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Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


Palm Sunday has arrived, the beginning of Holy Week, the time Jesus has been looking forward to for some time.  After He finished His work up north in Galilee, after His transfiguration, He resolutely headed toward Jerusalem.  After passing through Jericho, where He healed two blind men and greeted Zaccheus, Jesus traveled the road up to Jerusalem.  He made quite an impressive entrance into the city.  He arranged to be riding on a donkey, and the crowds were there to welcome Him.  They shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest!” Mk11v9,10.  Hosanna is a word of praise.  It actually means “Save us,” a rather appropriate word to speak to Jesus.


There were striking contrasts at Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem.  On the one hand, they greeted Jesus as a King, and many thought He had come to take over the government.  On the other hand, Jesus rode on a lowly don​key, not on a warhorse, as a human king would have.  On the one hand, this looked like the height of Jesus’ ministry, the height of His popularity, but on the other hand, He knew what was coming up, and He had come to Jeru​salem to face it.  The Jewish leaders had for a long time wanted to kill Jesus, and now Jesus presented Himself to them, and was in a sense riding into the midst of His enemies.  It only took them a few days to take advan​tage of the situation.


Jesus cleansed the temple a second time, probably yet on that Palm Sunday evening.  He spent Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday teaching His disciples, and fending off silly questions from the Jewish leaders, who were still scrambling to find some charge against Jesus.  They already knew and had decided that He must die, but they still wanted to make it all look legal, so they were looking for some charge to bring against Him.  Then on Thurs​day, Jesus had two disciples prepare the upper room for the Passover meal, which they ate that evening.  After Jesus gave His disciples the Lord’s Sup​per, He took them out to the Garden of Gethsemane for prayer.  Judas led the enemies there, and they arrested Jesus.  After all-night trials, Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, who condemned Jesus to death by cruci​fixion.  By late Friday morning, Jesus was on the cross, and He died around the middle of the afternoon.  The few remaining friends buried Him quickly.


From the heights down to the lowest depths!  From what appeared to be the height of His popularity as He entered Jerusalem all the way down to humiliation and desertion as He carried His cross out of Jerusalem.  This is what the apostle Paul is talking about, when he writes, “He humbled Himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!”  But Paul doesn’t stop there.  That was only the first half.  Paul goes on to describe the second half, which was the exact op​po​site.  From the lowest possible position, Jesus is exalted to the highest possible position.  “Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place.”


This is the classic description of the two states Jesus went through as He redeemed us.  He is God, but for most of His life on earth, He did not make use of the fact that He is God.  He appeared to be an ordinary human being, somewhat below average in appearance.  After He had died to pay for our sins, then He did make full use of the fact that He is God.  This is often pictured as a staircase which goes down, and then as a staircase that goes up.  In each case, there are various steps on the staircase.


First, Jesus was conceived inside the virgin Mary in a miraculous way that we call the virgin birth.  It is a one-of-a-kind event, totally miraculous.  But it didn’t look that way to anyone around Mary.  Mary herself had to ask the angel for an explanation of what was happening.  Her fiance, Joseph, refused to believe Mary—and quite probably refused to ask Mary—and had to be convinced by an angel.  Nearly everyone else thought Mary had been unfaithful to Joseph, and that Jesus was an illegitimate Child.  Jesus could have used His divine powers to convince everyone of the truth, as He had with Mary and Joseph, but He did not.


Second, He was born in the barn out back, the smelly, dirty, unhygienic barn where the cattle were kept.  It was cold and dark and lonely there.  Becky had a very nice hospital room for the birth of Caleb, well lit, warm, with lots of comfortable chairs, a place for Neil to sleep, and wonderful nurses, all things Jesus did not have at His birth.  He could certainly have changed all that.  He who owned the universe could have requisitioned whatever He needed, but He did not.


Third, He grew up in relative poverty.  It wasn’t that He was unambitious, but that He didn’t pursue the American dream of acquiring a whole pile of stuff.  His goals were different.  He taught the people, He taught His disci​ples, but He Himself, as He said, had “no place to lay His head.” Mt8v20.  As King of the universe, everything belonged to Him, “the earth is the Lord’s,” Ps24v1, but He made use of none of that.  He came to save us, to take our sins onto Himself and to pay for them.


Fourth, He was condemned for a crime He didn’t commit.  The amazing thing about Jesus’ various trials is how many times He was declared to be innocent.  Pontius Pilate said Jesus was innocent numerous times.  The Jewish leaders hired false witnesses to accuse Jesus, and their testimony did not agree, showing that Jesus was innocent.  And yet Jesus was condemned to death by crucifixion.  The crimes had been committed, not by Jesus, but by the human race, and you and I have contributed to those crimes.  Jesus was condemned for those crimes which He didn’t commit.  He could certainly have established His innocence at any point, but He wanted to die for us.


Fifth, He was crucified, a death worse than any of us will die.  It was a death designed to be as painful as possible.  The crucified person suffocated to death out in the open air as it became harder and harder to breathe.  The crucified person was on display for all to see.  During Holy Week, Jesus said, “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” Jn12v32.

Finally, Jesus died, practically alone.  Where were the crowds who had wel​comed Him to Jerusalem?  Where were the five thousand He had fed with five barley loaves and two small fish?  Where were the four thousand He had fed miraculously?  There were a few women only, and one disciple.  They were the eyewitnesses of the death of the Son of God, who is Life itself.  And yet He died for us.  In every case, He remains God and could have changed things, but He did not, for us.


Then everything changed, for “God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Five steps are identified on the upward staircase.


First, Jesus came back to life on Easter Sunday morning and descended into hell to proclaim His victory over Satan.  Jesus had no greater enemy than Satan, we have no greater enemy than Satan, but Satan was defeated totally.


Second, Jesus rose from His grave, that is, He appeared to His disci​ples and to the women.  Many believers saw Jesus alive again.  Jesus taught them some final things, and much of what He had taught them finally made sense to them.  Jesus’ use of His divine power was complete, as He ap​peared among them at will, and disappeared at will.


Third, Jesus ascended into heaven.  When it was time, gravity no longer had any effect on Him, and He rose into the sky, after some parting instructions to His disciples.


Fourth, Jesus now sits at the right hand of God the Father in heaven.  Since the Father does not have a human body, as Jesus does, the Father also does not have a right hand.  Rather, that is picture language, to make it clear for us that Jesus now occupies the position of absolute power and glory.  He continues to be with us always, just as He has promised, all of Him, God and Man together.


Fifth, on the last day Jesus will return as the Judge of all the earth, and all will have to appear before Him.  Paul writes that “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth.”  Either they bow now, willingly, with faith in Jesus, or they will bow later, at Judgment Day, unwillingly.  Paul writes that “every tongue [will] confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Either they will confess that now, willingly, with faith in Jesus, or they will be forced to confess it later, at Judgment Day, unwillingly.


Paul writes that Jesus was “in very nature God, [but] did not con​sider equality with God something to be grasped.”  Those are difficult words, even in the original Greek Paul wrote.  But they are after all not that hard to understand.  Our sinful nature has a good grasp of what it means to “consider equality with God something to be grasped.”  It is what we all want by nature.  We want to be God.  We want to tell ourselves what to do, and no one else should ever tell us what to do, not even God.  Jesus, how​ever, is God, but He set aside the use of His deity, He did not grasp after that deity, but instead became a servant for us.


Paul says, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”  If we would be Christian and followers of Jesus, then our attitude should be the same as His.  He did not seek His own good, but our good.  We are not to seek our own good, but the good of others.  The only motivation we have for that self-sacrifice is Jesus, who sacrificed Himself for us.  As we enter Holy Week again, see Jesus, who serves us at every step of the way.  Let Him produce in us the very same attitude. Amen.
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