1 Peter 3:8-15
1978


Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sym​pathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 
Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 
For, “Who​ever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 
He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”



Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 
But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.” 
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to every​one who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.


Did you know that one of the presidential candidates used to belong to a Wisconsin Synod church?  I personally still think it’s too early to be campaigning for next fall’s election, and I haven’t personally sorted out all the candidates yet, but this was in the news recently.  Michele Bachmann used to be a member of a Wisconsin Synod church in Minnesota.  I saw a report a couple weeks ago that she and her family had not attended in seve​ral years, and then just recently asked to be released from membership, and they were.  The reason I mention this is the reason some say that they left the church.


It is addressed in a special article by President Mark Schroeder in the current Together newsletter, and addressed well.  You might hear about this from one of your friends, and you may have an opportunity “to give an answer,” as Peter says.  She left our sister church, so some reports have it, because she didn’t want to be associated with the statement that the papacy is the Antichrist.  Some are now slandering the Wisconsin Synod for its anti-Catholic bias, which is not true.  The Lutheran confessions, adhered to be all Lutherans, not just the Wisconsin Synod, make the clear judgment that the papacy is the Antichrist spoken of especially by the apostle Paul in his second letter to the Thessalonians.  President Schroeder lists three reasons for identifying the papacy as the Antichrist:

First, the papacy claimed to speak with an authority—even infal​libility—that was equal to or surpassing the Word of God itself. By doing so, it put itself in a position of being “anti” or “in place of” Christ. Second, the papacy claimed that there is no salvation out​side of the Roman Catholic Church, making membership in a human organization a condition for salvation; finally, in empha​sizing that faith and obedience are necessary for salvation, the papacy undermined the very heart and center of the biblical teaching that salvation is by God’s grace alone and comes to individuals through faith in Christ alone. In holding to each of these teachings, the Roman Catholic papacy placed itself in clear opposition to the foundation of the Christian faith, and therefore in opposition to Christ himself.

$The apostle Peter says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to every​one who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  You may have an opportunity to give an answer to this particular question.  It isn’t the particular question most people would choose to give an answer to.  It probably is not why Michelle Bachmann chose to leave our sister church, but it is what the media has chosen to emphasize.  Our church is not about bashing anybody, but about proclaiming Jesus, the Savior of sinners, the only Savior of sinners.  We are not in favor of any political candidate, but we are opposed to any attack on Jesus, the Savior.


Our synod meets in convention tomorrow morning, and one of the big items on the agenda is the report of the Translation Review Committee.  The Bible we have been using for roughly thirty years has been changed.  Some of the changes are improvements, and some of the changes are defi​nitely not improvements.  Because some of those changes seem to be driven by a hidden agenda, I think it’s a no-brainer that we will continue to use the old translation, even though it is no longer available for sale.  But we as a church body do need to make a decision on which Bible translation to use in our publications in the future.


A committee was appointed to bring a recommendation about that, and the recommendation of the committee has been to wait on a decision.  The committee has reviewed the revised NIV along with five other modern translations, and recommends continued study with the goal of making a de​ci​sion two years from now at the next synod convention.  The reason for that recommendation is that none of the six translations they looked at is a perfect translation, nor perfectly suitable for use in our publications; each has advantages and disadvantages.  Even the newly-revised NIV is still a possibility for our use in publications, even though it has some glaring mis​translations.  The committee recommends two more years of study as we weigh the advantages and disadvantages of the various translations.


That is what the committee has recommended.  The synod this week will react to that recommendation.  However, if you have seen reports about this elsewhere, you may have gotten an entirely different picture.  One man I know—he and the truth split company years ago—has been proclaiming every chance he gets that the Wisconsin Synod has already adopted the newly-revised NIV, completely contrary to the truth.  Another man I know, an official with Concordia Publishing House who ought to know better, has been publicly quoted as proclaiming the same falsehood.  We may adopt the 2011 NIV, as it’s called.  We have not yet.  The official recommendation is to wait two more years.


And the apostle Peter once again tells us, “Always be prepared to give an answer to every​one who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  The key is not just knowing the answers to give, but poin​ting those answers toward “the reason for the hope that you have.”  Our hope is heaven.  We have that hope because of Jesus who shed His blood to wash away our sins.  By the way, hope in the Bible has no uncertainty about it, as it does in common everyday language.  I hope it cools down this next week has a lot of uncertainty about it, perhaps a lot of relativity: relatively cooler would be good.  But in the Bible hope is always a sure and certain hope, because it is based on God’s sure and certain promises.


Therefore, as we have the opportunity, Peter encourages us to talk about Jesus.  Whatever religious question people are asking, the answer is always Jesus.  It’s all about Jesus.  He’s the Savior.  He has guaranteed our eternal home when He paid for our sins.  His resurrection from the dead confirms our reservation in His heavenly mansion.  It’s all about Jesus.


This section is from the latter part of Peter’s letter.  Most of the let​ters in the New Testament follow a pattern: first teaching about Jesus and sal​vation, and then practical applications.  This section is from the practical application part of Peter’s letter.  Most of these are very brief.  Let’s walk through them again.


“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sym​pathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.”  This is the source of some of the words in the new pre-Benediction words in this service, “Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.”  These are good words for our delegates to the synod convention to have in mind.  When Peter tells us to “love as brothers,” he probably had his own bro​ther, Andrew, in mind.  He certainly does not mean that we should love the way brother Cain loved, but rather the way brother Abel loved.


“Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with bles​sing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.”  Our inclination is always to pay people back in the same coin they have paid us, except a little more.  No, he says, don’t repay with evil or with insult, but with blessing.  Consider what our Lord Jesus has done for us.  We have often enough given Jesus evil.  Every time we don’t turn to Jesus for help, we are insulting Him.  He does not repay evil to us, He does not insult us.  Instead, He blesses us.  He went out and earned a tremendous blessing for us, the blessing of heaven.  As He has blessed us, so we can serve as a bles​sing for others.


Next Peter quotes several verses from Psalm 34: “Who​ever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  There must be a lot of people in the world who do not “love life” and don’t want to “see good days,” because they do not keep their tongues from evil, because they do not keep their lips from de​ceit​ful speech.  Jesus certainly kept His tongue from evil and His lips from deceitful speech.  The psalmist goes on to use other facial pictures about God, talking as if God the Father has eyes, ears, and a face.  When the Lord has His eyes on us, that means He is protecting us from harm and danger; He is watching out for us.  When the Lord has His ears open, He hears our prayers and requests.  But then the Lord turns His face against those who do evil, that is, He gives them an angry look, because they would harm the chil​dren of the heavenly Father.


“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. ‘Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.’”  The last words are a quotation from the prophet Isaiah telling us not to be afraid, not to be frightened, for the eyes of the Lord watch over us.  “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to every​one who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”  Set apart Christ as Lord, that is, always remember your Savior Jesus.  He does give us the opportunity to share answers, and we are to do so gently, just as He has been gentle with us.


The answer we have to give about Jesus may well sound strange to a lot of people.  Some have never heard such things before.  Instead, they have always heard and thought that it all depended on us and how we live.  Per​haps they have been caught up in the modern idolatry of worshiping the god or goddess within you.  So our words about Jesus may sound strange to them.  But the Holy Spirit uses those words about Jesus to overcome their objections and to lead them to faith in the Savior of sinners, the reason for the hope that we have.  Amen.
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