Matthew 6:24-34
1990


“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.



“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?



“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 
Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 
If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 
So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”


It is impressive to see the inside of a horder’s house. There is a narrow pathway left open through the house, but all the rest of the space is piled full of whatever it is they are hording, which is usually everything.  I have only been in such a house once, but we’ve all seen similar scenes on TV.  There is a need to save some things, but this is saving gone wild and out of control.  From time to time you can see the results of a horder trying to reform, that is, piles of garbage out by the curb.  In recent years, we’ve become more accustomed to a different picture entirely.  Foreclosure means that they must leave their home, but they have nowhere to go, and certainly nowhere to take all their stuff to, so they leave it behind.  The bank hires someone who brings in a big hopper and empties all their stuff willy-nilly into the hopper, which is then hauled away to the junk.


None of us are extreme horders, but probably all of us are at least borderline horders.  We have stuff, and we have more than enough stuff.  We have stuff we will never use, we have stuff we haven’t used in ten or twenty years that we keep because we might need it some day.  We have stuff that we don’t remember we have any more, so if we did need it, we would have to go out and buy new.  Some day someone is going to have to go through our stuff and decide what to do with it—maybe just get one of those hoppers and haul it all away.


How does life get so complicated?  We were born without all that stuff, and we were happy.  As toddlers, we began acquiring all kinds of stuff, toys then, and we learned a special word, “Mine!”  Eventually we started acquiring special treasures of our own, and getting attached to them.  A curious thing happened.  When we found something we treasured, then we suddenly started worrying that we might lose it.  What if someone took it away from us?  What if it was damaged in some way?  Having things brought along with it worrying about things.  Now we have houses stuffed full of stuff, and we have insurance on our stuff, and locks on our doors to protect our stuff, perhaps even burglar alarms to protect our stuff.  Where is the end of it all?


The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich!” 1Cor4v7,8.  Don’t those words also apply to us?  Even in hard economic times, we have all we need and more.  We have stuff in abun​dance.  And we are so easily attached to our stuff.  It is all stuff we have received from God and it is all to be used for His glory.


Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Mt6v19-21.  If our treasures are stored in our closets and in our basements and in our garages and in storage barns, it can all perish, it can all be stolen, it can all have water damage.  I heard recently that there are seven square feet of self-storage space now for every man, woman, and child in the United States.  You could stand in a space seven feet square, which is roughly two and a half feet on a side.  There is now space for every man, woman, and child to stand in the self-storage barns of America!  Do you think that just maybe Americans are worried about losing their stuff?!


And so Jesus tells us not to worry.  He says, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”  We are here because we want to serve God.  But we are also here because we serve Money.  One of the reminders that we need God is our addiction to Money.  We recognize that greed is wrong, and we come to God for forgiveness.  Greed for Money fuels our society.  You might ob​serve some time how many game shows deal with money.  All of them.  I’ve been doing an informal survey of casino parking lots: they are always full.  I’ve never seen one empty.  And inside they are all about money.


And once we have money, then we start worrying that we might lose it, then we start worrying about how we are going to protect it.  Of course, “if we once had enough money, then we would never have any worries in our life again.”  We’ve heard that, and perhaps believed it, but we should realize that it is not in the least true.  With money comes worry.  How much is enough money?  We will always want more, and we will then worry about how to get it.


“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?”  Is not life more important?  If we woke up tomorrow without life, we wouldn’t worry any more about food or about what we were going to wear.  “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?”  He has provided the barns where all their food is stored away, available for them year round.  On another occasion Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.... So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” Mt10v29,31.  Again, and note the bargain pricing on sparrows, “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God.... Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” Lk12v6,7.

“Why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much more clothe you?”  It’s not that people don’t have clothes these days.  But they do worry if they don’t have the right brand name clothes.  Yet none are clothed as well as God has clothed the flowers.


“So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.”  What, was He just born yesterday?  Doesn’t He know all about us?  Doesn’t He know what we need, even before we ask, even if we do not ask?  Your heavenly Father certainly knows what you need, and He also knows what you want.  These are the things pagans devote their lives to.  The pagans are those who do not worship the true God, but some idle, some made-up god, or just themselves.  Their whole lives revolve around getting stuff and acquiring stuff and getting better stuff than others and more of it.  Pagans are the ones who coined the saying, “Whoever dies with the most wins.”  Wins what?  The best seat in hell?


“Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you.”  If we put first things first, we will never need to worry about second things.  If we put Jesus first, He will take care of everything else.  Everything else.  It will all be given to us.  As the apostle Paul wrote, “What do you have that you did not receive?”  All that we have was given to us by God.  Yes, we worked to earn the money to buy it, but the Lord gave us our bodies and minds and time and air to breathe.  There is no better solution to worry than to put Jesus first.  There is no other solution that works.


We can put Jesus first in our time.  If we come to hear Jesus’ words only if we have enough time left over after getting everything else done first, how is that putting Jesus first?  If we come to hear Jesus’ words only if we happen to wake up without the alarm clock in plenty of time to come, how is that putting Jesus first?  If we tear into our food without talking to Jesus first, how is that putting Jesus first?  If we give to Jesus only what is leftover at the end of the week, how is that putting Jesus first?  If we turn to Jesus for help only after all other sources of help have failed, how is that putting Jesus first?


“Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  Jesus assures us that there will be problems tomorrow.  They will probably be difficult problems.  They may well be problems too big for us to handle.  But there will be no problems tomorrow too big for Him to handle.  So why worry about them?  He’s already got them covered.  Amen.
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