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When Christ came as High Priest of the good things that are already here, He went through the greater and more perfect taber​nacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 
He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 
How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Him​self unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works, so that we may serve the living God!



For this reason Christ is the Mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheri​tance—now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.


You may remember it: a group of people with prominent incisors partying in the woods at night, waiting for refreshments to arrive.  Finally, they see him coming, bringing a large box marked as being from the Red Cross.  It was a superbowl commercial; I think they were advertising some​thing to do with a car, but the focus was on blood.  Just the other day I saw a picture, I think on facebook, of a Red Cross blood center with a car parked in front with the vanity plate: V-A-M-P-Y-R, and the question was asked whether he was eating in or taking out.  And then there is the tremendous success of the Twilight books and movies.


My point is that our world today has no trouble focusing on blood.  People like violent sports, where there is the possibility of blood.  They are still making war movies, and the more highly rated ones feature liberal amounts of blood.  So maybe it isn’t as impossible as we might think for us to grasp the point the writer to the Hebrews is making in this section.  He writes about blood, lots of it, which has been replaced by blood shed once for all time.


He is writing to the Hebrews, that is, to Jews who were steeped in the Old Testament worship practices.  They had grown up with the Old Tes​ta​ment, and they were very familiar with its various requirements, even though they may not have followed all of them.  The unnamed author of this letter is pointing out that all of those Old Testament requirements have been changed because they have all been fulfilled in one Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, who is also the eternal God, the Messiah and our Savior.


Old Testament worship has been compared to a slaughterhouse.  It was not so much like the display cases at the meat market where there is all kinds of red meat on display, as it was like the back room, where the bloody carcasses are hanging everywhere, where there are butchers with sharp knives, where blood is being spilled everywhere, and even more like the slaughterhouse where the animals walk in alive and leave dead.


Old Testament worship at the tabernacle and later at the temple involved sacrifices, lots of sacrifices, an unbelievable amount of sacrifices.  At the dedication of the temple in Jerusalem, King Solomon arranged for there to be sacrifices:

Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the Lord. Solomon offered a sacrifice of fellowship offerings to the Lord: twenty-two thousand cattle and a hundred and twen​ty thousand sheep and goats. So the king and all the Israelites dedicated the temple of the Lord. 1Kg8v62,63.
°Ñ_142,000 animals died at the dedication of the temple!  Can you calculate the monetary value of those sacrifices?  After the flood, Noah offered sacrifices to God; he took “some of all the clean animals and clean birds.” Gn8v20.  Remember, there were only seven, or perhaps fourteen, of each kind of animal and bird, and he sacrificed “some” of these precious animals!


Notice, then, that the sacrifices brought to God were expensive sacrifices, precious sacrifices.  But much more important was the purpose for which these sacrifices were brought.  They were brought primarily ​be​cause of sin.  Sin requires death.  Our society thinks more and more that sin requires a slap on the wrist, not too hard, just enough to show disapproval.  Murderers should be given time in prison, but not death.  But in Old Testament worship, sin was symbolically transfered from the wor​shiper to the animal, and then the animal’s throat was slit, and the blood allowed to gush out.  There was no mistaking then that sin brings death.


It should have brought death to the worshiper, but the guilt of the sin was transfered to the animal, and the animal died instead of the person.  So the sacrifices drove home the idea of substitution, substituting an animal for a human.  To reinforce that idea, various things were done with the blood that drained out of the animal.  Sometimes, it just went on the ground.  Often, it was gathered in a bowl.  Then it could be poured out at the base of the altar for burnt offerings.  In Egypt at the time of the exodus, it was painted on the door frames of the houses.  And sometimes the blood was sprinkled, even sprinkled on the assembled worshipers.  Our text says, “The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremo​nially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.”


We don’t do any of those things any more, which is the point the writer to the Hebrews is making.  The Old Testament sacrifices emphasize, as our author says a little later, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” He9v22.  But—and this is his huge point here—the blood of goats and bulls and sheep just doesn’t do it for us.  Those are animals, and there is just no way that an animal can take away human sin.  No, all of those animal sacrifices in the Old Testament were only symbolical sacri​fices.  They were certainly bloody sacrifices, and the animals really died, but none of those sacrifices really removed sin.  All of them pointed ahead to the one sacrifice of all time that would actually remove sin.


So he writes that Christ “did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but He entered the Most Holy Place once for all by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremo​nially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spi​rit offered Him​self unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works, so that we may serve the living God!”  The only sacrifice ever that is really valid before God is the sacrifice of Christ.


It was definitely a bloody sacrifice.  It would have satisfied prime​time blood lust—in fact, it did in Mel Gibson’s movie.  He stretched things a bit to pander to people’s desire to see blood.  The most lashes anyone received was thirty-nine, and many did not receive that many, since they died first.  There was blood running down Jesus’ face from the crown of thorns.  There was blood from the nails in His hands and feet.  There was blood from the spear thrust into His side.  It was so bloody that one of our hymns says:



There is a fountain filled with blood



Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,



And sinners plunged beneath that flood



Lose all their guilty stains. TLH157v1.

It was a precious sacrifice that Jesus brought, even though it was only one sacrifice.  He was not sacrificed 142,000 times, as happened at the dedication of the temple, but He was more like Noah’s sacrifice of very rare animals, for He is one of a kind.  There is no other Redeemer than Jesus.  He and He alone is God and Man at the same time, and He has been killed for us.  It is not possible for there ever to be a more precious sacrifice than the Son of God.  It is for that reason that Peter wrote, “It was not with perish​able things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb without blemish or defect.” 1Pe1v18,19.  We were not redeemed with insignificant things like bits of silver or gold metal, but with the extremely precious blood of Christ.


For our church services, you might say that we bathe in Jesus’ blood, that is, we focus on Jesus’ blood shed for us from beginning to end.  We do not have literal blood around, no fresh blood, no freshly-slain animals, but only the old blood, the blood Jesus shed for us on the cross.  We relish that blood, because it was and is so precious, because it was shed for us, because it really has removed all our sins from us.


This truth is not widely accepted today.  Put differently, it is widely rejected today.  The all-time one-time sacrifice of Jesus for us is rejected in favor of the every-day repeated sacrifice of ourselves to remove our own sins.  Rather than letting Jesus be their Savior, people prefer to be their own saviors, no matter how incapable of that they are.  The writer to the He​brews has a very simple name for all they do; he calls it “dead works.”  They are works done by spiritually dead people which do not accomplish anything, but only insure the eternal death of those who do them.


No, Jesus is the Lamb of God who really does take away the sins of the whole world.  He is the only One who could do that, and He is the only One who has done that.  The removal of our sins from us depends only on Jesus, not on us.  The peace of our consciences before God depends only on Jesus, not on us.  The certainty of our eternal home with Jesus depends only on Jesus, not on us.


But—Scripture does allow us to participate in the sacrifices.  We cannot at all participate in Jesus’ sacrifice.  The shedding of our blood will accomplish less than nothing before God.  But, well, here is what St. Paul writes about our kind of sacrifices: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.” Ro12v1.  The sacrifice we can bring to God and to our neighbors is not a bloody sacrifice, not a dead sacrifice, but a living sacrifice, the sacrifice of our lives lived in service to them, much as Jesus lived His entire life, and also died His entire death, in the service of us. Amen.
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