Joshua 24:14-18
2006


“Now fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
But if serving the Lord seems un​de​sirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”



Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! 
It was the Lord our God Himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 
And the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the Lord, be​cause He is our God.”


We have now entered 2012, the year in which the world will end, at least according to what people say about the Mayan calender.  It would seem that the date for this event is December 21, a while off yet.  The Mayans liked to count things.  Long before their writing and language were deciphered, people read their numbers, which were easy to decipher.  But Jesus likes to tell us the truth, and He said, “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” Mt24v36.  Perhaps it’s helpful to remember that for all the time the Mayans existed, neither they nor the American Indians, nor the Aztecs in Mexico or the Incas in Peru ever invented even something as basic as the wheel.


But I think 2012 is a special year.  First of all, it begins on a Sunday, so, I learned, it is called a Dominican year.  Dominica is the Latin word for Sunday, and since 2012 begins on a Sunday, it is called a Dominican year.  But dominica comes from the word dominus, which means Lord.  Since Sun​day is the Lord’s Day, this year that begins on a Sunday is the Lord’s year.  I think that is an important thing to keep in mind.


Further, 2012 is a leap year which begins on a Sunday.  Those only occur every 28 years.  So, if you remember 1984 or even 1956, those were the last times we had a leap year beginning on a Sunday.  You can look for​ward to another in 2040.  A leap year beginning on a Sunday is the only year in which Friday the thirteenth occurs three times, each three months apart, in January, April, and July.  There was only one Friday the thirteenth in 2011.  If that indicates that there might be some bad things going on in 2012, it is extra important to remember that it is the Lord’s year, and He has complete control even over what we regard as bad things.


I was especially impressed by the fact that 2012 begins today, that right now we are at the beginning of this whole new year.  We can start some​thing new right now, a resolution or whatever you want to call it, and carry it through every day of the year, with​out having missed any.  For that, Joshua can help us.  He encourages us to make our promises to the Lord, since this is the Lord’s year.


Many years earlier, young Joshua had been one of the twelve spies Moses had sent to check out the promised land.  Moses had led the Israelites out of Egypt, across the Red Sea, and then directly to Mt. Sinai.  After spen​ding a year there, Moses led them up to the southern border of the promised land.  Joshua and eleven others, one from each of the twelve tribes, traveled throughout the promised land, checking out everything.  They came back to report that it was a wonderful land, a rich land, where everything grew abun​dantly.  Some of the spies had also been impressed by the people who then lived in the promised land.  The majority report from the spies con​vinced the people that they couldn’t take the land, even with the Lord’s help.  The minority report brought by Joshua and Caleb couldn’t convince them to trust the Lord, who had, after all, just brought them safely out of Egypt, where the army was much tougher.


Joshua spent the next forty years treading water, so to speak, with the rest of the Israelites.  They pretty much traveled in circles, wasting time, since they had refused to trust the Lord.  All of the people who were twenty years old or more died off during those forty years, except for Joshua and Caleb, who had brought the minority report.  That would seem to mean that Joshua was over sixty years old when the Israelites finally entered the pro​mised land.


They did so under Joshua’s leadership.  Moses died, still outside the promised land.  Joshua then led the people across the Jordan River on dry ground, then to defeat Jericho, Ai, and all the other cities of the promised land.  The Lord blessed His people and gave them victory over the inhabi​tants, sometimes by natural means, but also more than once by miraculous means.  Joshua then oversaw the division of the promised land among the twelve tribes, and the people settled down to enjoy life.


At the end of his long life, Joshua gathered the people once more and spoke to them the words of our text.  Afterwards, Joshua died at the age of 110.  Since he had been over sixty years old when they entered the pro​mised land, this was approaching fifty years later, a full, long generation after they had settled there.  A whole new generation had grown up which had not witnessed how the Lord had fought for them and given them the pro​mised land, a whole new generation which took things for granted.  From what Joshua says to them, it would appear that this whole new genera​tion also had the idea that all religions were pretty much the same, and it didn’t matter too much which god they worshiped, as long as they were sin​cere.


Joshua rejected that idea out of hand, and told them to “fear the Lord and serve Him with all faithfulness.”  But, he went on, “if serving the Lord seems un​de​sirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.”  If they went way back in history, seven or eight centuries earlier, Abraham had grown up worshiping idols in Ur of the Chaldees, on the Euphrates River.  Their ancestors had also lived among the Egyptians and seen their worship for several centuries.  And now they had lived among the remaining Ca​naa​nites for a long generation and seen their worship.  Joshua doesn’t leave them the option of a smorgasbord religion, paying lip service to all of them, but tells them to choose which god they would worship.


“But,” Joshua told them, “as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  What other choice was there?  There was no other real choice for them to make.  The other gods were fake gods, defeated gods, nothing gods.  The Lord had promised this land to Abraham so many cen​turies before, and had now fulfilled that promise.  The Lord had kicked aside the foolish gods of the Egyptians and the foolish gods of the Canaa​nites.  Who would be foolish enough to worship them?  Obviously, the Israelites should settle down and worship the Lord, the only true God.


And that’s what they told Joshua they would do.  “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods!… We too will serve the Lord, be​cause He is our God.”  Of course they would!  How could they make any other choice?  But Joshua told them, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; He is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, He will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after He has been good to you.” Josh24v19,20.

That was a shock to their system!  That was not what they had ex​pec​ted to hear from Joshua!  He told them to serve the Lord, and they reso​lutely told him that they would, and then Joshua told them that they couldn’t serve the Lord?  How did that make sense?  They replied all the more firm​ly, “No! We will serve the Lord.” Josh24v21.  And then Joshua explained where he was coming from, “Now then, throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” Josh24v23.  No matter the fine words they were speaking, they were already trea​suring other worthless gods.


Joshua’s words are excellent words for us to treasure today and throughout this Lord’s year.  They are the words of this plaque, which I took from the wall in the back.  Perhaps some of you have these words on the wall of your house.  They are good words to have there.  “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  That means, as Joshua explains, to get rid of the idols that we so easily acquire and actually serve the Lord.


There are still idols all around us, even in this land of America.  The human heart is very religious, and if it doesn’t have the true God to worship, it will make one up, always in its own image.  It will always invent a god who rewards good people like them and punishes bad people like all others.  They will always twist whatever they know about the true God into that kind of an idol.  The true God always punishes all people, since all are sinful, and always saves all people graciously, freely, through faith in Jesus.  Since we’ve just been through one of the high idolatrous festivals of the year, when people worship the men in red and especially things, it doesn’t at all hurt to look over our houses and our lives and get rid of all idols.


Since this Lord’s year begins today, on a Sunday, the first day of the week, this is an excellent time to begin new things, or rebegin old things.  This is an excellent time to rededicate yourself to reading God’s Word, or to begin reading God’s Word.  Paul wrote, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” Col3v16.  I’ve put out a recommended method for reading the Bible, the same one I have recommended ever since I saw it.  It actually be​gins today, on the first day of the new year.


There is a video you can watch on the internet called 23 and a half hours.  It claims to tell you the one most important thing you can do for your health, which is to exercise.  It asks if you can’t possible get all your sleeping and sitting on the couch and sitting in front of a computer and sitting behind the wheel done in 23 and a half hours a day, so that you’ll have thirty minutes left over for exercising.  The most important thing you can do for your soul is to feed it with God’s Word.  Could you possibly get all the rest of your life done in 23 and three-quarter hours each day, so that you would have a few minutes to read God’s Word?  You could even double up with some your your time sitting on the couch.  God’s Word carries with it this promise: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2Tm3v16,17.

“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Amen.
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