the Grand Canyon by their own bootstraps, but those who hope in the Lord.  Those who trust in the Lord, those who rely on the Lord’s promises, those who put their faith in the Savior the Lord has given us, they are the ones who renew their strength.  Those who rely on themselves get tired and stumble and fall.


He promises, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  Those who listen to the words of the Lord regularly, those who trust the words of the Lord, those who call on the Lord for help, and turn to the Lord in every problem they have, they will be blessed by the Lord.  “Do you not know? Have you not heard?”  May we remember that today, for the troubles of today are not over yet, and may we remember that each day of our lives.  Amen.
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