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Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 
When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.



"The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’



“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.


“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’



“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 
Let both grow to​gether until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”


Twelve hours after we returned from Milwaukee last Sunday night, I received a phone call from a Pastor John Kenyon, who was staying over at the Day’s Inn.  He is the estate planning counselor for our district, and he had done a presentation in North Branch last Sunday.  He stopped by Monday morning, wondering if we would like a similar presentation here, and we chatted for a while.  He began his ministry four years after I did, and was assigned to do door-to-door canvassing for a year before being sent to a congregation.  It brought back memories of a summer I spent doing that in Florida, and also about a story I heard once from another pastor.  He came to a house and asked the woman who answered the door if she went to church.  She curtly replied, “Churches are all the same; they’re all full of hypocrites.”  He couldn’t think of anything else to say, so he said, “Well, there’s always room for one more.”


This particular parable of Jesus is not about hypocrites in the church, nor about farming, but about the difficulty, even the impossibility, of telling believers and unbelievers apart out in the world.  This particular parable of Jesus is relatively easy to understand, because Jesus Himself explains it.  He told the parable to the people, and then later when Jesus and His disciples were in the house, the disciples asked for an explanation, which Jesus provided:


Then He left the crowd and went into the house. His disci​ples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”


He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.


“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” Mt13v36-43
The words, “The field is the world,” are especially important, for they make it clear that Jesus is not talking about wheat and weeds within the church, but out in the world.


This was a prosperous farmer who planted large fields.  Today far​mers can plant and harvest huge amounts of ground because of the huge tractors they use.  Back then, tractors were called servants.  And if the man’s field represents the world, it must indeed have been a large field.  He had his servants plant good seed in the field, and then they waited for it to grow.


Then an enemy, the devil, came and sowed weeds among the wheat seeds.  He chose to do that at night, when it is dark, so that no one would see him doing this evil thing.  The word that Jesus uses for weeds, zizania, is used only here in the Bible.  Zizania looks just like wheat, except that the seed is black and it harbors a fungus that is poisonous.  That same enemy must also visit my garden, since every year, after I plant good seed and good plants, there are always plenty of weeds growing there as well.


The servants want to fix the problem and pull up the weeds.  The owner tells them not to, “because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.”  Most of the weeds in my garden I can pull up, because I can easily separate them from the plants I want to keep.  But especially among the corn there are weeds that grow in such a way that the roots of the weeds are intertwined with the roots of the corn.  It has hap​pened to me that I pulled up one of those weeds, and the corn plant came with it.  Those weeds have to be left alone until the harvest.


It is at the harvest that a real distinction can be made between the wheat and the weeds.  At that time, the servants can go through the field, and separate the weeds from the wheat.  The weeds are good for nothing and are only burned, but the wheat is harvested and stored away in the barn.


If Jesus had said that the field is the church, then He would be teaching us that in the outwardly Christian church, there are also hypocrites, that is, there are those who believe what Jesus said and did for us, and there are those who only say they believe, but they really don’t.  That is true, and it is also true that we can’t tell the difference between them, not absolutely anyway.  Yet Jesus does tell us to judge members of His church based on what they say and do.  When people say and do things that are not Christian, Jesus does instruct us, “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.” Mt18v15.

But Jesus tells us that “the field is the world,” and so He is not talking here are believers and unbelievers within the outwardly Christian church.  Rather, He is talking about believers and unbelievers out in society.  Both wheat and weeds grow together, and we can’t tell the difference be​tween them.  Out in society there is no required confession of faith in Jesus; that is what the church is for.


One famous example of trying to pull up the weeds is the crusades of the Middle Ages.  Kings and armies from Europe traveled to the Middle East and fought against the infidel.  And those infidels fought back against the invading infidels.  The crusaders came under the sign of the cross—that’s what crusader means—and they claimed to be fighting for Jesus.  Their declared goal was to cleanse the world of Islamic unbelievers.


It should be clear to us, based on Jesus’ parable, that Jesus speci​fically says not to do such a thing.  He tells His servants not to try to sepa​rate the weeds from the wheat now.  Rather, we are to wait until the harvest, and then we do not separate them, but the angels do.  Jesus said, “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  When crusaders came under the sign of the cross, they were totally misrepresenting Jesus and doing the exact opposite of what He says.  What does Jesus tell us to do?  He tells us to “preach the good news to all crea​tion.” Mk16v15.  If instead we were to wipe out unbelievers, where would be the opportunity to tell them about Jesus?


There were other reasons for the crusades then, and there are other reasons for war against Islamic countries now.  The Islamic nations then had invaded Europe, and would do so again.  Islamic nations that harbor terrorists who attack America become our political enemies, not because of their Islamic beliefs, but because of their attacks on America.  It may be a good thing for our soldiers to fight against Islamic soldiers, not to rid the world of unbelievers, but to protect America against attack.


Since we cannot tell the difference between believers and unbe​lievers other than by what they say and do, we must let both grow together until the harvest.  Here in church a confession of faith is required, but not out in the world, which is what Jesus is talking about.  There will always be those who think they can tell the difference, but they will end up with a mouthful of weeds.  No, Jesus said, “Let both grow to​gether until the harvest.”


There is tremendous comfort for us in the fact that the field, which is the world, belongs to Jesus, the One who sowed the good seed in His field.  He is the One who has planted us as good wheat seed.  He did that by sending out many sowers of the seed who have planted the Word of God in our hearts, and then watered it with further applications of God’s Word.  The apostle Paul wrote, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.” 1Cor3v6.  We are still in the process of growing, and our Savior, whose field we live in, will always take care of His own.


We seem to be getting much closer to the harvest time, when “the Son of Man will send out His angels” to “weed out of His kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.”  At harvest time, our Savior will see to it that we are gathered into His barn, which is the place He has prepared for us in His Father’s house, in heaven.  He lets none of the wheat be wasted, but gathers us all to Himself.  Then we will join with all believers to praise our Savior forever.  As Jesus puts it, “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”  Amen.
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