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This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. 
They keep saying to those who despise Me, ‘The Lord says: You will have peace.’ And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts they say, ‘No harm will come to you.’ 
But which of them has stood in the council of the Lord to see or to hear His Word? Who has listened and heard His Word? 
See, the storm of the Lord will burst out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down on the heads of the wicked. 
The anger of the Lord will not turn back until He fully accomplishes the purposes of His heart. In days to come you will understand it clearly. 
I did not send these prophets, yet they have run with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied. 
But if they had stood in My council, they would have proclaimed My words to My people and would have turned them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds. 
“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the Lord, “and not a God far away? 
Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?” declares the Lord. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the Lord.



“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in My name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ 
How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 
They think the dreams they tell one another will make My people forget My name, just as their fathers forgot My name through Baal worship. 
Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has My Word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. 
“Is not My Word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?”


This is a pair of pliers, a very useful tool.  Pliers are very good for changing channels on a really old TV set after the knob has broken off.  Pliers also make a fairly good hammer.  This is a screwdriver.  A screw​driver makes an excellent pry bar.  Notice how the end has been flattened so that it can be pounded in between two pieces of wood to pry them apart.  And a screwdriver can even be used as a hammer.


One of the biggest projects I’ve ever been involved in was at my first church about twenty-five years ago; they had an education wing, roughly 50 by 100, bigger than our whole church, but with a flat roof that leaked whenever it rained; we were running out of buckets.  A contractor in the congregation oversaw the project, and we built an A-frame roof on top of that, sheeted the whole thing, and shingled it, most of the shingling without power tools.  We started with lots of volunteers, but enthusiasm naturally faded by the end of the week it took to finish the project.


If I had shown up on that construction site equipped with a pair of pliers and a screwdriver, with the intention of using these tools to pound in nails, what reaction would I have received?  Those dedicated individuals who volunteered many hours of their time might have laughed at me.  They might have generously said, Here, use my hammer.  Or they might have said, Pastor, don’t you have a sermon to write?  But one thing is for sure:  they certainly wouldn’t have allowed me to pound in nails with a pliers or with a screwdriver.  TO GET THE JOB DONE, I. You need the right tool, II. Used in the right way.  Tools are each designed for a special purpose.  If tools are used in the wrong way, either the tools are broken or the job is ruined, or both.


In the church, we have only one job: proclaiming the salvation Jesus has gained for all people.  That job is never finished as long as this world stands.  We can’t always see the results of our work.  But our text assures us that to get the job done, we need the right tool used in the right way.  If we don’t use the right tool, or if we use it in the wrong way, there will be no results to our work.

I.


Our job in the church is proclaiming salvation, so that, as the Lord expresses it, we may turn people “from their evil ways and from their evil deeds.”  We are to turn people from sin, we are to lead them to repentance.  To repent, people must recognize that they have sinned, and confess their sinfulness.  But we are not to stop there.  We are to turn people from their sins to their Savior.  We are to announce that God has laid all of our sins on Jesus and punished Jesus for our sins.  We are to assure people that God has forgiven all our sins for Jesus’ sake.  God announced that forgiveness when He raised Jesus from the dead on the third day.


Admittedly, that is a difficult task, and for many reasons.  We like to see the results of our work.  But in God’s work, the results are hard to see, because the results are hidden within the heart.  It is extremely difficult to turn hearts away from sins to the Savior.  The heart is filled with sinful pride and hates to admit that it is wrong.  The Lord described man’s heart as a heart of stone, cold and lifeless.  If we had to design our own tools to get the job done of changing that heart of stone into a heart of flesh, we would either redefine the job so we didn’t have to touch the heart, or we would kill the patient as we tried to change the heart.


But God has given us a tool that is designed for just this job.  To get the job done, you need the right tool.  And the tool God gives us to use is His Word.  “Is not My Word like fire, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?”  God’s Word is like a hammer that can apply great force at just the point where it is needed.  If man’s heart is like a hard, stubborn stone, then God’s Word is like a hammer that can break that stone to pieces, in other words, God’s Word leads even stubborn sinners to repentance and faith in the Savior.  No other tool can do that.  No other tool is better for the job or stronger than God’s Word.  God’s Word is just the tool we need, the only right tool for the job.  Any other tool will break or it will destroy souls.  But God’s Word is not only able to break our rebellious spirit, it is also able to comfort us and build us up again with the assurance of God’s love shown to us in Jesus.


The reason God spoke the words of our text is that there were work​men who were using pliers and screwdrivers to pound in nails.  There were false prophets then, and there are false prophets now.  False prophets are not sent by God, nor do they have God’s Word.  Rather, they replace God’s Word with other tools, with gimmicks of one kind or another, or they misuse God’s Word to lead people to trust in themselves instead of in God.  They redefine the job so that it appears that they are successful.  If the job of the church is defined as raising money, any good businessman can be successful in the church.  If the job of the church is defined as gathering crowds, any interesting speaker can be successful in the church.  But if the job of the church remains the job God assigned to it, saving souls, only the one with God’s Word can be successful in the church.  False prophets use other tools, and when those tools break because they’re not designed for the job, they use other wrong tools.  False prophets destroy souls, because they take God’s Word away from people, by replacing God’s Word with something else.


The Lord says, “I am against the prophets.”  The Lord is against false prophets because He loves us, and He knows that there is only one way of salvation, and that is through Jesus.  The Lord is against false prophets, because they lead people away from Jesus.  The Lord is against false prophets because they proclaim their own dreams, the delusions of their own minds, instead of God’s Word.  The Lord is against false prophets because “they do not benefit these people in the least,” in other words, they harm people very much.  The Lord is against the false prophets because He sees all that they do.  “Am I only a God nearby, and not a God far away?”  The Lord is present and powerful and active everywhere, and sees all that is done.  “Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?  Do not I fill heaven and earth?”


But look at the possibilities!  Even the false prophets could benefit people very much.  “If they had stood in My council, they would have proclaimed My words to My people and would have turned them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds.”  There is plenty of work even for false prophets to do if they would only stand in God’s council and hear God’s Word and speak God’s Word to the people, for then they would no longer be false prophets.


God has provided us with just the right tool to get the job done.  God’s Word can handle the job; no other tool is needed.  God’s Word brings us salvation, it brings us happiness, contentment, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Ga5v22-23.  God’s Word is the right tool that we need.

II.


But just having the right tool does not guarantee that that tool will be used in the right way.  This is a utility knife, a very useful tool for many cutting jobs.  My father gave me my first utility knife.  He had a very complete set of tools, and once when I was marveling at how many tools he had, I noticed that he had half a dozen utility knives.  So I asked him why he had so many.  Well, he said, he knew he had a utility knife, but he couldn’t find it when he needed it, so he bought another.  The next time he needed a utility knife, he couldn’t find either one, so he bought a third, and so on.


We have the right tool for the job:  God’s Word, the Bible.  But can you find that tool?  Do you know how to use that tool?  Or has that tool been lost among all the other things that demand your attention?  When you need that tool of God’s Word, will you have to go searching for it, or will you use some other tool that will either break or mess up the job?


In God’s Word, we have a very valuable tool, more valuable than any other tool.  And it is an irreplaceable tool.  You can’t go out and buy a replacement; man can’t make a replacement for God’s Word.  God’s Word is just the right tool for the job, a hammer to shatter man’s proud heart, and a powerful tool that can create a trusting heart to replace the shattered one.  “The Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” He4v12.  But God’s Word is a tool that takes some practice to use right.  “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the Word of truth.” 2Tm2v15.

Since we have such a valuable, powerful tool, let us use that tool in the way it was intended to be used.  “Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has My Word speak it faithfully.”  Use God’s Word faithfully, the way God intended it to be used, following His directions for its use.  Use God’s Word to turn people from their sins to their Savior.


Some years ago when I was working in the garden, I dug up a screwdriver.  It was rusty and useless.  I don’t know why it was buried in the garden, but it could hardly have been used in the right way to end up there.  Is that what your Bible looks like?  Has it been lost?  Has your ability to use the tool of God’s Word become rusty?  Since we have the right tool to get the job done, God’s Word, let us use that tool in the right way, faithfully.  And, by God’s promise and with His help, the job will get done.  Amen.
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