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2008


On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 
and Jesus and His disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to Him, “They have no more wine.”



“Dear woman, why do you involve Me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”



His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.”



Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.



Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.



Then He told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”


They did so, 
and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 
and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”



This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed His glory, and His disciples put their faith in Him.


Weddings are beautiful, and becoming more rare.  A wedding begins a marriage, but that is becoming more rare as well, and many marriages don’t last very long.  In recent decades, the number of marriages has de​creased, and the number of cohabitations has increased dramatically.  Cohabitation, it is said, is not a preparation for marriage, but a preparation for divorce.  Cou​ples who cohabit before they marry are even more likely to divorce than those who don’t cohabit first.  There are predictions that the divorce rate for first marriages will reach 50%; the divorce rate for second and third marriages is higher still.  And cohabitation does not usually lead to mar​riage; rather, it leads to a painful split and to another cohabitation, or a lifetime alone.  The difference between cohabitation and marriage is com​mitment: marriage is based on a lifelong commitment to each other, but cohabitation is based on no commitment.


This does not bode well for our society.  The nuclear family has always been the basis of society.  Single-parent families are not nuclear families.  A nuclear family is father, mother, and their children.  A strong society, a strong culture, a strong America is based on nuclear families.  And they are more and more in short supply.  This is a description of life in Sodom, shortly before the angels dragged Lot and his nuclear family out of Sodom.  This is a description of life in many cultures shortly before they crumble into dust.


It is in our own best interests to support marriage, to speak highly of marriage, to promote marriage, to cherish marriage at every opportunity.  Marriage is one of God’s great and loving gifts to us.  Marriage not only provides the building block for a strong society, but it is the source of personal happiness.  So it is good for us to look at this incident in Jesus’ life, one of two marriages He attended in person.  What can we learn about marriage from Jesus’ presence at the wedding in Cana?


First of all, Jesus was there.  He went to the wedding.  He was not crashing the wedding, but He was there as an invited guest.  The evangelist John reports, “Jesus and His disciples had also been invited to the wed​ding.”  That is a very important point.  The guest list for a wedding is a very complicated thing, if you’ve ever been through that.  If you invite the cou​sins, for example, you should invite all the cousins, right?  The wedding list soon becomes very long, but the space is limited, and the pocketbook of the father of the bride is likewise limited, so the wedding list needs to be cut.  Woe to the marriage when Jesus has been cut from the guest list.


Of course, Jesus is present at every wedding, since He is present everywhere.  But He is not always present as an invited Guest.  Often He is overlooked or ignored or intentionally dropped.  He may be invited as sort of a formality, like so many others, but then ignored.  Jesus should be in​vited to the wedding, and to every day of married life thereafter.  There is a very important reason that the common table prayer begins with the words, “Come, Lord Jesus, be our Guest.”


Second, Jesus brought a gift to the wedding.  That’s an obvious point, and it appears to be the whole reason that this incident is reported.  In this case, the gift Jesus presented to the bridal couple was wine, good wine, and lots of it.  There were “six stone water jars,… each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.”  That’s a lot of wine, fifty to seventy-five cases of wine.  Weddings then lasted as much as a week—if you are traveling on foot or by slow donkey, your stay at your destination should last for more than a day.  One would hope that there was leftover wine, which could perhaps be sold by the bridal couple.


It is difficult for us to picture exactly what their customs were for weddings.  Jesus’ mother, Mary, appears to take a leading role.  Martin Luther described her as sort of a wedding planner for some poor relatives, which may be so.  The “master of the banquet” in our culture would be the father of the bride, since it is the accepted practice for the bride’s parents to pay for the wedding reception.  But then, since this concerns the wine, perhaps the “master of the banquet” is the father of the groom, since it is also the custom for the groom’s parents to pay for the rehearsal dinner and for the alcohol at the wedding.  But the “master of the banquet” speaks about the wine to the bridegroom, whom he assumes had acquired the wine.  Sometimes parents give children the money and let them arrange the details of the wedding.


Third, Jesus tested Mary’s faith.  Of course, the lesson we should take from that is that the faith of the bridal couple is tested.  Marriage is no bed of roses.  It was supposed to be, and it was at first, but Eve and Adam made sure that no one else would enjoy a bed of roses.  Now the people getting married are selfish and greedy and lazy and self-centered.  They promise great love for each other, but those are just words, for they are filled with great love for themselves, and hardly have room to love anyone else.  The couple getting married in Cana of Galilee were like that, and every other couple ever to get married has been like that.


So faith is tested in marriage.  Jesus specifically tested Mary’s faith, and that had nothing to do with marriage.  Joseph is no longer mentioned, so Mary may already have been a widow.  But Jesus always tests Mary’s faith.  Some might even say that He always treated her harshly.  He let her think that He was lost for a couple of days.  On another occasion, when Mary came to check up on Him, He said, “Who is My mother, and who are My brothers?… Here are My mother and My brothers. For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” Mt12v48-50.  Jesus tested Mary’s faith because it was already strong and so that it would become stronger.  After all, Simeon had said to her, “A sword will pierce your own soul,” Lk2v35, and the day was approaching when she would see her Son crucified.


We don’t let children’s faith be tested too severely.  We protect chil​dren from severe hardships, from severe testing of their faith, and that is a good thing.  People note that children have strong faith, but we don’t let their faith be tested as the faith of adults is tested.  Mary was not a child.  Hers was an adult faith, an experienced faith, and therefore a faith that was constantly tested.  So here, when Mary pointed out to Jesus their need for wine, Jesus spoke words to her that were more harsh than they needed to be, “Dear woman, why do you involve Me?”  With those words, Mary would have to think about why she was asking Jesus to take care of the wine situation, and reach the obvious answer that He is God and can handle all situations.  Mary was not offended, because her faith great stronger, and she spoke to the servants to prepare the way for Jesus’ miracle.


Jesus’ miracle of changing water into wine is a time miracle, be​cause otherwise it isn’t a miracle.  People have been turning water into wine at least since Noah’s time.  It takes months or even years to turn water into wine, but anyone can do it.  Jesus did it instantly, and therein lies His miracle.  The miracle, to those who knew about it, left no doubt that Jesus is God.  As John the evangelist writes, “This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed His glory, and His disciples put their faith in Him.”  Jesus revealed His glory as God by turning water into wine instantly.


The fourth lesson for us to take from this wedding in Cana is that Jesus gives us forgiveness.  He is not visibly present with us, He does not give us wine, but He does give us forgiveness.  It is important to invite Him to the wedding and to every day of life thereafter, and before, because we need His gift of forgiveness.  He is God, as He demonstrates by His miracle, and so He can give us forgiveness.  What He did during His life of perfection and in His innocent death applies to everyone in the world, be​cause He is God.  There is no gift we need from Him more than forgiveness.


Perhaps there were other weddings that Jesus attended during His ministry, but we aren’t specifically told about them.  There were other ban​quets Jesus attended which could possibly have been weddings.  But there is another wedding where Jesus is present, and present forever.  He is present as one of the main participants in the wedding.  He is the Bridegroom, and His Church, His believers, are His cherished bride.  It is an eternal wedding at which both bride and groom are perfect in every way, sinless.  Paul wrote about that, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the Word, and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” Eph5v25-27.  The evangelist John later wrote about this:

Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready.… Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” Re19v6-9.
Amen.
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