Luke 17:11-19
1989


Now on His way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the bor​der between Samaria and Galilee. 
As He was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met Him. They stood at a distance 
and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”



When He saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.



One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 
He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked Him—and he was a Samaritan.



Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 
Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
Then He said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”


There is some mystery about the word “leprosy,” and that is a good thing.  Our Bible, the old NIV, includes this footnote whenever the word “leprosy” comes up: “The Greek word was used for various diseases af​fecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy.”  Although the new NIV changes the wording of that statement, the meaning is the same: “The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting the skin.”  The reason that there is some mystery about the word “leprosy” is that we have no experience with it.


To get leprosy was to get a death sentence.  It was not an immediate death sentence, but an eventual death sentence.  Leprosy meant a slow death, as one part of the body after another sickened and died.  On top of that, leprosy was contagious, so the person with leprosy had to be separated from all other people, less they also get the dreaded disease.  That meant practically that the lepers lived by themselves, away from all other people, not in the cities, but out in the countryside.  Some generous souls would bring food which they would leave so the lepers could come and get it.


Jesus met a leper colony, ten men living together with leprosy.  They may well have all been from the village Jesus was going into.  They stood at a distance, as they were required to do, and called out to Jesus, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  They were not just looking for a handout.  They knew who Jesus was.  News had spread, even into the leper colonies, about this Miracle-worker, about this Savior, about this fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies.  They had heard and they had believed that Jesus could help them.  Theirs had become a Christian leper colony.  They asked Jesus to have pity on them and help them.


Jesus simply said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.”  That was in keeping with Old Testament laws.  Two long chapters of Leviticus deal with regulations about infectious skin diseases, and with cleaning from infectious skin diseases.  Perhaps because many different skin diseases were all lumped together as leprosy, it did happen that a person’s leprosy went away on its own.  But that person had already been identified as a leper and excluded from society.  If that person thought he was freed of leprosy and really was not, and then came back into society, he would infect everyone he met.  So the regulation was given by God that anyone who thought he had been cleansed from such an infectious skin disease would go to the priest, who would determine whether or not he had really been cleansed.  In that way, only one person, the priest, took the risk, while the rest of the people were safe.


So by telling them to show themselves to the priests, Jesus was telling them that they were healed.  They set off on the road to the priests, “and as they went, they were cleansed.”  It became obvious to them that they were cleansed, perhaps as they felt strength return to them, perhaps as they looked at each other and saw that cleansing taking place.  They were filled with thoughts of what a return to civilization would mean for them.  They were filled with thoughts of what they would do once the priests had declared them cleansed.  They hurried off.


One of the ten, as you know, returned to thank Jesus for cleansing him from leprosy.  Jesus spoke unusual words to him: “Were not all ten cleansed?”  In other words, I cleansed all ten, didn’t I?  I issued the orders that all ten were to be cleansed.  Were those orders not carried out?  It surely is not possible, is it, that a man can be cleansed of leprosy and not return to thank the One who cleansed him?  Since the nine are not here to say thanks, does that mean that they were not cleansed?


Jesus teaches that receiving a blessing from Jesus and thanking Him for that blessing go hand in hand.  We know that we need to be taught that, for we have learned that receiving blessings from Jesus and thanking Him do not always go hand in hand.  In fact, perhaps 90% of the time, they do not go hand in hand, although they should.  Just as there were ten lepers cleansed and only one returned to say thanks, so also for every ten blessings we receive from Jesus, we might remember to thank Him for one.  We need that reminder to thank Him.


A few examples.  First, a huge category.  Have you thanked Jesus for keeping leprosy away from you?  There is still leprosy in the world, but it has not afflicted you and probably not anyone you know.  The same could be said for many other evils that the Lord has kept away from us.  After all, we routinely ask Him to keep these things away from us, and He listens, and He does keep them away.  We do regularly pray, “deliver us from evil.”  The Lord delivers us from many evils by keeping them away from us.  None of us has ever died in an airplane crash, nor had a car bomb attached to our vehicle, or been hit by pieces of a falling satellite.  Thank You, Lord, for keeping all these evils away from us.  Please help me not to worry about all the things that haven’t happened to me.


The population of the world is supposed to reach seven billion by the end of this calendar year.  Might not the Lord be saying, at the end of each day, “Were not all seven billion fed? Where are the other six billion, nine hundred million? Were only these few found to return and give thanks to God?”  The Lord does provide food for all the people in the world each day.  The Lord provides food in abundance for us each day.  We do not run out of food to eat.  Our problem is that we have so many choices of which food to eat.  Is there not room for us to spend much of our lives thanking God for our food?


Yes, there is starvation in the world.  There are places in the world where there is not enough food.  Starvation is a man-made problem, since the Lord has provided plenty of food to feed all the people in the world.  Some do not have enough food to eat because of human greed.  Some do not have enough food because of warfare.  Some do not have enough food because other people will not share and help them.


When was the last time you thanked God for the air that you breathe?  We breathe air every day, all day long.  We do not need to be cut off from that air for very long before we never need it again.  The Lord provides all that air for us to breathe all day long, all year long.  We manage to pour out pollution into our air, and the Lord cleanses the air in many ways.  To be fair to our generous God, we really ought to breathe a prayer of thanks to Him with every breath we take.


On an entirely different level is God’s gift to us of forgiveness for our sins.  We need health and food and air for this life only.  But in between us now and then stands our sins, all of them and each one of them.  God does not allow sinners into His heaven.  Even one sin is enough to keep us out.  We have no shortage of sins.  We have them in abundance.  And the Lord has forgiven them all.


He gives that forgiveness to us free of charge.  He gives it to us; we do not need to buy it from Him with anything we do.  We could not buy it from Him with anything we did or had.  He gives it to us.  It costs us nothing.  But may we never forget that it cost Him much to give us that gift of forgiveness.  We review how much it cost Him as we review the whole course of our salvation each year as we move from Advent to Christmas to Lent to Easter to Pentecost.  The Old Testament promises of a Savior were fulfilled when Jesus was born in Beth​lehem.  As He grew up and began His ministry, He demonstrated that He was the promised Savior through His miracles and His teaching.  Then He went to the cross, carrying the burden of the sins of the world, ours in​cluded, and paid for them all through His agonizing death on the cross.  His resurrection on Sunday morning is our victory.


This forgiveness, which cost Him so much, He gives to us freely.  He makes this available for all.  Only Christians receive the benefit of that.  Only those who trust in Jesus receive that forgiveness.  In a world that says there are many ways to God, that might sound really exclusive, and it cer​tainly is.  It is, after all, our Lord Jesus who spoke the most exclusive words possible, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Jn14v6.  No one gets that forgiveness in any other way than through Jesus.


Samson received that forgiveness at the end of his life, but look at what he had to go through to get that forgiveness, that is, look at what he put himself through.  God chose to give Samson tremen​dous strength, superhuman strength, miraculous strength, so that Samson did things no other human has ever come close to doing.  And Samson, who ought to have known better, Samson thought that it was all his own doing.  He thought he was so very much stronger than anyone else all by himself!  What foolish thoughts!  He ignored God, took His superhuman strength, and did whatever he wanted for most of his life.  He ended up a widower because of his own stupidity, he ended up with Delilah, who cared nothing at all for him, but only for the money she could earn by selling him out.  He ended up blinded by the Philistines and imprisoned by them.  Only at the end of his life did he remember God.  Samson prayed, “Lord, remember me,” Jd16v28, but the one who needed to do the remembering was Samson, not the Lord.


We appreciate what we have best, it seems, after it’s gone.  Samson learned the hard way.  The Lord teaches us the easy way.  May we remem​ber to say thanks to God regularly.  He provides food for us to eat each day.  He gives us air to breathe all day long.  He keeps much sickness away from us.  He gives us forgiveness for all our sins.  Remember Jesus’ words, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?” Amen.
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