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I consider that our present sufferings are not worth com​paring with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 
For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the One who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glo​rious freedom of the children of God.



We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.


We live in a throw-away society, partly by design, partly by the nature of things.  I may well be hauling my grill out to the road one of the next few Monday evenings for garbage pickup.  It wasn’t that long ago that I bought it at Meijers.  I remember that it came in too large a box to fit into my car, so we had to unpack the parts into the trunk and back seat, and leave the box behind.  Some assembly was required.  It provided lots of grilling area.  But now, after not that many years, some parts have rusted away to nothing.  There is a large hole in the bottom of the grill which isn’t sup​posed to be there.  But the stores don’t mind.  We are supposed to throw things away and buy something new.


You’ve surely got many things just like that, things that aren’t that old, but now it’s time to throw them away and buy something new.  It’s called planned obsolescence.  You almost expect things to come with a gua​rantee: Guaranteed not to last more than five years, so that you can justify buying a new one again.  Many things aren’t designed to be fixed, but only to be thrown away.  When you can locate replacement parts, it doesn’t take long to realize that buying a new one is cheaper than fixing the old one.


Paul isn’t talking here about things people have designed to wear out quickly.  He’s talking here about things that wear out because that is the na​ture of things.  Pets wear out and die.  Parents wear out and die.  The whole planet seems in some ways to be wearing down.  When Paul writes about the whole creation groaning as in the pains of childbirth, he’s talking about earthquakes and volcanoes and tsunamis and tornadoes, the things that cause tremendous destruction.  Jesus listed some of these as signs of the end of the world: “There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.” Mt24v7,8.

Our bodies wear out and die.  Young people recover quickly from in​juries, and can return to normal life soon.  But the older we get, the longer it takes for our bodies to recover.  It easily happens that we haven’t finished recovering from one thing before another thing happens, so that now we are recovering from two things, and then three.  The human body has amazing recuperative powers, but they slow down, and eventually stop.  Aches and pains come that medicines can’t touch.  Bodily functions, like sight and hearing, weaken and cease.  Paul says, “We ourselves ... groan inwardly.”


The world hasn’t always been like that, and the human body hasn’t always been like that.  After God finished creating the world in six days, He proclaimed everything very good, and it was.  Adam and Eve were almost unbelievably healthy, set to live forever.  None of their bodily systems would ever have worn out.  They would have lived happily without any evidence of aging.  And, if I may speculate a little, I suspect that there was no reason for anything ever to die.  Adam and Eve were vegetarians at first, and so there was no reason for any animal ever to die to feed them.  All the animals were also vegetarians, so there was no reason for any animal ever to die.  They lived in a world without death, a world where everything worked perfectly, better than any of it works now.


That world did not last long.  Adam and Eve chose to end it.  Among all the fruit trees which bore abundantly from which they could eat, there was one tree whose fruit they were specifically told not to eat, “for when you eat of it you will surely die.” Gn2v17.  They didn’t know what those words meant.  Oh, they knew what it meant to eat something, but not what it meant to die.  They had no idea what the entry of death into their world would mean.  We do.  We know all about death.  We live with death.  We go to funerals.  We watch our own bodies approach death.  Adam and Eve soon learned about death.


They ate the forbidden fruit.  Satan invited them to a banquet of sto​len goods, and they indulged their sinful desires and ate.  Then they began to die.  Their actual physical death took nine hundred years to come, but they were dead in their hearts immediately.  Their bodily systems began to wind down and wear out, but their thoughts were immediately dead thoughts.  From then on, they would always live with the reality of death.  Death was the punishment they feared, death was their motivation for lying to God who knows all things, death was what they felt as they trudged out of the Garden of Eden.  Just before that, the first animals died.  Adam and Eve had made clothes for themselves out of fig leaves, totally impractical.  God made real clothes for them from animal skins.  He brought the animals to them, killed the animals, and took their skins for Adam and Eve.  Death had entered the world.


This is the world that you and I now live in all our lives.  It is a world where death reigns.  Everyone dies.  The suffering that precedes death is widespread.  Some die quickly before their time, so to speak, and others linger and grow sicker.  We live in a world of decay.  Paul calls it a “bondage to decay.”  Everything in the world decays.  That was not the case when there was no death; then nothing decayed.  But now that everything dies, everything decays.


What a dark and gloomy picture of life as we know it!  But this is reality.  We can party it up on Friday night, but the reality doesn’t change.  We live in a world of decay and death.  We have our first parents to thank for that.  Our own parents have passed it on to us.  We will pass it on to our chil​dren.  We have no choice in the matter.


The bright spot, the shining sun, the good news in all of this decay is God’s promises.  Paul is not hesitant or bashful about proclaiming God’s promises to us.  God’s promises are all we have to cling to.  God promises to restore us to the world as it was after creation and before sin.  Listen again to Paul’s words from God, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth com​paring with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  Paul was no stranger to suffering.  He could tell you about suffering—in fact, he does in some of his other letters.  He lists all kinds of sufferings that he went through, some specifically because he was an apostle of Jesus Christ.  He mentions his “thorn in the flesh,” which probably was some kind of physical ailment.


Paul doesn’t know what kind of a comparison to use to help us un​der​stand what “the glory that will be revealed in us” will be like.  He says it’s not worth comparing because he can’t think of any comparison that in​volves a great enough contrast.  Consider the lowly caterpillar crawling around on the ground, liable to be stepped on at any moment.  We are like that.  We are small and insignificant and weak.  Now compare that to the beautiful butterfly, soaring high on the winds, wonderful to watch.  The butterfly comes from the caterpillar by means of the cocoon, and what a con​trast that is!  And yet it is not a fitting comparison for the change that will come over us, from suffering to glory.


We are no strangers to suffering either.  That’s not the part of the comparison that we have trouble understanding, as long as we remember the guilt aspect.  We are like the caterpillar, except that the caterpillar is not guilty of anything, and we are.  We have sin which brings guilt which merits death.  It is the glory part that is beyond our experience, almost beyond our imagination.  Jesus provides many pictures of heaven, showing us aspects of “the glory that will be revealed in us.”  Heaven is like an eternal wedding reception, with good food and good friends forever.  We can imagine a very short time of such enjoyment, but then we think of other things that spoil our enjoyment.  This will end, there will be tomorrow, there are other things to do tomorrow, I’m tired of these friends, I’m not hungry for this food any more, etc, etc.


Paul says that “we ... groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”  God has become our heavenly Father.  We will actually run up to Him, climb up on His lap, and be hugged by Him forever.  We “wait eagerly” for that.  Jesus has re​deemed us already.  Our souls have been redeemed, but we look forward also to the redemption of our bodies.  Our bodies now are still subject to decay and death, but then Jesus promises that He “will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.” Ph3v21.

There is only one reason why this glory will be revealed in us, and that reason is Jesus.  We will not enter into glory because we have lived a good life, no matter how many times some misguided preacher says so at a funeral, no matter how many times some well-meaning friend tries to com​fort the survivors with such blubbering.  We will enter glory only because of Jesus.  He lived the good life for us.  He died the death for us.  He took the punish​ment of death for us.  He rose to announce the forgiveness of our sins.  He invites us into glory.  He has thrown open the doors of heaven.


There is no medical test that measures pain and suffering.  That’s why in the hospital they ask you to rate your own pain on a scale of one to ten.  But we can see pain and suffering on people’s faces and in their lives.  There is much pain and suffering in our world, much of it man-made pain and suffering.  Paul tells us that even if we rate our own pain and suffering here as a ten, there will be no pain and suffering at all in heaven.  There we will have only joy and happiness forever, because we will be with Jesus. Amen.
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