Isaiah 62:6-12
1981


I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night. You who call on the Lord, give your​selves no rest, 
and give Him no rest till He establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth. 
The Lord has sworn by His right hand and by His mighty arm: “Never again will I give your grain as food for your enemies, and never again will foreigners drink the new wine for which you have toiled; 
but those who harvest it will eat it and praise the Lord, and those who gather the grapes will drink it in the courts of My sanctuary.”



Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise a banner for the nations.



The Lord has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your Savior comes! See, His re​ward is with him, and His recompense accompanies Him.’” 
They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord; and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted.


A few weeks ago when I went out to my garden, I saw a chicken.  Really?  I went looking for it, and couldn’t find it.  Was I seeing things?  Why would there be a chicken out by my garden?  A few days later, some policemen were out there.  One of the neighbors in the condos called them because the chicken was bothering some children.  They tried to catch the chicken, but without success.  There have been no reports of chicken sightings for ten days now, so maybe it has moved on.  However, when I went to pick the peas I had planted, some chicken had beat me to them.  When I go to harvest cucumbers, some chicken has sampled many of them.  I’m only hoping that the chicken, if it’s still back there, doesn’t like my tomatoes or green peppers.


Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord promises that His Word will be just like the rain which waters the earth and makes fields and gardens produce abundantly.  Jesus talks about a man sowing seed in the field, and then explains that He is really talking about how His Word is received in human hearts.  And the Lord promises that what we grow we will get to eat, specifically grain and grapes, that is, His blessings will come to us.  His point here is that there are two things for us to do when things don’t appear to be that way.  First, we are to pray, and second, we are to look forward to Jesus’ return.


The Lord promises, “Never again will I give your grain as food for your enemies, and never again will foreigners drink the new wine for which you have toiled; but those who harvest it will eat it and praise the Lord, and those who gather the grapes will drink it in the courts of My sanctuary.”  It had been approximately five hundred years before this that the Midianites had shown up every year at harvest time, and hauled what the Israelites had gathered home with them.  That resulted in a famine in Israel, which led a man named Elimelech and his wife Naomi to take their two sons Mahlon and Kilion to Moab for a few years, because there was food there.  While there, Mahlon married Ruth, and after Naomi’s husband and sons had all died, she and Ruth had returned to Israel, where Ruth married Boaz and became the great-grandmother of King David.  They could return because there was again food in Israel; the Lord raised up Gideon to expel the Midianites.  But similar things had happened over the years, when their harvests were taken by their enemies.


What he writes here has special meaning for me, since I also have grapes growing out in my garden.  One kind of grapes is ready about now, the other just after Labor Day.  Both kinds I will, God willing, can into grape juice, which especially the grandchildren like to drink.  That’s really what the Lord is talking about here with “new wine.”  After the grapes were picked back in Isaiah’s time, they could be crushed, and the resulting juice was called new wine.  Since they had no way to preserve it in that condition, it could be drunk immediately as grape juice, or within a few days it would have fermented into wine.  It would still then be called new wine, since it hadn’t had time to age in whatever bottles of skins they could store it in.


When things are not going our way—which really is most of the time—the Lord tells us to pray.  He tells us that in these words: “You who call on the Lord, give your​selves no rest, and give Him no rest till He establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth.”  A couple of our Scripture readings last week talked about rest.  Jesus invites us, “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Mt11v28.  Another reading assures us, “There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from His. Let us, there​fore, make every effort to enter that rest.” He4v9-11.

The important truth for us to remember here is that we need rest, but He doesn’t need rest.  When God rested on the seventh day after creating the world out of nothing in six days, that was for our benefit, not for His.  He did not need that rest; He was not tired.  Rather, we need that rest, and still do.  One day a week for resting is still a good thing.  But God needs no rest, and we should not give Him any rest.  That’s what the Lord is saying through Isaiah: “Give Him no rest!”  No, keep on coming to God with prayers and requests and intercessions and thanksgivings.  Don’t stop coming to Him with all our concerns.


There are many things that we are concerned about, and which we are to bring to the Lord in prayer.  We are concerned with the mess our government is in, when billions of our tax dollars every month go to pay interest on our national debt, and now the government has been authorized to borrow yet more money.  The Lord has answers to that problem.  We are concerned with the moral corruption in our society, where many people are choosing not to marry but just to shack up.  Recently one of the people on a valve replacement website I go to posted his wedding picture: he and his homosexual lover got married a couple weeks ago, just after it became legal in New York.  We are concerned with problems in taking care of our aging parents, or about our children.  We are concerned about health problems of our own.  All of these we can take to the Lord in prayer.


But the Lord has something special for us to pray about.  We can pray about the next great event in the world’s history.  That will not be the election next year, nor the end of whatever wars we are currently fighting.  The next great event in the world’s history will be on the level of Jesus’ glorious resurrection on the third day and ascension into heaven forty days later.  The next great event in the world’s history will be Jesus’ glorious return for Judgment Day, when He will return visibly on the clouds with all His holy angels.  Of course He is with us now, just as He promised, but we can’t see Him.  Then we will.  And then we will be with Him forever.


The Lord puts it this way: “I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night. You who call on the Lord, give your​selves no rest, and give Him no rest till He establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth.”  The watchmen on the walls are up high so they can see for a long distance.  They are watching for Jesus’ return, so they can proclaim it.  Jerusalem here is not so much the city in the Middle East, but the holy Christian Church, the invisible church, which is not identical with any church body.  Jerusalem is the holy Christian Church which consists of all true believers in Jesus, no matter where or when they live.  The Church will be “the praise of the earth” only when Jesus returns for Judgment Day; now, the Church is widely despised.


The Lord tells us, “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your Savior comes! See, His re​ward is with him, and His recompense accompanies Him.’”  The Daughter of Zion is another name for the Church.  Zion is the hill in Jerusalem on which the temple was built.  Daughter of Zion is very much Old Testament language.  It is the kind of language the prophet Ze​chariah used: “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your King comes to you, righteous and having salva​tion, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zc9v9.  He’s not just speaking to the daughters, but also to the sons, to all the children of God who long for the coming of the Savior.  Jesus who came once to Jerusalem riding on a donkey on Palm Sunday will come again to our world visibly, riding this time on the clouds.  And He comes with His reward and His recompense, which are the same thing.  In New Testament language, He put it this way: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Mk16v16.

He further says, “They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord; and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer Deserted.”  These are all true in faith and for people of faith now, but they are not true in the world as a whole.  The church and people who go to church are despised by many, looked down on by others, ignored by most.  Church membership has become a political handicap in recent years.  People who believe God’s Word are regarded as ignorant, as behind the times, as unscientific—and that by people who believe the fairy tale of evolution which defies the laws of real science.


So we are to pray for Jesus’ return, for then we will be known by all as the Holy People, as the Redeemed of the Lord.  We are holy now because Jesus’ blood has washed away our sins; He has redeemed us with His blood shed for us.  We are not holy in ourselves, not at all.  Churches are for sin​ners who want forgiveness.  People who think they are already holy them​selves need to have the truth explained to them, just as did the Pharisees at Jesus’ time.  When the Lord Jesus returns, then we will be known as those Sought After, then we will be No Longer Deserted.


And then “we will be with the Lord forever.” 1Th4v17.  We certainly have many plans for the here and now, many things to accomplish.  But that is only because the Lord has these things for us to do.  Our time here will soon be finished, and then we will receive the goal of our entire lives, eter​nal life with our Savior.  We have that only because of what He has done for us.  Therefore, in the meantime, give Him no rest, but pray to Him about the fulfillment of His promises, as the apostle John writes at the end of the New Testament, “Come, Lord Jesus.” Re22v20.  Amen.
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