1 Peter 5:6-11
1976


Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. 
Cast all your anxiety on Him be​cause He cares for you.



Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.



And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
To Him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.


Three times a year the pastors of our Northern Conference meet for a conference, at which we have a communion service, hear various papers and reports, and do lots of discussing.  We rotate our meetings among the various churches of our conference, and ask each congregation at which we meet to provide a noon meal for us, for which we pay them $5 per person.  Our turn won’t come up again for ten years or so.  Then, after the meal, there is always an after-dinner speaker.  His main job is to thank those who have prepared the food for us, but also then to entertain the pastors.  The nor​mal course of that after-dinner speech takes the form of a roast, and usually involves telling the people of the congregation things about their pastor that they never knew before, things which no one ever knew before, be​cause they are made up, and yet they are—or are supposed to be—humorous.  I remember one such after-dinner speaker who got up to tell the people that their pastor was a very humble man, which is good, because he has so very much to be humble about.


So I wonder about us this morning: Are we humble?  Do we have a lot to be humble about?  The apostle Peter writes, right at the beginning of this section, “Humble yourselves.”  To be humble is not to have a high opi​nion of yourself.  It is to regard other people as more important than your​self.  It is not to put your own interests first, but to put other people’s inte​rests ahead of your own.  Perhaps then we are not so very humble after all.  Peter lists several things that we do have to be humble about, and then he puts all of this into perspective.


To be humble is the attitude of faith.  Not to be humble, then, is the attitude of unbelief, and it is rather common in our world.  People who are humble realize that they need to look up to God for everything, but people who are not humble prefer to look down on God, maybe even to claim that they don’t think He exists.  People who are not humble look up to them​selves for everything they need.  People who are not humble actually put them​selves on God’s throne and want to be the one most important person in their whole universe.  People who are not humble can take as their model the one who bit Jesus’ heel, but in the end got his head stepped on.


Peter lists here two things that we have to be humble about.  First of all, he writes, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand.”  He wants us to remember how very powerless we are, and how very powerful God is.  While there is much that God has enabled us to do, there is also very much that we are totally incapable of dealing with.  God’s mighty hand is evident in nature, and it is only the spiritually blind who are not aware of God’s mighty hand.  How can we not be aware of God’s mighty hand after a volcano erupts on this side of the Atlantic and flights are grounded on the other side of the Atlantic?  After a storm rolls through New Orleans and years later the destruction remains?  After a freak dust storm swallows up Phoenix?  After tornadoes turn a town into a junk yard?


God’s mighty hand is clearly evident to all in the world He created, and it is only the illogical evolutionists who miss the point here.  A guy named Archimedes claimed that if he had a place to stand, he could move the world—but, of course, there is no such place for him to stand anywhere.  Yet God moves the world, regularly, in several ways at the same time, and to our advantage.  God keeps the world spinning on its axis, revolving around the sun.


I received an email several years ago which contained several pic​tures.  First, there is a picture of the smaller planets in our solar system: Earth, Venus, Mars, Mercury, and Pluto, in that order, with Earth being the largest.  The second picture adds in the remaining planets of our solar system, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune, compared to which Earth looks like a shooter marble.  The third picture adds in the sun, which makes the Earth look like a dot.  The fourth picture compares the sun to other stars, and apparently our sun is one of the smaller stars; the planet Earth has become invisible, it is comparatively so tiny.  The fifth picture shows the really big stars, compared to which our sun is a tiny speck.  Clearly, we have much to be humble about.


But Peter lists a second thing for us to be humble about, and maybe even frightened about.  “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”  The devil is real and the devil is our enemy and the devil is stronger than us.  If there were a hungry lion here, who could stand against that lion?  The lion is larger than we are, stronger than we are, faster than we are.  The only advantage we have over the lion is that we are smarter than the lion, perhaps, if we have our wits about us, and that we have God’s promise spoken to Noah, “The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.” Gn9v2.  Otherwise, the lion can freely tear us apart and devour any of us.


And that is the comparison Peter chose for our enemy, the devil.  We have examples of how he works in the temptations he brought to Jesus, and in the cruelty he practiced on Job, and in the devastations he has caused in our own lives.  Today the devil makes use of many, many advertisements to bring his temptations to us, and he uses many, many people around us.  But perhaps most astounding is what a willing temptee the tempter finds in us.  I wouldn’t be surprised to hear that the devil is really rather bored these days, since he has so little challenge in tempting people, since he finds so little re​sistance to his temptations, since most people are just like lemmings, ready to be led into any suicidal and masochistic venture.


This is our enemy.  Peter tells us to “resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”  If we try to resist him on our own, we will fail.  If we try to oppose his temptations with excuses, with rationalizations, with the statement that everyone else is doing it, we will fail.  If we try to tough it out ourselves, we have already failed.  There is only One who has conquered the devil’s temptations, and that is not any of us.  The only One who has defeated Satan is our Lord Jesus.  Only when we look to Him, only when we rely on Him, only when we give everything to Him, do we overcome the devil’s temptations, do we resist being devoured by him.


So, do we have much to be humble about?  We certainly do.  We have every reason to be humble because we are so very insignificant com​pared to God’s mighty hand.  We have every reason to be humble because of the powerful enemy arrayed against us.  But, Peter’s goes on, but, there is something very important to keep in mind.  In spite of how insignificant we are, in spite of how outclassed we are by Satan, in spite of all that, we have no reason whatsoever to be afraid, because we have the God of all grace on our side.


Peter writes, “And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To Him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.”  He is “the God of all grace,” not just the God who has such a mighty hand, not just the God who has all power and can do anything.  He is especially the God of all grace.  He is for us the God of all grace.  He is what grace is all about.  Therefore, we have nothing to fear.


Most people today do not regard Him as the God of all grace.  Rather, they regard God as the God of all rewards, the God of all laws, the God of all works.  He is the God who rewards the good people like us and punishes the bad people like them.  He is the God who perhaps can be bribed and bought off if we do enough good.  He is the God who always pays His debts to us.  They regard Him as the exact opposite of what He is, the God of all grace.


The psalmist wrote, “If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.” Ps130v3,4.  If God were as most people think of Him, then no one would ever receive a reward from God, then no one could stand before Him, then all would be condemned and punished in hell forever.  But God is the God of all grace, He is the God with whom there is forgiveness, He is the God who has paid every last debt of our sins for us Himself.  He Himself came as our Savior and was loaded full of our sins, and then carried them out to the cross and there paid for every last one.  He is the God of all grace.  He is the reason that we have nothing to fear.


In all the vast reaches of the universe, there is only one God present everywhere, and He is the God of all grace who cares about you and me personally, the God who shed His own blood for you and me personally.  With all the power and cunning of the devil arrayed against us, we have nothing to fear, for the God of all grace is on our side.  He has given us for​giveness for all our sins and He has already defeated Satan for us.  As Martin Luther sang, “He’s judged; the deed is done! One little word can fell him.” CW200v3.  This God of all grace will restore us and makes us strong, firm, and steadfast.  Therefore, there is nothing at all for us to fear.


In this church, we end all meetings with the Lord’s Prayer.  Other churches are different, such as some for whom I have served as the vacancy pastor.  They end all their meetings with a benediction.  When faced with that situation, I have turned to some of the other benedictions in the Bible, such as this one, or the one that was in our Second Lesson this morning, “May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.” 2Th2v16,17.  Amen.
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